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APPT 18 the Man that 
has no other Acquaintance 
s with Bookſellers, than 
U what is contracted by read- 
ing the News in their 
Shops, and perhaps now and then buying 
a Book of them; but he, that is ſo un- 
fortunate, as to have Buſineſs with them 


about Tranſlating, Printing, or Publiſh- 


ing any thing to the World, has a mi- 


ſerable Time of it, and ought to be en- 


dued. with che Patience of * 


— ' 


SOME. Bure after I had * with 
this Copy, my Bookſeller aſked me, 
when I would go about the Preface ; 
the a ſaid I, what do you mean? 
A Mean ! 


— — —— . — ASST 


iv The PREFACE. 


Mean! fays he, 4 mean the Preface ; „ 
tlie Preface to the Reader. I told him, 


that what he had bought, was all I had 
to ſay to the Reader, as for my Part ; 
and if he had any thing to add for him- 
ſelf, he was at Liberty to do as he 


thought fit. I leave it to any impartial 
Judge, if this was not fair between Man 


and Man: Yet the Bookſeller, far from 


being ſatisfied with ſo reaſonable an An- 


ſwer, ſeemed to be very angry, and ſtre- 


ououſly inſiſted upon a Preface ; telling 


me over-and over, that he oor heard 
of an Author that.deny'd a Preface be- 


fore; that it was a folly to diſpute it, 
that he could not ſell the Book with- 


out; and that, in ſhort, a Preface he 


muſt have: Having no Mind to be 


huffed, and bubbled out of my La- 
bour into the Bargain, I grew angry in 


my Turn, and told him plainly, he 
ſhould have none of me; the Book 


was his own ;. if he would not {ell it, 


he might ſtop Ovens with it if he pleaſed; 


at laſt, * me * reſolute, and 
Know- 


The PREFACE © 
knowing, that there was no Act of Par- 
liament that obliged People to make 
Prefaces, in ſpight of their Teeth, he 
put on a more obliging Countenance, and 
came to Perſuaſions, which having more 
Influence upon me than his rougher Lan- 
guage, I began to be more tractable; 
we went to the Tavern, where talking 
of Prefaces, I grew very good humour'd; 
and that Prefacing might not be wanting, 
inſtead of One, I promiſed him Two: 
The next Day conſidering what a ridi- 
culous Promiſe J had made, and yet wil- 
ling to be as good as my Word, Ithought 
on this Expedient, of letting you xnow 
What had happened between us; and as 
a Wheel within a R prefixing it to 
the Preface. 
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Ts it -offible, ys the ingenious Cri- 
tick, that a Man of any Brains ſhould 
be uch a Coxcomb, as to put down 
2 ſuch Balderdaſh, and play the Buffoon 

without Wit or Senſe, in the very Be- 
ginning of a Book; thus People judge, 


— 
» * 


when 


vi The PREFACE. 


I have a mortal Antipathy againſt Pre- 
faces; this I had a Fancy to acquaint 


becauſe I conceive, that the beſt Way.a 


to an Undertaking, is by being imperti- 
nent in the Execution ; but why, ſays 


I never ſaw any, (thoſe of Saints except- 


you in their Prefaces, that they write for 
Profit, or for Glory ? And yet it is moſt 
certain, that they do it either for the one, 


that they have no other Aim than the 


be- 


when they are ignorant of a Man's Aim. 


my Reader with, which being ſuppoſed, 
Tl juſtify to any Critick's Face, that 1 
have ſaid nothing but what is very much 
to the Purpoſe, that is, to my Purpoſe; 5 


Man can ſhew the Reluctancy of his Mind 


another, ſhould you hate Prefaces? The 
Reaſon is plain, becauſe I am honeſt, and 
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ed) but what were full of Hypocriſy and i 
Diſſimulation. Does ever People tell 


or the other; but inſtead of that, with | 
abundance of Impudence they'll proteſt 


Reader's Good, which commonly is an a- 
bominable Lie. One would make you 


„ 


The PRE FAC E. vii 
believe that he is more learned and know 
ing, than in his own Conſcience he know] 


| himſelf to be; another points at ſome of 


the beſt Things in the Book, and con- 
feſſes they are Faults, whilſt in profound 
Silence he paſſes by thoſe Things which 
he knows to be really ſuch. I was once 


with an Author, that was about the 


ſame Buſineſs as I am now; he had an 
occaſion: for three or four Latin Words; 
but not being very well acquainted with 
one of them, he ran to his Dictionary 
to ſee what Gender it was of; I don't 


blame him for taking the Benefit of ano- 


ther Man's Labour; but don't you think 
he would have been hang'd before he d 
have put this in his Preface; therefore 
believe me, good Reader, no Man of 
Integrity can love a ſort of Writing, 


in which hitherto People have not 


thought fit to ſpeak the real Sentiments 
of their Hearts; if I had been let alone, 
this would have been the firſt; and 
I'll tell ye how: Since theſe Dialogues 
have been made, I found a great ma- 

„ ny 


viii The PREFACE. 
ny Faults in the Contrivance, the Lan- 
guage, and a great many other Things, 
which I deſign'd to have made a Cata- 


logue of, and ſhew'd you in the Front, 


with the ſame Candcur as a Printer 


owns his in the Rear. But, ſays the 
Earthly-minded Bookſeller, what do 


you mean? Have you a mind to damn 


the Book? What Mortal that ſees ſo 


many Miſtakes before, and ſo many 


Errata behind, will be ſuch a Fool as 


to give Money for the Middle, that con- 
tains. em? 80 you ſee, gentle Reader, 


my Hands are ty d. The. next I :deſign'd, 
was to take away whatever might create 
Miſunderſtandings between you and me; 


for tho* I would have been very glad to 
ſbew you my Faults, yet I am as un- 
unwilling that you ſhould take thoſe 
Things to be Faults, which in reality 


are not: But now have talk'd away 
my Time, to do it as I ſhould do. 


However, the Preface not being long 
enough yet, as J fancy, to pleaſe the 
Bookſeller, give me leave to furniſh 
5 you 
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done, but by introducing one that was 
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| yon with a few Cautions, which U per- 
form as conciſely as is e 


WHEN in the Firſt Dinges you 
meet with any thing harſh, and, per- 
haps, very. difagreeable ' to the Ladies, 
ſuſpend your Judgment till you come to 
the Second; for there youll. find, that 
what Lucinda has faid to her Niece be- 
fore, was only a ſophiſtical Way of Ar- 
guing, to put a young beautiful Lady 
out of Conceit with herſelf, in hopes to 
make her neglectful of her Charms. 
Some People open a Book any where, 
and having read a few Lines, throw it 
by; therefore, if you ſhould ſtumble 
upon the wicked Sophiſtry of Dorante, 


1 would: defire you to go on a little fur- 


ther to ſee:how his Notions are deteſted, 


both by the Aunt. and the Niece. 


My Deſign dough the whole, is to 
let young Ladies know whatever is dread. 
ful in Marriage ; and this could not be 


all 


x The PREFACE 


an Enemy to it. Therefore, tho Lucinda 


ſpeaks altogether againſt Matrimony, 
don't think that I do fo too. 


1 expect to be cenſured for letting 
Women talk of Politicks; but firſt mind, 
how little Antonia ſays to the matter, 


and then examine Lucinda's Character. 


Eraſmus in his Ichthuophagia treats of 
more abſtruſe Matters, than I do in any 
Part of the Dialogues; and yet the Per- 
ſons in all Probability are leſs accom- 
pliſh'd than mine; for one is a Butcher, 
and the other a Fiſhmonger. 


z 


By leaving the Story of Leonora un- 
finiſhed, it might have been expected 


thefe Dialogues ſhould have been conti- 
nued, as tis hoped they will, when the 
Story of Leonora will be completed, and 
the Character of Mincio will be added. 
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Be ERE, Niece, take my Hand- 

WI |: 7 kerchief, pr'ythee now, if 
N F you can find nothing elfe to 
cover your Nakedneſs; - = 16 
[ | you knew what a fulſome Sight it was, J am ſure 
you would not go ſo bare: I can't abide your 
Naked Breafts heaving up and down; it makes 
me Sick to ſee it, 
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18 Tbe VIROCIN Unmask'D; or, 


Antonia. Tisn't clean, Aunt; beſides, tis ſo 


hot I can't endure any Thing about my Neck ; 


T hate to be ſtifled up ſo. 
Luc. Hark'e, Antonia, thoſe little Pretences 


won't paſs upon your Aunt ; *tisn't the Heat of the 


Weather, *tis the Heat of your Blood, your 
Wantonneſs, and laſcivious Thoughts, *tis 
they that are the Cauſe of all your immoderate 
Behaviour. Do I ever go ſo? Ordo ye think 
I han't Breaſts as well as you:! 

Ant. When I am as Old as you, Aunt, per- 
haps PII do as you do: Tho' you are pleaſed to 


find fault with my Behaviour, I don't know that 


ever J was guilty of any Immodeſty in my Life: 
] don't invent the Faſhions ;- but indeed I don't 
love to be pointed at for affecting Singularity, 
I dreſs my ſelf as I ſee other young Gentlewomen 


do; my. Stays are not cut lower than other 
People's. 


Luc. Don t make ſo many Excuſes, dear 
Child; what ſignifies the Faſhion ; what ſignify 


your Stays? Yeſterday *twas as hot again as it is 


now, then all the while we were in the Garden, 
rather than to have your White Skin tann'd 
you could endure your Handkerchief, and your 
Maſk, both ; then you was cloſe muffled up, 
and I did not hear you once complain of being 


ſtifled, 
Ant, As long as I uſe no Art to make my 


Skin White, I hope *tis no Sin, Aunt, to keep 
Ta 


it from being Sun-burnt, 


— ©» 1%] . 8 
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FEMALE DIALOGUES 19 
Luc. Yes; and for what reaſon do you keep 
it white? To raiſe up ſinful Thoughts in others: 
If your Breaſts were Yellow or Freckled you 
know, they would not be ſo inviting to the Fel- 
lows ; but I declare it, was I a Man I'd ſpit at 
can. 

Ant. Then if you was a Man, Aunt, you 
would not be counted a very civil one, 

Luc, Oh! How I ſhould loath the Creatures 
that ſhould ſhew ſuch monſtrous Impudence! 
You talk of Drefling your ſelf, this is Undreſ- 
ſing; you are half naked : As for your Stays, if 
it be the Faſhion to have *em cut ſo, you might 
find out ſomething elſe to cover your Body ; but 
you are fo far from ſtriving to hide it, that the 
very Shift is put by, for fear it ſhould hinder the 
Eye: I can't call it taking up your Smock, but 
it is pulling it oft, which is worſe ; ſuppoſe your 
Stays were cut as low as your Navel, pray 
would ye ſhew it? Nay, it does not want above 
Three or four Inches of it now. Women, in 
ſtrictneſs, ſhould never appear in Publick but 
veil'd; at leaſt Young Women ſhould never ſhew 
their Faces to any Men, but their neareſt Re- 
lations. 

Ant. Indeed, Aunt, when *tis the Faſhion to 
be veil'd I won't ſtick out, but I ſhall hardly 
begin firſt, 

Luc. I don't bid you be veiPd, Mrs. Pert, 
but there is abundance of Difference between 
veiling, and going bare-aſs'd. Faſhions and 
Cuſtoms, I know, have alter'd with the Times; 
| _— fſome- 
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ſometimes People have wore long Cloaths, ſome- 
times ſhort ones ; but I never heard, or ever read 


of any Age before this, if the People were any ways 


civilis'd, but they had fome Garment or other 
(v-hatever they did to their Legs and Arms) to 


cover the main Body, the Trunk it ſelf; now-a- 


days, thevery Virgins, that ſhould be the Temples 


of Modeſty, go with their Bodies half naked, and 


not only fo, but the obſcene Part of their Body. 
Ant. I never knew that one's Neck was an ob- 


ſcene Part. 

Luc, What you call your Neck is here, your 
Neck ends at the Collar-Bone, this is your Cheſt, 
your Boſom, this is the Pit of your Stomach, 
theſe are your Breaſts; you make a ſtrange long 
Neck of it; and are like the Sign-Painters, who 
only call it a Head, tho' they paint a Man or 


a Woman as far as the Waiſt ; you may as well 


call it your Chin as your Neck. 
Ant. Well, let it be cal'd Boſom, or what 


Part you pleaſe, why is it obſcene ? 


Luc. Why, I wonder you ſhould aſk that 
Queſtion; can any thing be more obſcene than 


the very Marks of your Body, by which you are 
known to be a Woman: All virtuous People 
think it obſcene in either Man or Woman to 


ſhew any thing naked that may tempt the other 


to Wiekedneſs; but it is much more ſo, to pro- 
ſtitye thoſe Parts, by which the Sexes are diſtin- 
guiſh'd. 


Ant. If that be true, A unt, a long fuſty Beard 


mut be a very obſcene Sig for there the Men 
difter 


Es ob Ae. ik 
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differ from our Sex with 'a witneſs; and yet I 
declare J could ſee a Beard of a Yard and a half 
without any manner of Temptation. 

Luc. Now you think you have ſaid a mighty 
Thing, I warrant you. 

Ant. Indeed, Aunt, I wonder any Civil Go- 
vernment ſhould ſuffer People to draw Moſes 
and Aaron, and all the Patriarchs with ſo much 
Obſcenity about em. In the Picture of Abraham's 
Offering, that hangs o'the Top of our Stair- 
caſe, the old Gentleman has Hair enough in his 
Beard to make him a good handſome Perriwig, 
which, if he had lived in this Age, no doubt, 
but every Body would have adviſed him to, 
becauſe he is ſo very bald. 

Luc. How fain now would you be witty upon 
Beards, and ridicule what I ſaid about the Di- 


ſtinction of Sexes, but you only ſhew your Ig- 
norance. I deny that Beards diſtinguiſh the Sex; 


Beards-are Hair, and for the generality, Men, 
when they arrive to their full Strength, are more 
or leſs hairy all over; their Face, Arms, Legs, 
Breaſt, no place is free; and ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
Men differ from Women in every thing ; their 


Skin is not ſo plump as ours, nor the Grain of 


it ſo fine; their Muſcles and Sinews are more 
brawny and conſpicuous than ours; we differ 
in the very Make of our Bodies ; Men are broad- 
er in the Shoulders, than the Hips, with us it is 
quite contrary, but by theſe Things our Sexes 
are not diſtinguiſhed. I have known a Woman 
that had Hair between her Breaſts, and fome 
| B 3 have 
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have ſo much about their Face, that they are 


forced to clip it every Week; nay, there are 


Women, that are conſtantly ſhaved as well as 


Men; therefore there can be no Obſcenity in that, 
which is no diſtinguiſhing Character. 

it.» Indeed, Aunt, you need not have taken 
half the Pains to convince me, that Beards are not 


Obſcene, I never thought *em ſo, what I ſaid was 
only in Jeſt, for Ibelieve few Women are charm'd 


with 'em. | 

Luc, Not ſo neither, Child, this is another 
Error, but as I have ſhew'd you the Folly of 
your Compariſon of the Men's Beards with Wo- 
men's Breaſts, ſo now I will ſhew you your Sim- 
plicity, in thinking that there are no Allurements 


in Beards, for without queſtion they are delign'd 


as great Ornaments to Men ; but as nothing looks 
Handſome as is not in the Mode, ſo Beards being 
not in Faſhion, you 'ſee nobody wear *em, but 
here and there a poor old Creature, or ſome naſty 
flovenly Fellow or other, that would never be very 
tempting, Beard, or no Beard; and this is the 
Reaſon why Women diſlike long Beards: Gen- 
tlemen now a- days keep 'em cloſe ſhaved, fo 
that there is no knowing a handſome Beard from 
another; but when it was the Faſhion to let em 


grow, no doubt but the Women of thoſe Ages 
prefer'd a thick, ſtrong, brown, curl'd, buſhy 


Beard, to a thin, lank, ſtraggling one, that had 
all the Colours of the Rainbow in it: But be- 
ſides, Beards are Graceful, even as they wear em 


now; for tho” they are cut never ſo cloſe, there | 


are 
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are Signs enough remaining, by which they may 
be diſcover'd ; and conſult but your own Thoughts, 


which do you eſteem to be the handſomeſt Chin? 
That on which the Marks of a ſtrong Manly 
Beard appears, or that of a milk-chopp'd Fellow, 
that has not a Hair about his Face, and looks like 
a Girl in Man's Cloaths ? 

Ant. Truly, Aunt, I never ſtare fo much in 
Men's Faces to mind the Difference. 

Luc, The leſs the better, aſſure yourſelf ; but 
leaving the Beards to their Owners, I hope you 
are ſatisfied after what I have ſaid, that it is not 
modeſt for Women to ſhew their naked Breaſts 
to all the World. 

Ant. I confeſs, Aunt, I am not of your Opti 
nion, but think that nothing is imma in Dreſ- 
ſing, but when People thew thoſe Parts, which 
the Cuſtom of the Country bids *em hide: In 
ſome Countries Women's Petticoats reach but a 
little lower than their Knees ; yet, if here a Wo- 
man, walking along the Street, ſhould pluck up 
her Coats above the Calf of her Leg, every body 
would call her immodeſt; and therefore, if any 
Parts be obſcene, they muſt be ſuch as are 
carefully hid, and not thoſe that are uſed to be 
bare, 

Luc. O ſtrange ! O ſtrange! What Age do 
we live in? What Notions are theſe? That no 
Part is obſcene, when *tis the Faſhion to ſhew it. 
Suppoſe once it ſhould be the Faſhion for Wo- 
men to be covered all over, except from the Na- 
vel to half way their Thighs, which would be 
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the obſcene Parts, thoſe that were covered, or 
thoſe that were in view? 

Ant. I don't believe there ever will be ſuch a 
naſty Faſhion, and therefore I need not trouble 
my Head about that Suppoſition. 

Luc, Dear Antonia, what a wild Creature you 
are grown, it grieves me to the very Soul to 
think, how much you are alter'd for the worſe, 
within theſe three or four Years, that ye wrote 
Woman. I have given you a virtuous Education 
my Conſcience is diſcharged ; I can do no more : 
When you was between fourteen and fifteen, I 


thought I ſhould have had ſome Comfort of you; 
but now I ſee that all my Hopes are blaſted : Oh! 
Then your Checks were not ſtained with thoſe 


guilty Bluſhes : How meek was then your Looks? 
How modeſt your Eyes? Which now roll like 
Fire-balls, and ſhoot, as if they were ready to fly 
out of your Head. 


Ant. J am ſorry, Aunt, that you ſhould like 


my Looks worſe now I am in Health, than when 
I was eat up with the Green-Sickneſs, and my 
Eyes had no more Livelineſs in them, than the 
Eyes of a dead Whiting. 


Luc. Do not talk to me; every ching 580 


you ſmells fo ſtrong of the Harlot, I can't abide 


you ; what have you done to your Hair? What 
makes it ſo bright and ſo ſhining ? 

Ant. I don't know; I have done nothing to it; 3 
J han't put ſo much as a little Powder in it. 

Luc. If it was red, or yellow, you would have 


put enough in it; what an odious Way you have 


of 
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of drefling your Head ; all that Hair there, me- 
thinks, looks moſt abominably ! Pr'ythee, Niece, 
cut off your Head of Hair, and I'Il give you five 
Guineas. 

Ant, Thank you, Aunt, I might have above 
ten for it, if J would ſell it; but I am not cove- 
tuous ; neither do I think it looks handſome for a 
Gentlewoman to cut off her Hair, for the Lucre 
of Money: I would do it with all my Heart to 
pleaſe you, if you would ſtop there; but you are 
4 pleaſed to find ſo much Fault with my Looks in 
5 general, I'm afraid, ſhould I cut off my Hair To- 

day, To- morrow you'd aſk me, to put out one 
of my Eyes; and I ſhould not willingly loſe — 
of them, becauſe they are Fellows. 
9 Luc, If you knew, Antonia, how little your 
Z Jeſting and Joking becomes ye, when I would 
give ye good and wholeſome Advice, you would 
not be ſo fond of it, It is, as you ſay, not only 
3 your Hair that diſpleaſes me, but your Fore-head, 
pour Eyes, your Lips, your Mein, and Dreſs ; 
they are all equally offenſive to a chaſte and ver- 
3 tuous Eye: But above all, that large Tract of 
3 clear, tranſparent Skin, which you are only 
pleas'd to call your Neck, though it reaches above 
half way your Body. 

Ant. You fay, Aunt, that ſhewing our Boſom 
is indecent, becauſe of our Breaſts, by which 
we are known to be Women; if the Miſchief 

lies here, T wonder you never ſpoke to our 
Betty, who ſhews three times as much Breaſt 


as J. 
Luc, 
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Luc. What, Betty! Poor greaſy Wench ; that 
with a huge Pair of Dugs ſtands ſweating and 
broiling over the Fire! She would hide them if 
ſhe could ; you ſee her Bodice are crammed that 
they are ready to burſt, What ſhould ſhe do, 
pray? If you would not have her leave the Re- 
mainder open, ſhe muſt be choak'd : She does 
not do it out of Pride, becauſe ſhe thinks it looks 
handſome. Where could be the Temptation, 
pray, in ſeeing thoſe tawny Bags lie quaking be- 
fore her like a Tub of Size, though they are 
penn'd up ſo cloſe, that ſhe can hardly ſqueeze 
the Key of the Pantrey between them? You 
have made a fine Compariſon : What you do 
is with a wicked Deſign ; you ſhew your Breaſts, 
becauſe you think them attractive and enſnaring : 
They can't be called ſmall indeed, but then they 
gre nothing to your high and broad Cheſt, Seg 
how filthily and boldly they ſtand pouting out, 
and bid Defiance to your Stays; one would not 
think, that any thing made of Fleſh, could be fo 
hard and ugly, as they are, Nay, you are all of 
a- piece; do but mind once, with how much Im- 
modeſty, that Orange, and them Leaves, are 
ſtuck o'th* Top of your Stays. | 

Ant, Ha! ha! ha! 

Luc. Do you haugh, Hu'ſlyfe ? You have more 
Reaſon to cry, to ſee yourſelf made an Inſtru- 
ment of the Devil to ruin Souls withal, 

Ant, Indeed, Aunt, I could not forbear laugh- 
ing, when J heard you talk of che Immodeſty of 
the Orange, 

Luc. 


FEMALE DIALOGUES. 27 
Luc. What, do you wonder at that? Don't 7s 
think a Bawd is immodeſt ? 
- Aut. I ſuppoſe ſo; though I never was ac- 


quainted with any, as I know of, 
Luc. Would you not think her to be a Bawd, 


3 that ſhould turn up a handſome young Creature, 
and ſhew all what ſhe had to all Comers and 
Goers ? 


Ant. Such a one would be a Jade indeed ; but 
what relation has this to the Orange: 
Luc. Perhaps you think it much worſe to ſhew 


the Under-part, than the Upper- part of a 
Woman, but that's a grand Miſtake ; that Part 


which is the moſt handſome, and . conſequently 
the moſt tempting to Sin, is, without doubt, the 
moſt abominable Shew. Now, which do you 
think the moſt agreeable Part of a Woman ? 
Without Diſpute the Upper-part, which you 
ſhew : Women are only handſome as far as now 
they go naked; and that makes me of your 
Opinion, that it will never be the Faſhion to 
( ſhew the Lower-parts, for there Women are 
ugly, ill-ſhaped, naſty Creatures, or elſe they 
would have brought up the Faſhion of ſhewing 
them long ago, Don't think *tis let alone out of 
Modeſty ; no, they are only afraid Men will diſ- 
piſe and hate them for it. Do you not think in 
your own Conſcience, that if the Under-parts of 
Women were ſet in as full View, as now the 
Upper, they would in a ſhort time become very 
loathſome to the Spectators? I remember what 


Juſt now you ridiculed the Pictures of the old 
| Pa- 
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Patriarchs for; and P what do you think of 
this? 

Aut. I do not underſtand what you mean, nei- 
ther do I deſire to know any thing of it. I can 
only tell ye, that I never thought all this depend- 
ed upon a poor Orange; I promiſe ye, that To- 
morrow I'll put in a Lemon. 

Luc. Then you'll mend the matter much; 
Oranges, Lemons, Jeſſemin, and all manner of 
Noſegays, or Breaſt-knots, have the ſame Effect, 
and are put there for the ſame Purpoſe. 

Ant. I always thought ſo too, and can't ima- 
gine, fince you are ſuch an implacable Enemy to 
Nakedneſs, you ſhould not approve of Breaſt- 
knots and Nolegays; for I am ſure one's Stays 
look very bare without ſomething or other upon 
them. 

Luc. Would you have me believe, they are 
there to hide any thing, or to ſmell to? Poor 
Girl! They are not placed there on ſo fooliſh an 
Errand; your Aunt knows better; their Buſineſs 


there is to gather the Rays of the Eye, on that 
white Vale there betwixt your Breaſts, and fix 
it on your Boſom; and, as a Spot in a white Cloth 


draws the Sight to it whether we will or no, 
ſo that Orange is ſet there to engage the Standers- 
by, and for fear it might be over-look'd, points at 
the Shew, with which you are fo generouſly 
pleas'd, at the Expence of your Modeſty, to 
treat the Public. And you that love to be witty, 
Antonia, ſhall I tell you in a Word how it looks 
in regard to your Skin? ? | 


Ant, 
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Ant. What you pleaſe, Aunt, 


Luc. For all the World like a & to an Ad- 


vertiſement of what you would diſpoſe of. 
Ant. All this can't put me out of Humour— 


Luc. What are you muttering between your 


Teeth? You uſed to be fo quick at Repartee, 
Antonia : How do you like my Simile? Have I 
galled ye ? | 

Ant. No, Aunt, not at all : For, if it be as 
you ſay, tis to be hoped I ſhan't be long with- 
out a Chapman ; and depend upon it, if I can 
meet with a good one to my TY I will part 
with the Cargoe. 

Luc, It's eaſy to be ſeen, you are weary of it ; 
but you talk of a good one; I believe an indif- 


ferent one would ſerve your Turn. 


Ant. I can't help your Cenſures, Aunt ; but I 
am not ſo weary of it as you imagine : It ſhall ne- 
ver go but on very good Terms, 

Luc, Perhays you don't know, Antonia, that 
it is a Notion among Merchants, that when 
Goods have been much expoſed and blown upon, 
and the Owners ſeem very deſirous to be rid of 
'em, creditable Dealers won't meddle with 'em, 
unleſs they can get them for a Song. 

Ant. For a Song, Aunt! The beſt He that 
wears a Head ſhall never boaſt of Favours from 
me, before the Knot is ty'd. 


Luc. What, Niece, do you leave the Meta- 
phor ? I thought that was vour beloved Way of 


Speaking. Ladies ſhould not expreſs them- 


ſelves 


20 The Virkcin UN MASE'p; oy, 
ſelves as the Vulgar do. I am afraid you can ge 
on with it no further, 

Ant, I am not to be accountable for other 
Ladies Actions ; as to myſelf, I love to make 
uſe of my Words according to the common Ac- 
ceptation; and TI never gave any Reaſon for this 
Imputation, more than the Wantonneſs and Im- 
modeſty you are pleaſed to charge me with : Not, 
Aunt, but I could anſwer you in your own Dia- 
lect, if I had a mind to make ye angry. 

Luc. Make me angry! I dare ſay you don't 
fear that; or, was it only an Excuſe, to ſtudy the 
whilſt? Pray, Niece, let me hear, what it is 
you would ſay ? 

Ant. I could fay, that when People of Skill 
like the Goods, they matter but little what ſpight- 
ful Neighbours ſpeak againſt them; that Old 
Traders commonly envy Young ones ; that in- 
ſtead of aſſiſting of them, and wiſhing them 
well, they endeavour to undermine their Cre- 
dit, and blow em up, if they can; that, gene- 
nerally ſpeaking, it vexes them to the Heart, to 
ſee the other thrive, becauſe they unjuſtly look 


upon them, as ſo many Intruders into their Buſi- 


neſs. I could ſay, that they often maliciouſly give 
an ill Name to new Beginners for no other 
Reaſon than to blaſt their Reputation, and under- 
value their Commodities only to ſpoil a good Bar- 


gain. X . 


Luc. So, Niece, I hear that right or wrong 


you can ſay a great deal; but if by Old Traders 
you 
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you mean me, you are mightily miſtaken, for I 


never dealt that Way, 

Ant. You never was marry'd indeed. 

Luc. Your Spleen don't offend me, Niece ; 
out with it; vou would ſay I did worſe. 

Ant. I don't ſay ſo: I am not fo ſenſorious as 


others. 
Luc. But you deſerve more to be cenſured than 


' thoſe others; for I can never think, if any thing 


offer'd, you would be ſo difficult, or ſtand upon 
thoſe Punctilio's you talk off; and I am apt to 


believe, that rather than keep the Commodity 


upon your Hands, you'd give Truſt by Retail. 

Ant. Pray, Aunt, ſpeak plain, and tell me, 
you believe I'm a Common W hore, 

Luc, Could the courteous Antonia be ever cruel? 
No ſure; you have no denying Face, Child: 
And when People are ſo very obliging in ſhewing 
their Goods, Who would not think, but that any 
one might have a Sample for aſking ? —— How! 
In Tears, Niece! Melting with Remorſe! Do 
you plead guilty ? 2 

Ant. You ſhall think as you pleaſe, Aunt ; ? 
my Comfort, that all your foul Aſperſions can 
make me ſo: I don't cry, becauſe I am conſciou 
of any Crime; it is my wrong'd Innocence that 
bleeds through my Eyes. 

Luc. That was an Heroic Flight, Niece, and 
would do well in a Tragedy, if it ben't in one 


already, 


Ant. I'd rather be bury'd alive, than be thus 


tormented every Day : And pray for what? For 
2 not 
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not being lame, blind, or crooked : If I was as 
frightful as the Devil, perhaps I ſhould lead a bet- 
ter Life; for whenever I have any thing about 
me that looks tolerably well of late, I am ſure 


lived to ſee me grown up, ſhe would have 


neither Father nor Mother, my Siſter's but a 
Child; would it not make a Stone weep, to ſee 
the only Relation, that ſhould take my Part, ſet all 
her Wit to work to render me odious, and blaſt 


won't be ſingular, and dreſs myſelf as other 
young Ladies do, My Father was a Baronet ; *tis 


Aunt that's dead has handſomely provided for us. 
Five thouſand Pounds is no deſpicable Fortune 
for a young Woman that's of a good Family ; 
I don't go above it, nor covet rich Cloaths ; I 
love to be clean, and have my Things made fa- 
ſhionable : You gave me Education, I own it, 
and thank ye for it ; but then on my Side, have 
I not always paid ye the ſame Reſpect, as if you 
had been my own Mother ? W hat have I done to 
deſerve your II- will? Do I converſe with any bo- 
dy that is not ſuitable to my Quality? What In- 
diſcretion have I been guilty of? Who is more 
reſerved in Men's Company than I? I never was 
alone with one in my Life, unleſs it was in ſeeing 
me home from ſome Ball, public Entertainment, 
or other Solemnity, where it would have been 


Rudeneſs to deny 'em; and yet had I been the 
Strumpet 


to be abuſed for it. If my Mother might have 


taken Delight in it, poor Woman ! But I have 


my Reputation, for nothing elſe, but becauſe I 


true, he lived to ſpend all he had ; but then my 
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Strumpet to a Regiment of Foot- Soldiers, you 
could not have talked to me worſe than you do, 


: I think myſelf in Heaven, when I enjoy but one 


Hour without being railed at. 

Luc. Indeed, Aatonia, the Hardſhips you la- 
bour under are beyond Meaſure, at leaſt any body 
would think ſo, to ſee you in this Poſture, and 
hear your Moan; for it is not to be believed that 
a young Lady, to whom Nature has been ſo laviſh, 
and Fortune no Niggard, one that never ſhewed 
a great Diſlike to the World, ſhould wiſh herſelf 
buried alive, rather than bear her Torments any 
longer, unleſs they excceded the common Rate of 
Afflictions: However, I'd rather fee ye in this 


Humour, than when you are laughing at all good 


Counſel, and jeering every thing that's chaſte and 


ſober. | 
Ant. I ſuppoſe ſo; becauſe now I look worſe. 


Luc, I don't think you do: But it is not for 
that; it is becauſe I love a meck Spirit better than 
a ſtubborn one. 

Ant. Your Servant, Aunt, 

Luc. Whither would ye go? 


Ant. Up into my Chamber, unleſs you ha 


ny thing to command me, 


Luc, Do as ye pleale, 
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LucinDa and ANTONIA. 


e H A T is your Pleaſure Gs | b 
5 5 me, Aunt? Grace told me 3 
V22Z you wanted me. 3 

0 = Luc. What, crying fill? WR 

Come wipe your Eyes, and lay by that melan- 

I believe we talk'd till we were 

both two hot. I ſent for you to take a Walk #8 

with me up the Orchard; there is no Sun; 1 
have ſomething to ſay to you, that I know won t A 

diſpleaſe ye. ; | 

Ant, T'll wait on ye Aunt. 

Luc. Don't you know, Antonia, what an A. N 
tipathy J have againſt Men? How mortally I de. FT 
teſt the whole Sex ? And how carefully I have | 
ways endeavoured to infuſe the ſame Principler 
into you? 

Ant. Ves, Aunt, I do; and have often won | 
der'd, what Reaſon you could have to hate them 
ſo much: becauſe I have heard you ſay, that my 9 


Grandfather was ſuch a good Man; and as to 
_ 


Antonia. & 
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other Men, you always ſhunn'd their Converſa- 
tion, and would ſeldom admit of any in your 
Company. 

Luc, Tho' I have not experienced them to my 
own Coſt, I have done that which is more ad- 
viſeable, taken Warning from the Miſeries I ſaw 
'em bring upon others; but of that hereafter, 
Firſt, I would let ye know, that having that 
Averſion to Marriage, when your Mother was 
dead, I look'd upon you and your Siſter, as the 
only Heirs I was to have; and from that time 
treated you both in every Reſpect, as if you had 
been my own Children, When your Aunt Cla- 
rinda dy'd, you was between eleven and twelve 
years old, and began to ſhew ſo much Wit and 
good Humour, ſo eaſy and obliging a Temper, that 
J will freely own it, Antonia, I thought no body's 
Company ſo agreeable as yours: And what 
pleaſed me moſt, was, that though we ditfer'd 
ſo much in Years, you ſeemed as fond of me, as. 
J could be of you; was I in the Garden, you'd 
ſoon be there; if ſometimes I had lock'd my- 
ſelf up in my Cloſet, *twould not be long but I 
ſhould have ye knock at the Door upon ſome 
Pretence or other; either to ſhew me your Work, 
or your Writing, or elſe to aſk me ſome pretty 
Queſtion about what you had ſeen or read: 
Every thing you did was delightful to me; but 
above all, nothing raviſhed me more than that 
I ſaw ye have that ill Opinion of Men which 
they deſerve. Whenever there was an Op- 
portunity to rail at the Sex, you would exclaim 
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againſt them with Indignation, and ſeem to have 
a Horror for the very Name. 

Ant. I was but a Child then, Aunt. 
Tuc. No matter what you was; I am ſure 
vou was in the right; and I wiſh, I could ſay the 
fame of you now: But pray don't interrupt me. 
By the Hatred I thought you had conceived 
againſt Men, my Wiſhes were compleat, and I 
thought nothing but Death ſhould ever part us. 
This Golden Age laſted till ye was paſt fifteen ; 
but then you altered viſibly every Day: All on 
a ſudden you grew very neat, not the leaſt Spot 
muſt be ſeen in your Cloaths ; no body could 
get up your Linen, or ſtarch your Lace, or 
Muſlin, to pleaſe ye ; and you hardly ever appear'd 
in an Undreſs: The Faſhion was all your Dif- 
courſe ; and whatever Money you could get, was 
laid out in Plays and Romances: A little after, 
you grew a great Admirer of Country Dances 
and though you had learn'd to ſing, and to play 
on the Harpſicord, yet there were ſome very 
fine Tunes, that you could not learn without 
Inſtruction, and a Muſic-maſter you muſt have; 
you know I allowed whatever you deſired, for in 
all that I thought there was no great Harm. 
The firſt Time I ſuſpected the Cauſe of your 
Change was one Evening in the Walks; I had 
often before obſerved, with Pleaſure, that when 
we met any Men your Looks were fo free and "jg 
unconcerned, that every one might fee you nei 
ther feared, nor deſired, to meet their Eyes; but 
that Evening I ſpeak of, meeting a 3 

| | that 


9 


3 | the Roving of your Fancy; I adviſed you to fre- 
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that was very well dreſſed, I happened to take par- 
ticular Notice of you; when he was yet a good 
Way off I ſaw you raiſe your Body, and by al- 
tering your Gate, aflume a certain Firmneſs in 
your Steps, that was not ulual ; when he came 
near, the ſtretching out of your Neck had pulled 
up your Bubbics, which were then but juit bud- 
ding out; he looked upon you very hard, you 
bluſhed, and your Eyes, that looked as it they 
had been newly varniſhed, were very ſtedfaſtly 
fixed on the Ground. 

Ant. What could be a greater Sign 

Luc. T don't fay it to upbraid you with any 
thing: Pray hear me out. When we were paſs'd 
him, I ſaid nothing to you, but preſently took 
you home, and was more concerned at what Ihad 
ſeen, than ever I had been at any thing ſince my 
Father died. 

Ant, You thought perhaps it was a Gallant. 

Luc. No, Child, I thought the Truth; I 
thought, that Nature had been playing her Tricks, 
and told you what Mould you was made of; 
when the Prefence of Men makes an Impreſſion 
upon Women, it renders them uneaſy, and ſets 


their Imagination to work; it is a certain Sign, 


that their Averſion to Men is not long-lived : Af- 
ter that Day, the more I examined into your Ac- 


3 tions, the more I found my Suſpicion true: It was 
then that I firove with all my Power to divert 
2X your Thoughts, to allay the Heat of your Blood; 


I often perſuaded you to Faſting ' to prevent 


quent 
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quent Prayers, and the Reading of Pious Books. 
I foreſaw two Evils that were equally dreadful 
to me, whenever you marry'd : The Firſt was, 
That you ſhould become a Prey to Man, and 
conſequently be made miſerable by that Sex which 
I fo much abhorr'd. The Second, That I ſhould 
loſe the Company of what in all the World I 
valu'd moſt: But in ſpight of all my Endeavours, 
as your Wit and Beauty encreas'd, ſo did your 
Care in ſetting every thing off to the beſt Advan- 
you grew cunning enough at laſt to find 
out, that every Charm I perceived in you ftabb'd 
me to the Heart: This made you ſhun, and hate 
me; but the real Cauſe, of what J ſaid or did, 
was my Fear of loſing you, and not my Envy, as 
I ftudy'd a Thouſand Arguments 
to prove the Happineſs of a Single Life; but very 
often, in the midſt of *em, your Stretching, your 
ſhort Sighs, your ſeeming Wearineſs, the Lan- 
guiſhing of your Wiſhing Eyes, your abrupt 
Motions and ſudden Starts, would ſo manifeſtly 
declare your Thoughts, as if you had openly told 
me, Your Reaſons are falſe, for what J long for is 
About Seventeen you 
then you never kept two 
Minutes in one Poſture : If you walk'd through 
the Room, it was with as much Faintneſs, as 
if your Back had been broke ; and if you ſtood 
ſtill, it was always leaning againſt ſomething 
or other, and ſeldom on both Legs, whilſt the 
Small of the one would he continually hitting 
the Calf of the other; A hundred Pranks 


you imagin'd. 


not to be found in my ſelf. 
was at the worſt; 


you 
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you would play with your Legs; when you 
tat down, the Heel of one Foot would always 
be rubbing and prefing the other's Inſtep : 
Sometimes when you thought you was not ob- 
ſerv'd, how paſſionately would you throw your- 


| ſelf backward, and clapping your Legs alterna- 
| tively over one another, ſqueeze your Thighs 
together with all the Strength you had, and 


in a Quarter of an Hour repeat the ſame to 
all the Chairs in the Room? Many Times, 
Antonia, have I ſeen you ſit in that careleſs 
Manner, and half ſhutting your Eyes, whilſt 
your Head would flowly drop down from one 
Shoulder, bite on your Lip with ſo craving, and 
ſo begging a Look, that I have pity'd you my 
ſelf, and ſpoke, to make you think on ſomething 
elſe: Every Action, and every Limb, betray'd 
your Deſires, your Tongue only excepted ; nay, I 
have often fear'd that that likewiſe would have 
been drawn into the Plot, and aſk*d for Manas loud 
they. The only Thing that kept up ſome Hopes 
in me was to ſee your Shyneſs for Men to continue 
ſo long ; by that I gueſs'd at your Diſcretion, be- 
cauſe it ſhewed me that you knew the Danger; 
and to uphold it in you, I told you five hundred 


Stories about Rapes of my own Invention: Your 


Virtue and Modeſty I was perſuaded of, but 
they could do me no good; I never fear'd any 
Thing baſe, I knew you had Pride enough ta 
ſecure your Honour. 8 
Ant. Dear Aunt, I can hold no longer; I ne- 


ver was more agreeably ſurpriz'd in all my Life 


40 The VIRCIV UN MASK ' p; or, 
than now: May I think you never ſuſpected my 
Conduct? And that all the Faults you found 
were only an Artifice to keep my undeſerving 
Company to your ſelf? the ſmall Gifts then, 
which Nature hath beſtow'd upon me, were ne- 
ver odious to you, and you never diſliked them, 
but as you fear'd they would be a Means to draw 
me from you: It is poſſible that all that Paſ- 
ſion, which I took for Spleen and Envy, was fo 
much generous Love thrown a upon an un- 
thinking Girl? 
Luc. Can you doubt of It Antonia? By Na- 
ture you are my Nice, byg op tion my Daugh- 
ter: Look but back, and to mind how ten- 
derly J have brought you up from your Infancy; 
how I hugg'd and cheriſh'd you when you was « 
Child, and what Delight I took in you? I ſhall 
never forget it, when you was about eight Years 
old, ſomebody told ye it was vulgar to ſay Aunt, 
| and Father and Mother; you ſhould call me Ma- 
dam: At which you ſeemed very angry, and ſaid 
you would never call me ſo ; and when they aſked 
the Reaſon, you anſwer'd, becauſe you was ſure, 
that Madam was not ſo loving a Word as Aunt. 


Don't you remember, Antonia, how I took you 
up in my Arms and kifs'd you tor it? How I told 


you, you ſhould always ſay, Aunt ; and after 
wards ſeveral Times enjoin'd you never to call 
me otherwiſe ? « 

Ant. 1 do remember it, and am aſham'd of my 
Stupidity, 
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Luc. Can you think I ſhould look upon ye as 


my own, and diſlike your Charms, if it was not 


for that Reaſon I mention'd? I have Eyes as 
well as others: You have your Share of Wit, 
and the Beauty of an Angel, Antonia; and all that 
have ſeen, or heard ye, have wonder'd, that ſo 
much Diſcretion ſhould be join'd with either. 
You don't know the Stratagems I have uſed to 
ſtifle the Addreſſes that have been made to me 
on your behalf : But when after all my Care 
I faw, that ſkilfully you began to manage wild 
Nature, and grew dextrous at covering your ea- 
ger Wiſhes with Art and Diſſimulation, I found 
your Fear of Man was vaniſh'd ; you could ſpeak 
to them without bluſhing, and look *em in the 
Face with ſeemingly no more Concern, than in 
your primitive Innocence: Then TI loſt all my 
Hopes, and grew outrageous 3 I knew nething 


X would rouze you more, than to queftion your 


Vertue; I would leave nothing untry'd ; and 
this has been the Way, that of late, I have 


attacked ye, in hopes to work ſome Change. 


When to Day, I had provoked ye ſo far, that 


I found ye ſhedding Tears, I was ſorry that I 


had faid ſo much: At firſt I ſtrove by Banter to 


recover ye; but when I ſaw you had left me, 
and was gone up to your Chamber, I could bear 
it no longer, had you called, and was reſolved to 
reveal my Heart, and own every Thing, which 
j I have told ye ſince: Dear Niece, this is my 
I Love's laſt Shift, I know I ſhall not keep you” 


Wong. 
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Ant. Obliging Aunt, your Love is fo uncom- 
mon, I can never repay it; what muſt 1 90 to 
ſhew my Gratitude ? 
Luc. You know, my Child; let me enjoy your 
Company, ſtay with me, and never marry, 


Ant. Don't urge me to make a Promiſe, I, 1 
would not be raſh, I might repent it, tho' I de- 
clare I never was in Love with any Man yet. 


Luc, If you had, I ſhould ſoon have nn 


for J have watch'd you narrowly. 


Ant. Indeed you have unmaſk'd my Soul, 


and trac'd my Thoughts through.every Chink 


and Cranny of my Heart: I own all what you 


have ſaid is true, but you ſhall not need an 


more take ſuch Pains to ſearch my Inclinations:; 
henceforth I'll keep no Secret from you, I 


would not queſtion your, Wiſdom, Aunt, but 1 
wonder at one Thing ; you ſay, I now look upon 


Man with as little Concern as before; then, 
why ſhould you think me further gone, fince it 
was the Loſs of that Unconcernedneſs, by which 
you firſt diſcovered, that Man had wrought upon 
my Imagination? I am certain, that I find not 


half that Diſturbance in my Heart, when a Man 
comes near me, that I felt before; I can go- 


vem my Looks, bridle my Actions much bet- 
ter, and methinks I have almoſt regained the 
Empire of myſelf, Pray then, why do you judge 
that I am worſe? I felt much greater Com- 
buſtion within, than I do now, and I really 
believe the Danger is over, 

> oo | 
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Tuc. You are miſtaken, Niece, the greateſt 
Phage lies there, that you think it paſt: You 
muſt in this Caſe act, as a ſkilful Phyſicians 
and not always judge alike of the ſame Symp- 
toms, tho' in the ſame Diſtemper; for, as the 
State of it differs, ſo they may portend either 
Good or Evil ; when you was a Child, you was 
not concerned at the Sight of Man; becauſe 
you was ignorant, and innocent; and then it was 
a Sign, that your Fancy was clear and free; but 
lince that, every time you have ſeen or heard a 
Man, Nature has whiſpered to you, that you 
was a Woman: So that the Unconcernedneſs 
which now you ſhew, proceeds from quite an- 
other Cauſe. What diſorders young Women fo 
much at the Sight of Man, is the Conflict be- 
XX tween their natural Wiſhes, and the in- born 
Modeſty of Virgins: This Conflict being become 
habitual to you, diſturbs your Body not ſo viſi- 
bly as it did. The Sailor in a Storm ſhews leſs 

Concern, and ſeems to be braver than the Soldier; 
not becauſe he has more Courage, or fears Death 
= leſs than the other, but becauſe the Dangers of 
the Sea are more familiar to him. When the 
Difference that is between the two Sexes, firſt 
begins to run in the Minds of Virgins, all Men 
T7 re repreſented naked-to their Imagination : This 
1 akes em ſo uneaſy all over, that by every 

Action they betray what they equally wiſh and 
8 ſcar, till by often being in Man's Company, 
Þvithout receiving any Harm, art laſt they grow” 


* Pole er. If a Cat would leave off killing, and 
D 2 walk 
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walk quietly about the Houſe, without hurting 
any Creature, the very Mice would come and 
play with her. 

Ant. I underſtand very well, whence this Con 
cern, which upon the Account of Man, we ſhew 

at our firſt coming to Maturity, proceeds, and 
how by degrees it wears off, but I cannot perceive, . 
why it ſhould be bad to loſe it. For bluſhing and 
being out of Countenance, are no great Accom- 
pliſhments, and thoſe that are guilty of it, upon 
every ſlight Occaſion, are counted very raw and 
fooliſh. 

Luc. I never ſaid it was bad to loſe it, I wiſh 
you had loſt it with all my Heart: I did not fay 
you could now look on Man with no more Con- 
cern, than when you was a Child ; but, ſeeming- 
ly with no more Concern. Whatever you like 

about Man, moves you perhaps more than ever, 
but that your Concern is leſs ſeen, is, becauſe you 
have learn'd Cunning enough to hide it. 

Ant. I confeſs, that every thing handſome 

affects me with more Thought than before; but 
then I am capable of examining and taking every 
Thing to- pieces; I can give myſelf time of con- 
| fidering, whether it be worth my liking or not; 
and I remember, that formerly, if my Eyes but 
glanced upon a Gentleman, it would put my 
Soul into ſuch a Confuſion, I could not rally my 
Thoughts for a good while after : I would not be 
1. in that Condition again for the World; and I 
N cannot imagine, why you think, that now I have 
ſo much Government over myſelf, I am in a 
K greater 
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greater Danger than I was when I could contain 
neither Looks nor Limbs, and every Action be- 
tray'd my inward Wiſhes. 

Luc. T'll tell you: As long as Maids cannot 
forbear ſhewing that Concern we ſpeak of, 
when Men are near, the continual Alarm keeps 
'em ſo much upon their Guard, there is no 
Miſchief to be fear'd; their Fright is their Keep- 
er; the leaſt Touch of a Man puts em into ſuch 
a Conſternation, as if Raviſhing was the leaſt 
Thing to be expected; a Man cannot ſpeak to 
*em but it throws their Senſes in ſuch a Hurry, 
and makes em think on ſo many Things at once, 
that they either hear 'em not at all, or ſo con- 
fufedly, that their Words can make but little 
Impreſſion upon them. But when Women have 
acquir'd that Government over themſelves, that 
you ſo much admire, then they are loſt and gone, 
for then they can be calm, and hear a Man 
fedately ; then they'll fit down and hearken to 
Reaſon, 

Ant. And ſhould they not? 

Luc. No, by no means, never, if they would 
keep their Virginity unſpotted ; no, Niece, ſhe 
that liſtens to them is ruin'd, and her Liberty is 
loft, In reaſoning, Women can never cope with 
Men, they have a thouſand Advantages beyond 
us; our Wit may be equal with theirs, but in 
every thing elſe they exceed us, as well as in 
Strength of Body ; it is thought ſufficient, if a 
Woman can but read and write, we receive no 
other Education, as to Learning : But where we 

D 3 leav 
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leave off, they ſet out; they are not truſted to 


manage their own Affairs, before they are ſent to 
Schools, and Univerſities, to have their Intellec- 
tuals mended and ſharpen'd ; not by one Maſter, or 
by ordinary Men, but by ſeveral, that are picked 
and culled out of Thouſands, for excelling every 
one in his own Profeſſion ; here they have the 
Quinteſſence of Arts and Sciences, Politics, and 
worldly Cunning, infuſed into them; and for 
ſeven or eight Years, all manner of Knowledge, 
as it were, beat into their Brain, with all the 


Application imaginable, whilſt we are pricking a 


Clout, Why ſhould we venture then ( their 
H ead- pieces being fo much better furniſhed than 

ours) to hold Arguments, or to parley with 

them? What is ſhort and plain we underſtand 

perhaps as well as they; but when Buſineſs is too 
intricate, or of too long a Coherence, *tis beyond 

our Reach: Women are ſhallow Creatures, we 
may boaſt of Prattling, and be quick at a Jeſt, 

or Repartee, but a ſound and penetrating Judg- 

ment only belongs to Men, 2 as the Maſters of 
Reaſon and ſolid Senſe. 

Ant. I am amazed to hear you ſpeak ſo well of 
them, I never knew you ſay any thing in their 
| Praiſe before, | 
Luc. But, Niece, tho' I give the Devil his 
Due, I ftill defy him. I tell you this, becauſe 
you ſhould not ſlight your Enemy, but knowing 
his Strength, and your own Weakneſs always be 
upon your Guard and never truſt them, What 


muſt become of a beſieged Town, if the Garriſon 
| mould 


1 


1 
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ſhould mutiny, for want of what the Beſiegers 
court *em to accept of? What ſignifies the Wiſ- 
dom, or the Bravery of the Governour ? He muſt 
either ſurrender, or be knock'd down: Thus it 
is with a Maid, that a Man lays Siege to; what 
Confidence can ſhe have'in her Reaſon, when ſhe- 
feels that her own Wiſhes within betray and over- 
power it? | 

Ant, Conſidering the Hatred you have con- 
ceived againſt the Sex, I can't expect you ſhould 
talk otherwiſe than you do: I own that there is 
ſomething in my Heart, that pleads for Man in 
general; but I am well ſatisfy'd it is not ſo 
ſo ſtrong as to hinder me from duly weighing» 
what is ſaid to me, and examining every Cir- 
cumſtance: Had I been attacked two Years 
ago, I was then of ſo little Defence, and 1 
had ſo many Mutinies within, tho' never a Foe 
appear'd, that I could have made but a weak 
Reſiſtance ; but I am much fortified ſince, and 
the Garriſon 1s kept in ſo good a Diſcipline, that 
I don't queſtion but I ſhould be able to hold out a 
whole Seaſon, againſt the boldeſt and ſubtilleft 


Warrior of em all, and never yield, but on ſuch 


Terms, as the Generality of the World ſhould 
approve of, as well as myſelf. *Tis true, I never 
had an Inclination hitherto to be a Nun, yet, as 
I told you, my Heart is free, and I am no where 
engaged ; I am but nineteen Years old, and to 
ſhew you that I am in no haſte, for the ſake 
of your extraordinary Love of my Company, ſo 
much beyond my Deſerts, and the Eſteem with 
D 4 which 
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which you are pleaſed to honour me, I promiſe 
you, Aunt, that whenever I intend to enter upon 
Matrimony, as long as you are alive, I ſhall 
give you a whole Twelvemonth's Warning be- 
forehand, 

Luc. Dear Niece, I thank you, but will all 
this be for my Sake only? Would you not do it 
as well, becaufe you ſhould love to be courted a 
great while ? 

Ant. No, indeed, I do it, firſt, that we may 
have both Time enough to prepere our ſelves for 
Parting ; and, ſecondly, that you. may have Lei- 
ſure, when we ſhall both know the Party, to ex- 
a nine his Circumſtances, pry into his Conduct, 
and inform me of thoſe Faults and Inconvenien- 
cies, which I perhaps might overlook; tho', I 
believe, that among the reſt of the Vanities of 
the World, it is none of the moſt diſagreeable, 


to ſee one of thoſe noble Creatures, as you have 


cieſcribed juſt now, that are endued with ſo much 
Wiſdom, and Knowledge, make their Addreſſes 
to us with ſo much Submiſſion, and humble theme» 

ſelves at our Feet. 
Luc. What your Opinion of Woing may be, 
I can't tell, but I always thought it very ridi- 
culous ; tell me, pray, Antonia, which is more 
unaccountable, the Pride of the Woman, or the 
Humility of the Man? She is reſolved to be very 
croſs and with abundance of Coyneſs fits in State, 
inſults over the Man, and treats him with as 
much Scorn, as if he was not worthy to wipe her 
Shoes ; and why does ſhe do all this? For no 
| other 
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other Reaſon, but becauſe ſhe defigns to make 
him her Maſter, and give him all ſhe has in the 
World. The Man, on his ſide, takes all theſe 
Indignities in good Part, ſeems to be fond of be- 
ing ill treated, and with the moſt profound Ve- 

neration to his Idol, begs on his Knees, that a 
certain modeſt Petition may be granted him; 
the Upſhot of which is, that the Perſon, to 
whom he pays his Devotion, would be ſo kind, 
as to oblige herſelf ſolemnly, before Witneſſes, 
upon the Penalty of being damn'd, to be his Slave 
as long as ſhe lives, unleſs he ſhould happen to 
die before her. | 

Ant. We may diſcant on theſe Things as we 
Pleaſe ; but as that Longing and Fondneſs, which 
the Males and Females of all other Creatures, are 
obſerved to have for one another at certain Times, 
were, without doubt, deſign'd as a Means, by 
which, to their mutual Satisfaction, they ſhould 
_ perpetuate their Kind; ſo it would be very 
ftrange, that Nature ſhould have given the ſame 
Deſire to Men and Women for no other Reaſon, 
than to try their Cunning and Diſcretion in ſtifling 
and hiding of them before each other. 

Luc. No body ever ſaid' ſo : The fame Ap- 
petites were given to all for the-ſame Purpoſe ; 
nay, the rational ones ſeem rather more influen- 
ced by them than others: For though the 
Women have, beſides the Uſe of their Reaſon, 
an innate Reſervedneſs, and a kind of Horror, 
'againſt loſing their Virginity more than the Fe- 
males of any other Creature; yet there is ** 
7 
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Iy one in fifty, unleſs they die in the Prime of 


their Age, but what complies before ſhe is 
forty. 


Ant. Then, what can be more reaſonable, than 


to ſtrike in with ſo great a Majority, as nine- and- 
forty to one? 


Luc. Town it, it is a good Excuſe; but you A: 
find it far from being an Argument, that it is 


the wiſeſt Courſe : For granting, that among. 


fifty Women in Years, there is but one, that has 
withſtood this Provocation of Nature,. and has 
kept her Virginity, we can conclude nothing, un- 


leſs firſt we examine the old Maids, how they 


have throve, and how they like their being ſingle 
at Long- run; and afterwards look into the vaſt 
Numbers of thoſe that would not be at that 
Trouble, and have try'd the Experiment as well 
as their Mothers; and ſee likewiſe, how Marri- 
age has agreed with them. 

Aut. With all my Heart, Aunt; and if I don't 
produce more married Women, that ſhall ſpeak 
in praiſe of it in this ſmall Town, than there are 
old Maids in all the County, I'll be bound to keep | 
my Maiden-head till I wear Spectacles, 

Luc. Not ſo faſt, Niece, what! You would 
bring me ſome giddy-brain'd Things, that knew 
nothing of the World before they married,. and 
have not had Leiſure yet to reflect on any thing, 
but which Way to gratify their Appetites, 
which firſt enſlaved them. If you would come 
to a fair Trial, you muſt take your married 
Women of the . Age with the . and, . 

< 
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if you do fo, you will not find one in five hun- 
dred, but what has repented a thouſand Times, 
that ever ſhe ſubmitted to the Yoak : Whillt all 
the old Maids, as ſoon as that troubleſome Itch 
is over, rejoice at having kept their Liberty, and 
agree unanimouſly in the Comforts of a ſingle 
Life. 

Ant. To this I have two Things to ſay ; ; the 
firſt is, that ſome People have reſerved their Vir- 
ginity, becauſe they never had an Opportunity, 
handſomely, to diſpoſe of it; and that conſe- 
quently they ought not to boaſt of it. 

Luc. There are no Women ſo ordinary, or 
ill-ſhaped, but there are Men as ugly, and de- 
formed ; dirty Puddings for dirty Dogs ; none 
can be troubled with the Burden long, if they 
care not which Way they get rid of it; but as 
for the Women that you ſpeak of, that would 
rather, than not handſomely Aa of it, let it 
alone, they deſerve abundance of Praiſe, and have 
as much Honour as any. 

Ant. Why, pray? 

Luc. Becauſe ſuch a one ſhews, that ſhe has 
all along remain'd Miſtreſs of her Choice, and 
preſerved a Diſcretion, which no married Woman 
can hoaſt of. 

Ant. How! Are there not Women enough, 
that, after having refuſed ſeveral good Matches, 
chuſe the beſt at laſt? _ 

Luc. Ves, but they can't prove by that, how 
diſcreet they would have been afterwards, if they 
had not us of the laſt, as they did. S0 
much. 
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much for your firſt Objection; 3 what is your ſe- 
cond ? 

Am. The ſecond i is, That TIRES the In- 
conſtancy and Diſcontentedneſs of human Na- 
ture, which always make us repine and grumble 
at our preſent Condition, it is very likely, that 
thouſands of Women, who have often raſhly re- 
pented that ever they were married, would, upon 
a more ſerious Reflection upon the Paſſages of 
their Lives, the Fruits of Wedlock, and other 
Circumſtances that have attended it, change 
their Note at laſt; and inſtead of bewailing the 
Loſs of their Virginity, not wiſh for the World, 
but that they had parted with it, as they 
did. 5 

Luc. This indeed is very true, and as well ob- 
ſerved: Therefore, leaving them to the Fickle- 
neſs of their own Minds, let us not trouble our 
Heads with what they ſay, or think of them- 
ſelves, and whether their Repentance be real 
at bottom, or whether their Fondneſs to their 
Brats, makes 'em forget all Miſeries, only 
ſtedfaſtly look into the Merits of the Cauſe, 
and - fee, what a rational and unconcerned 
Stander-by ought to judge of them, as to their 
happy or unhappy State. Name me a Woman 
of fifty or threeſcore, that was in your Cir- 
cumſtances, and about your Age when the mar- 
ry'd, in whoſe Condition you, would defire to 
be, if you ſhould live to be ſo old: I won't 
Rand upon a Year or two, or a thouſand Pound 
more or les, 
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Ant. T am too young to know what Ladies, 
that are now of that Age, were, when unmar- 
ry*d ; but I can tell you, in whoſe Place I could 
wiſh to be, if I was ſo old. 

Luc. Take care you are well acquainted with 
the Hiſtory of her Life, or elſe, how fhall we 
judge of the Comforts and Diſgraces that have 
attended it ? 

Ant. What do you think of Aurelia ? 

Tuc. Think of her! She is a very good hus 
mour'd, comely Woman, 

Ant. But J mean as to her living happily ? 

Luc. She lives extraordinary well indeed. 

Ant. Don't you think it is almoſt an uncon- 
ceivable Pleaſure for a Woman, to have fo 
charming a Creature for an only Daughter, 
as ſhe has, and to Tee her ſo well diſpoſed 
of. | 

Luc. How well, Child? 

Ant. How well ! To a Baronet, a Gentleman 
of Three thouſand a Year; that has fettled 
a thouſand Pound a Year upon her; is that 
not well diſpoſed of? At leaſt it is more than 
anſwerable to her Fortune; for ſhe gave but 
five Thouſand Pounds with her : Now, Aunt, 
her Virginity never could have help'd her to 
this, no more than thoſe four delicate Babes, 
her Grand-children 3 the eldeſt Boy I think is 
the fineſt Child that ever I beheld with my 
Eyes: Theſe are no fading Fopperies, or fooliſh 
Vanities, but real and ſubſtantial Bleſſings of the 
firſt rate. 


Luar. 
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Luc. How long have you known Aurelia! 2 

Ant. I remember her ever ſince her Daughter 
was about ſuch another as our Camilla, I believe 
J could not be above five or ſix Years old; 
the always kept a Coach, and a Footman ; ſhe 
has a Gardener, and three or four Maid-ſervants ;: 

her Houſe in Town is very well furniſhed, and ſo 
is this here ; -ſhe keeps a good Table, her Servants 
ſeem to live very eaſy. under her, and yet you ſhall 
not name a better ordered Family. 

Luc. Have you ever heard any thing of her 
Hufband ? 

Ant. Nothing, but that he dy'd many Years 
ago : To do what ſhe does, there is no doubt, 
but that he left her very well; and ſhe won't 
ſpeak ill of Matrimony ſure. 


Luc. I would never-have you talk of more than 
you know, Antonia. I remember Aurelia when 


ſhe was yet in Hanging-ſleeves, and I a Woman 
grown: And ſince you have named her for your 
Pattern, if you'll give me leave, to begin from 
the Bottom, and enlarge upon it a little, I'll tell 
you what I have known of her ſince, 

Ant.” I ſhall think it very diverting, 

Luc. Then we muſt defer it till To-morrow, 
for it will take up ſome Time. 

Ant. What you pleaſe, Aunt, 


THE 


THIRD DIALOGUE 


BETWEEN 


— od th + SHERI AE 
Or RIES "IS 


89 5 1 


LUCINDA and A xv am. 


1 SSL 


n r 
= i% * SOS hs 2 7 2 5 * * 
ONT 00 8 5 * J e e . 2 


— — 

N 5 ms YE. ba $4 8 
Y n 2 RAY 3 
n —_— =_ r . 
* n F 2 Pat . abs of ; 8 Bet OSS - 2895 2 > 

: rm td TR CE” ER IE Oo on I ed DEED 

Keg AE 88 . Fr AL ons 1 mas 8 2 SL 

p \ Bs Pac 1 TRE CU SEE IS „ 5 , 1 — 


5 l 
n 
. * \ - a wc 


W459 O U are up very early, Niece. 

7 Ant. Iſaw it was a fine Morn- 
ning, and hearing you cough in 
the Garden, I began to think 
on your Promiſe. Fo 

Luc. Do you mean the Hiſtory of Aurelia, 

Ant, Yes, Aunt. 

Luc. Then fit down; I am ready: Aurelia's 
Father was a Welchman, but had been ſent up to 
London very young; after having ſerved his Time 
with a Shoemaker, and been a Journeyman ſome 
Years, he married a Widow of the ſame Trade 
how long they liv*d together I can't well tell; 
but by Saving and Induſtry they had proſper'd ſo 
well, that when ſhe dy'd, he left off his Shoe- 
mazker's Shop by degrees, and turned Leather- 
ſeller. Two or three Years after the Death of his 
Wife, by whom he had no Children, he marry'd 
a fecond, the only Child of a Tanner, who, tho” 
* had bred der but meanly, had left her above a 
thouſand 
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thouſand Pound, when he dy'd. This was the 
Mother of Aurelia, whoſe Father was now a 
conſiderable Dealer: When the Daughter, of 
whom they were extraordinary fond, came to be 


eight or nine Years old, the Huſband and Wife 


often quarrell'd about her Education ; till at laſt 
the Father, ſeeing that neither of em could make 
a great Hand of it, carry'd her to a Boarding- 
School, and told the Miftreſs of it, that tho' he 
looked plain, he was a rich Man, and would 
value no Money, fo he could but have his 
Daughter made as fine a Lady as any was in the 
Land. So Aurelia received all the Learning a 
good Boarding-School could help her to; and, 


whilſt ſhe was there, in a few Years, her Father 


throve fo well, that, before ſhe was ſixteen, he 
defign'd her a Portion of ten thouſand Found, 
if he liked the Man. The Noiſe of ſuch a For- 
tune to a genteel, handſome, young Woman, 
whoſe Father and Mother were both yet alive, 
and never had had, and conſequently were not 
likely now to have any other Children, could not 
but draw abundance of Suitors. The Father who 
never tad minded any thing but getting of 


Money, as ſoon as Aurchia was come to live at 


home, began to take Notice of the World, ſet 
up his Coach, and was very proud in carrying 


his Daughter about for a Shew. One Day com 
ing from Hide-Park, Aurelia fell in Love with a 


Gentleman ſhe ſaw on Horſeback : Dorante, for 
that was his Name, as he was prancing and ſta- 
ring about, happen'd to throw his Eyes that Way, 
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and meeting with hers, found ſo much Diſorder 
in her Countenance, that, having a good Opinion 
of himſelf, he preſently ſuſpected the Cauſe, he 
ſent a Porter to follow the Coach, and being in- 
formed of her Name, and Circumſtances, writ 
to her very paſſionately the next Day ; ſhe an- 


ſwered © preſently, and thus a Love Intrigue 


began: Mean while, the old Man, having no 
other Notion of making his Daughter happy, 
than by making her rich, had pitch'd upon a Son - 
in-Law, that had a vaſt Eſtate, but was very de- 
formed, and ſlighting the Averſion which he 
perceived his Daughter had againſt him, granted 
Acceſs to nobody but him. Dorante not being 
baſhful, as ſoon as he was ſure of his Miſtreſs's 
Approbation, went directly to her Father, and 
told him his Errand: He was a tall, well-made, 
proper Man; and Aurelia's Father ſeeing a Gen- 
tleman of his Mien, well-dreſs'd, with a couple 
of Footmen in good Liveries to attend him, re- 
ceived him very civilly. Dorante, being aſk'd 
the neceſſary Queſtions, told him with a great 
Aſſurance, that he was a Gentleman of only a 


4 # Thouſand a Year yet, but that he had greater 


Expectations: As for his Country, that it was 
Ireland, where he was of a great Family; ſome of 


JF which perſuaded him, as the firſt Step to Prefer- 
1 ment, to accept of a Company in a Regiment of 
1 Foot. The old Man, very uneaſy at the Words, 


Ireland, and Company, gave him a ſhort Anſwer, 
aa, his Daughter was too young to think ok 
DE ſuch thing yet, and defired the Captain to 

E forbear 
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forbear his addreſſes. Dorante would not be put 
by ſo; he knew Aurelia's Mind, and, by means 
of Ks her Maid, often ſaw the Miſtreſs: 
Whilſt the Father, bearing no great Loye to Do- 
rante's Profeſſion, was much alarmed at kis Iriſb 
Propoſal, thought all Delays dangerous, and preach- 
ing nothing but Paſſive- obedience and Non-re- 
ſiſtance to his Daughter, preſs'd her hard to think 
well of his Choice: She defending herfelf with 
the ſame Argument of her Youth, which he had 
uſed to the Captain, made a vigorous Oppoſition, 
and was ſo conſtant in her Refuſal, that her Fa- 
ther, who was of an obſtinate, wilful Temper, 


ſeeing her ſo reſolute, began to be rough with her, 


told her he would be obey'd, and being very co- 
vetuous, reſolved to make als of all his Autho- 
rity, to force her Inclinations, and rather marry 
her by Violence, than miſs of ſo rich A Prize: H 

look d upon Dorante as a Man, not to be daſh'd hy 
the firſt Denial, and fearing he might make ſome 
other Attempt, was very watchful, and in a little 
Time diſcovered, by an intercepted Letter, his 
Daughter's Paſſion : Being a choleric Man, he 
ran up where ſhe was, in a great Rage, and beat 
her moſt unmercifully : When Night came, he 
lock'd her up, and treated her with fo much ri- 
gour for ſeveral Months, that at laſt ſhe fell ſick ; 


and when nobody expected ſhe would live, the 


Father repenting of his Severity, only ſhewed 
abundance of Sorrow ; but the Mother, who had 
been always over-fond, reſolved to try a more 


effectual Remedy; and knowing Dorante to be 
„„ the 
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the Cauſe, ſends for him to her Daughter: She 
obſerv'd, the Sight of him had reviv'd Aurelia, 
and, unknown to her Huſband, procur'd him ſe- 
veral Viſits: Whether the Diſtemper was at the 
higheſt, or that Dorante's Preſence wrought the 
Cure, ſhe mended viſibly after: But when both 
the Father and Mother thouzht her recover'd, 
ſhe was loſt at once: For one Morning, the Maid 
not finding her in her Chamber, went to look 
for her in that of her Mother's, but not being 
there neither, the Houſe was ſoon in an Uproar ; 
Search was made every where, but no Daughter 
heard of: Six Days after there came a Letter, 
ſign'd Dorante and Aurelia, that acquainted them 
with their being married at Che/ter, from whence 
they were to go the next Morning to Nefſon, in 
order to embark for [reland. 

This News you muſt think ſurpriz'd them 
much. The Father was ſo terribly angry, that, 
without examining any further, he wiſhed a 


2X thouſand Curſes might light on Dorante's Head, 


and made as horrid Imprecations againſt his 


Daughter: The Mother cry'd bitterly ; and in be- 
*X# wailing of her Loſs, ſhe was ſo imprudent, that 


among many Lamentations, more loud than co- 
#X herent, ſhe drop'd ſome Words, by which her 


XZ Huſband underſtood, that during his Daughter's 
XZ Sickneſs, Dorante had often ſeen her by the Mo- 
q ther's Conſent : This provok'd him worſe than 
# the reſt, and diſcharging all his Fury upon the 


poor Woman, he kick'd her about the Houſe 


9 . a Foot- ball, and with all the Billing ſgate of 


14 old 
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old Bawds, and Salt Bitches, damning his Wife, 
and finking his Daughter, raved like a Mad- 
man ; till at laſt being wearted with this, he 
made a folemn Vow, and wiſh'd for Damnation, 
if ever he ſhould own again, either the one, or 
the other. He was as good as his Word; for 
that ſame Night he turn'd his Wife out of Doors: 
As for Aurelia, he would never ſo much as 
hearken to any body that pretended to ſpeak in 
her behalf. The Mother was taken in by a 
kind Relation; but ſhe troubled him not long, 
for, overwhelm'd with Grief, what with the 
Running away of her Daughter, and what with 
the Brutality of her Huſband, ſhe was imme- 
diately ſeiz'd with a Fever, and, without ever 
hearing any more of either, dead and bury'd, 
in leſs than a Fortnight, Her Huſband having 
made a Will, by which he wholly excluded his 
Daughter, out-liv'd her not much above. three 
. Years 3 at the end of which he ran diſtracted, 
dy'd quickly after, and left above fifty thou- 
ſand Pounds to a Stranger. I know you are a 
Critick, Antonia, don't you think my Tale te- 
dious ? | 

Ant, No indeed, Aunt ; far from it. 

Luc. I was afraid you thought me long; be- 
cauſe one ſhould not be ſo particular in Circum- 
ſtances that are immaterial to the Plot, and fo- 
reign from the End to which a Story is told. 

Ant. J have heard nothing but what was very 
material: Others, perhaps, would have thought 
it ſuſkicient, in regard to what befel _— 
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if they had only ſaid, That ſhe fell in Love 
with an Iriſh Gain, with whom, after having 
been marry'd againſt her Parents Conſent, ſhe 
ſtole away into his own Country : But by this 
Aurelia would have been much wrong'd ; for 
though ſhe was guilty of great Folly and Indiſ- 
cretion at firſt, yet her latter Conduct has been 
much juſtify'd by the mechanic Spirit, and 
 brutiſh Nature of the Father, as well as the 
little Prudence of the Mother; of both which 1 
could not have had ſo full and fo clear a Notion, & 
if you had omitted or left out the leaſt Circum- 
ſtance : As to the End for which a Story is told, 
I think you have purſu'd yours very artfully ; 
for I ſuppoſe your Meaning is, firſt to ſhew that 
Aurelia had not been ſo happy as I thought 
for ; and then that Marriage. was. the Cauſe of 
her Misfortunes, in order for me to avoid it : 
And which way could this be done better than by 
being diffuſive on the ill Conſequences of Love 
in general ? 

Luc. You have made it out fo well, that if 
People ſhould hear us, they would think, I made 
Blunders on purpoſe, that you might ſhew your 
Wit in bringing me off. 

Ant. I rather believe, Aunt, they would ſay, 
you banter'd your poor Niece, and pretended 
thoſe Things to be Errors, which in reality you 
knew to be Beauties, on purpoſe to try whether 
ſhe would be Fool enough to ſay ſo too. 


Tus. 
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Luc, You are an unlucky Baggage. 
Ant. But I am impatient to know what Treat- 
ment Aurelia received from Dorante afterwards: 
May I defire you to go on? 

Luc. With all my Heart, 

Ant. But pray don't be more conciſe; for it 
is ſo entertaining, I am afraid I ſha*n't have 
enough of it. | 

Luc. III pleats you if I can, The Contents 
of the Letter which were ſent to Aurelia's Fa- 
ther, were very true: They made what haſte 
they could for Ireland, and after a ſhort and eaſy 
Paſſage, arrived ſafely at Dublin, where they 
ftay'd in Expectation of hearing from London, 
But before I proceed any further, I am to ac- 


quaint you with ſeveral Things concerning Do- 


rante, He was a Man well-born, and weli-bred, 


he had ſtudied tolerably well; and altho' his 
Parents always lived in the Country, had been 
chiefly brought up in Dublin. He had a Gentle- 


man-like Skill in moſt Exerciſes, of which his 
Maſter-piece was that of riding the Great- horſe. 
When he was young, his Father dy'd worth 
two hundred and fifty Pounds a Year, of which, 


fiſty were his Wife's Jointure : He never had 


more than two Children, Derante and his. Sif- 
ter; and that his Son's Eſtate might not be in- 
cumber'd, by his Frugality he had ſav'd five 
hundred Pounds, which were carefully laid up 
for his Daughter. On his Death-bed he left 
every thing under the Tuition of his Wife, with 


a great Charge, that Dorante ſhould have = the 
du- 
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Education beſtow*d upon him, that he ſhould be 


capable of receiving; which ſhe faithfully per- 


form'd. About half a Year after Dorante had 
been of Age, and poſſeſſed of his Eſtate, he 
came for England: He was generous and bold, 
more cunning than witty, and ſet out with very 
few Faults, and of them a little Conceit, and, 


an Itch to Romancing, were the worſt, though 


not very conſpicuous; but coming to Court, 
which was then very debauch'd, he quickly be- 

came as thoſe he convers'd with, From the 
very firſt he never had an Inclination for any 
Company but what liv'd above him; and ſeeing 
that, at the rate he began his Expences, T'wo hun- 
dred a Year, would go but a very little Way, he 
preſently took up ſome Money, and mortgaged 
Part of his Eſtate : He was a great Lover of 'Ten- 
nis ; and being no bad Player, won a pretty deal 
at it, not ſo much by his Skill, as his Dexterity 
in hiding it, and covering his Play : From this 
he was brought to other Gaming; and being for- 
tunate, in a little Time ſaw himſelf Maſter of 
a conſiderable Sum. Puffed up with Succeſs, he 
look'd upon his Eftate as a Trifle, and not trou- 
bling his Head with paying off what he owed 
upon it, raiſed his Hopes very high, and with 
them his Expences. As Gaming occaſions the 
keeping of ill Hours, and that abundance of 
Vices, ſo being fluſh in the Pocket, he ſoon fell 
in with Whoring and Drinking, and began to be 
what that hateful Sex calls a good Companion, 

* was an Age in which nothing went down but 


Faſtime 
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Paſtime and Pleaſure, and few Virtues were 
allowed of, but Valour and good Humour, Do- 
rante had not been long in Town, but found an 
Opportunity to let the World ſee, that he want- 
ed neither; for happening to meet with twa 
Quarrels, the firſt with one that was famous for 
Fighting, the ſecond with a Man of a great E- 
ſtate, but a noted Coward, he behav'd himſelf 


with as much Bravery and Evenneſs of Temper 
in the one, as he ſhew'd Knowledge, in point of 


Honour and good Breeding, in the other; and 
as there is not any thing that makes a Man more 
known than a Duel, eſpecially if it be with one 
of Diſtinction, and procures him greater Ap- 
plauſe than the managing of it with Diſcretion as 
well as Courage, ſo theſe two Rencounters fall - 
ing out not long from one another, gain'd him 
no ſmall Reputation, and in leſs than a Twelve- 
month Dorante had a general Acquaintance at 
Whitehall, and was every where eſteem'd, and as 
well receivid. Thus far the Proipect is fair 


enough, but now we have ſcen the beſt Part of 


him ; for Fortune not favouring always alike, 
and himſelf being extravagant, he firſt ran; out 
what he had in ready Caſh, then ſelling the beſt 
Part of his Eſtate, whilſt the Remainder was 
deeply engaged, before he was five and: twenty 
he was reduced to a very low Ebb, If he could 
have lived upon Two or Three Hundred-a Year, 
the Tennis-Court might have maintained him ; 
but not being able to be without Horſes, and 
two or three Servants, and being expenſive in 
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his Pleaſures when all his Subſtance was gone, 
he was forc'd to betake himſelf to ſeveral 
Shifts: He ran in every body's Debt, he bor- 
4 row'd Money of all he knew, and being no more 
* ſhamefaced than any of his Country, never 
went without any thing, that was to be had 
for aſking. Notwithſtanding all this, he wag 
generally bare; till conſidering at laſt that Ga. 
g ming had been the chief Cauſe of his Ruin, 
and more than ſuſpecting that he had not always 
2M loſt upon the ſquare, he reſolv*d to try if Luck 
| could not be forc'd, and begun with great Ap- 


= 
F. 
2 


that is, to be more plain, turn Sharper, This 
prov'd a very profitable Trade the firſt Year, 
and brought him a good Revenue. To keep up 
his Credit, as Money came in, he paid off moſt 
of his Debts, always keeping to the ſame Rule 
*#F which I have been told they follow at the Navy, 
the ſma'l Ships firſt. Dorante was very in- 
duſtrious, and pick'd up new Bubbles every 
Day; among others, that had the Misfortune 
L to fall into his Hands, it was reported that 
9 a Perſon of Quality, whom he had got to him- 
ſelt, loſt a larger Sum of Money than ſuited 

5 Jvith his Conveniency to pay preſently. The 
Nobleman aſk'd Time; in the granting of 


x ew'd himſelf ſo obliging, that the other, 
about a Fortnight after, to let him ſee that he 
1 mad taken Notice of his Civility, and thought 
ghimſelf beholden to him, came one Morning to 

| and told him, that he had a Company 


4 plication to ſtudy the cunning Part of Play; 


1 which, after a very courteous Manner, Dorante 
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of Foot to diſpoſe of; if it was worth his while, 
it ſhould be at his Service, Never was any Prof- 
fer more acceptable to Dorante than this: Wita 
a thouſand Proteſtations, as we may ſuppoſe, 
of being his Lordſhip's moſt Humble and 
Devoted Servant for ever, he ſtruck the Iron 
whilſt it was hot, and with Gratitude in his Coun- 
tenance, laying hold of the Opportunity he had 
his Commiſſion ſign'd the next Day. 

Ant. I wonder, ſince Dorante had found out 
fo beneficial a Calling, he ſhould be fo over- 
joy'd at this: Methinks, he might have been 
afraid, that one Day or other it would draw 
him from Court, where his Pleaſure as well as his 


Livelihood lay. | 
Luc, It was in Time of Peace, and Officers | 


did what they pleas'd : Beſides, it was an ad- 2 


mirable Cloak to ſhelter under. Dorante under- 
ſtood the World entirely well ; he knew that a 
Man of no Employ, or any viſible Income, that 
appears and lives like a Gentleman and makes i 
Gaming his conſtant Buſineſs, is always ſuſpected 
of not playing for Diverſion only; and in 


Mort, of knowing and practiſing more than he 
ſhould do. He likewiſe foreſaw, that his Gains 


would not be always the ſame ; it was poſſible he 
might be found out, or if not, by fleecing great 
Numbers every Body would ſhun him in Time. 
He was very glad of having this Certainty to 
truſt to; and Money coming in daily, he had a 
Thought of recovering that Part of his Eſtate, 


that was not quite gone: He was now grown more 
ſedate, 
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fedate, and leaving off ſeveral extravagant and 
idle Ways of ſpending, became very provident 
to what he us'd to be. He was a great Lover of 
Women, and as he was reſolved to leave nothing 
unattempted, that might turn to Profit, knowing 


| himſelf to be a handſome, clean Fellow, fell to 
Intriguing, and by this Means often made a Penny 


of the Pleaſures which before he uſed to pay for. 


But notwithſtanding, that he had ſo many Ways 


of getting and ſaving, nothing ever proſper'd with 
him : Sharping was very advantagious to him 
the Firſt Year, as I told ye, but after that it fell 
by Degrees ; for though he had never been taken 
in any Fact, yet by ſtriping ſo many, ſeveral that 
had been under his Clutches began to have an ill 
Opinion of him; and it was not long, but Capt. 
Dorante had a very bad Reputation. But the 
chief Thing that always kept him Poor was, that 
he had ſuch a prodigious Itch to Gaming, and 
Fortune was ſo little his Friend, that whenever 
he had got any thing by foul Play, he could 
ſeldom reſt before he loſt it again fairly at the 
Groom-Porter's, or other Places, where he knew 
his Tricks would not paſs. This was the Cha- 


racter, and theſe were the Circumſtances of Do- 


rante, when Aurelia ſaw him firſt, and fell fo 


ſuddenly in that fond and unruly Paſſion, which 


nothing could excuſe her in, but her Youth and 

little Experience. 

Ant, No, nor they neither, I think 
Luc. What you ſay is true, Niece: But it is no 


| 1 more than what I have often obſerved of a Board- 
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ing School Education; there they may be taught 


to ſing and dance, to work and dreſs, and if you 


will, receive good Inſtructions for a genteel Car- 
Tiage, and how to be mannerly ; but theſe Things 


chiefly concern the Body, the Mind remains unin- 


ſtructec: They lead eaſy and lazy Lives, and 
have abundance of Time upon their Hands, eſpe- 
Cially thoſe whoſe Relations are rich, and fooliſh 
enough to furniſh them with as much Money as 
may enable them to bribe their Teachers to neg- 
lect their Duty, and wink at their Faults, and 
by cramming themſelves with Cuſtards and 
Cheeſecakes all Day long, oblige their Miſtreſs 
with having no Stomach to their Dinner, T have 
often taken Notice, how they have run together 
in Shoals, whiſpering and hugging one another, 


and ſtanding ſtill between whiles, all at once ſet 


up a Laughter with ſo much Loudneſs, and fo 
many Grimaces, as if they were tickled to Death ; 
and all this occaſioned by ſome filly, naughty 


Word, they have got by the end; perhaps a baudy 


Monoſyllable, ſuch as Boys write upon Walls, 
which they have ſeen in coming from Church, 
and is often all they bring Home : It is incredi- 


debauch'd, where there is ſuch a Parcel of 'em 
together; you may ſee by their Actions, when 
they begin to know what they are made of : 


The bigger Miſſes ſeparate from the reſt, and 


treat the ſmaller Fry either with ſo much Scorn 


out of Sight, or elſe with ſo much Womanlineſs, 


and 


ble to unthinking People, how the tender Fan- 
cies of thoſe young Chits are wounded and really 
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and affected Motherly Care, before your Face, 


as ſhews, they think themſelves very knowing 


and experienc'd Ladies in regard to the other: All 
the Week long they are commonly barr'd from 
the Sight of Man, Sundays excepted; ſome are 
arch, moſt of 'em wanton, and when they grow 
up, all fill one another's Heads with ſo much Rub- 


biſh of Courtſhip, and Love, that it is a Wonder 


they don't run away with the firſt Man they fee. 

Ant. You don't take it ill, I hope, that they 
are hinder'd from converfing with Men, 

Luc. I would not, if either the ſame Reſer- 
vedneſs was to continue, or elſe, that their Friends 
had Husbands ready for them at the Gates, when 
they take em away : But I think it very dange- 
rous, to have *em kept from the Sight of Man, 
during their Childhood, till they are ripe, and 


ready to run mad for em, and then at once to 


thruſt 'em in the midſt of 'em: It is a much 


greater Happineſs for young Ladies to be edu- 


cated in a private Family. 


Ant. But moſt People are of Opinion, that 


Strangers who always keep Children at a Di- 
ſtance, and ſuch, as by long Experience have 
learn'd to correct, as well as penetrate, into the 
ſeveral Humours of 'em, are more likely to do 
good with 'em, than indulging Parents, or 
others at Home, that being too fond of 'em, 
or elſe too familiar with 'em, ſeldom can keep 


em in Awe. 


Luc. This only takes Place in ſuch Parents 
as Aurelia had, that being ill-bred People 
| F'3 them- 
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themſelves, and unable to rule their own Paf- 
ſi ons, could never be fit to govern others: 
I would have Girls bred under the Government 
of a prudent Mother, or other near Relation, 
that's virtuous, has feen the World, and been 
brought up well herſelf: From ſuch a one it is 
to be hop'd, that by frequently exhorting them 
to their Duty, and early arming them againſt 
Temptation, ſhe ſhall warn them againſt the 
Snares and artful Aſſaults of treacherous Man; 
till by ſeaſonable Admonitions, and ſerious Diſ- 
courſes, their wild Deſires ſhall be curb'd, and 
their Minds render'd as cautious and diſcreet, as 
their Behaviour is genteel and agreeable: ? Tis not 


to be thought that a Stranger, who, only for a 


Livelihood, ſtudies which Way to pleaſe young 
Miſſes, and their Friends, at the cheapeſt Rate, 
ſhould take ſo much Pains ; neither can that Care 
be expected from a Woman, tho? never ſo wil ; 


ling, that having all Day long forty or fifty 


of them about her Ears, and tired with 
the Noiſe, is glad to be rid of *em, and as 
Joon as Teaching-time is over, muſt mind her 


own Buſineſs, I hope you'll pardon this long 


Digreſſion. 


Ant. I ſhall always hear with Pleaſure any 
thing that puts me in mind of the Obligation 1 


owe you. 
Luc. Having told you before what befel Au- 


relia from her firſt ſeeing of Dorante, till her com- 
ing to Ireland, I'll ſtep back to Dublin, where 


we left em both. Dorante judging, by the Pro- 
bability 


We 
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bability of Things, did not queſtion, but they 
ſhould have Letters within a Fortnight from Au- 


relia's Parents, in Anſwer, to what they writ 


from Che/ter ; but, not hearing one Syllable fram 


em, he grew uneaſy; for tho* Aurelia was a 


charming young Creature, that loved him to 
Diſtraction, Dorante could never be happy, un- 
leſs he enjoy'd that, for which he had courted her; 
it was not a Wife, but Money, he wanted : 
When ſix Months were expired, and yet no News 
come, his Fears would often, when he was re- 
flecting on the Stubbornneſs and Brutality of the 
Father, ſuſpe&t that which was the real Cauſe ; 
but when again he conſider'd Aurelia's being 
an only Child, the great Wealth of the Father, 
and the Fondneſs of the Mother, he could not 
but think, that tho' their Anger might laſt for 
nine or ten Months, ſince what was done could 
not be revoked, they would be reconciled at the 
end, and conſequently, that his Fortune was eſta- 
blifh'd for ever. From the firſt Day he was come 
to Ireland, he took up with the fame Trade he 
had followed before, and being yet unknown a3 
to his Character, it turn'd to better Account 
than it had done of late in England. As to Au- 
relia, Dorante had ſo many winning Ways, where 
he deſign'd to pleaſe, and had ſo entirely gain'd 
her Heart, that all her Joys and Wiſhes only 
centring in her Huſband, and her ſelf wanting 
for nothing, ſhe lived very contentedly for ſome 
Time, Many People had been employed about 
her Father, every thing had been try'd to ſof- 
ten 
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ten his Heart, and nothing had been neglected 
that was moving: But when Dorante ſaw, that 
after a Trial of two Vears, neither Letters nor 
Friends could get any Acceſs to him, and that, 
as I have told you, he would never ſo much as 
hear any thing in his Daughter's Behalf, then 
he began to deſpair, and repent of his Bargain. 


Hitherto they had lived tolerably well, and Do- 


rante had play'd the kind Huſband, at leaſt in 
outward Shew ; but now he began to be ſurly, 
every Thing offended him at Home, and all the 
fond Love, and Submiſſiveneſs of Aurelia, could 
hardly keep him from being miſchievous ; he 


would not have been ſo bad, if his Harveſt had 


continued; but after he had been a Year and a 
half in Ireland, he began to be ſuſpected; and 


an ill Report being once ſpread of him, as the 


Place was ſmaller, ſo he became in a little Time 
more notorious where he was, than ever he had 
been whence he came. They had one Child, 
and Aurelia was ready to lie- in of another, the 
Charges encreaſed, and his Pay as Captain could 
not maintain himſelf, and his Family, though he 
forgot nothing, of what by falſe Muſters, or 
obbing of his Men, could be ſqueez'd out of the 
Company. Dorante, who ever ſince he had fol- 
lowed his infamous Courſes, had loved nothing, 
but for his own Sake, nor valu'd any thing at a 
higher Price than the Money he could make of 
it would come to? as ſoon as his Wife, who 
had been brought to Bed of a Girl, got up again, 


threw his Eyes on her Beauty, and was reſolved, 
it 
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if one Way he could not get Money with her, 
he would have it another: When Caſh grew 
low at firſt, he had, the better to ſupport his Ex- 
travagancies abroad, pinched his Wife's uſual 
Allowance, and tinted the Family at home; but 
no ſooner was this helliſh Proje& framed, but 
to carry on his Deſign, he preſently, not only al- 
low'd her more, but likewiſe altered his Humour, 
bought her new Cloaths, and treated ther again 
as civilly as ever, The poor Woman, raviſh'd 
to ſee this Change, ſhew'd her Joy and Satisfac- 
tion with all the endearing Expreſſions that 
Love or Gratitude could invent. One Day 
talking by themſelves, after a diverting Diſ- 
courſe, he ſmilingly look'd upon her with great 
Attention, commended her Face, and in a Lover's 
Phraſe, taking notice of every particular Grace 
and Feature that was handſome in it, he kiſs'd 
her, and putting her in mind of ' ſeveral Plea- 
ſures paſt, repeated with a great deal of Mirth, 
ſome agreeable Paſſages, at the Remembrance of 
which ſhe could not forbear bluſhing ; when the 
Blood had tainted her Cheeks, and he thought 
her moved, laying hold of her Neck, and ſtaring 
in her Eyes, Ay dear Aurelia, ſays he, thou haſt 
Charms enough to be the Miſtreſs of a King ; and in 
the ſame Breath, extolling the Generoſity of a 
Perſon of the firſt Quality, that was noted for 
Lewdneſs and Inconſtancy, told her, his Fortune 
was made if ſhe would not oppoſe it. Aurelia, 
who never had one ſingle Thought that had 


roved from Dorante, ſince ſhe had ſeen him firſt, 
being 
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being as much in love with him as ever, neither 
minded what Man he praiſed, nor the infernal 
Plot he was contriving againſt her Honour ; and 
thinking nothing was couch'd under his Words, 
but ſome kind pretty Turn of virtuous Love, 
remain'd in the ſame Poſture, and reply'd, look- 
ing with all the Kindneſs ſhe was capable of : 
Can my Dorante doubt of being happy, whenever 
it ſhall be in Aurelia's Power to make him 
ſo? He bid her be as good as her Promiſe, 
and after few Words more went out, and left 
her extraordinary well pleaſed with having ſeen 
her Huſband in ſo contented and loving a Hu- 
mour. In the Evening he came back, and carry'd 
her to the Play, where ſeeing the Nobleman 
he ſpoke of, he dwelled a long while on his Wit, 


and other good Qualities, For three or four 


Days he hardly left her an Hour, and continued 
giving her all the Pleaſure he could think of; 
but the Subſtance of all the Diſcourſe he enter- 
tained her with, was a Panegyric upon all man- 
ner of Vice and Profaneneſs, ridiculing the Sin- 
fulneſs of Adultery and unlawful Love ; preach- 
ing up for all Obſcenity, and making uſe of the 
ſame Arguments, as if he had been debauching 
another Man's Wife : He told her, how little 
he could ever be guilty of Jealouſy ; and that 
Friends might be communicative in every thing, 
that it muſt be a great Churl, or a Fool, that 
| ſhould like his own Garden the worſe, becauſe 
another had been there, though he had robbed it of 
nothing, nor left ſo much as a Foot-ſtep behind 

| him : 
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him : As for his Part, he thought no more Harm 
in it, than in drinking with a Man out of the 
ſame Cup. Aurelia was but young ; for tho* by 
this time ſhe had two Children, ſhe was not 
nineteen yet; and being thus prepared, was 
brought to the Perſon her Huſband had promis'd 
her to. Dorante, who was with her, had or- 
dered her not to be ſtarch'd, but merry and free, 
and appear as gay as ſhe could ; and after having 
ſtay'd a little while, pretending he was ſent for 


-upon an extraordinary Occaſion, he withdrew, 
and left her, promiſing to come again preſently ; 


but returned not till it was late, and time to go 
home. The Company parted, and in a Month's 
time the Gallant had often had the ſame Op- 
portunity of Aurelia's Converſation by her Huſ- 


| band's procuring : She had a good Voice, and 


danced very well; and his Lordſhip, who had 
liked her more than any he knew when he had 
only ſeen her, now charn'd likewiſe with her 
Company, began really to love her. His Court- 
ſhip was very troubleſome to Aurelia; ſhe ſhew'd 


ber Huſband that it was not without Reluctancy 


whenever ſhe was foreed to ſee him; Dorante 
telling her that he would not for the World diſ- 


oblige him, ſhe ſuffer'd him to ſay what he pleas'd, 


and gave it a Hearing : But both the Spark, and 
the Huſband, ſeeing they could gain no Ground 


upon her, the latter one Day reſolved to try more 


effectual Means, and promiſing his Lordſhip, 
that he ſhould be ſatisfied, deſired him to come 
to his Houſe the next Morning early. Now, 
Antonia 
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Antonia, ſomething follows that isnot ſo very pro- 
per for Virgins to hear. 


Ant. Why not, Aunt, as long as there is no- 


body here but you and I ? 
uc. Then I'll ſtudy to wrap it up as well as I 


can, but I would rather drink Coffee firſt, before 
I go on any further. 


Ant. Pray, Aunt, let us taſte of that fine Cho- 


colate that was. ſent you Yeſterday. 

Luc. That is not good for you. 
Ant. You told me often, that nothing which 
is wholeſome is bad for People in Health ; 3 and [ 
am very well. 

Luc, You may do it for yourſelf then; for J 
will drink Coffee, 
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FOURTH DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN 
1 LucINDA and ANTONIA. 


SB O N*T be fo eager, let me 
empty my Mouth firſt, 

Ant. I ſaid when you have 
„done, Aunt. 

Fling Well, you know where I left off. That 
ſame Night Dorante came home drunk; and 
being then always very abuſive, he upbraided his 

Wife with her running away from a Father, kill- 
E ing a Mother, and ruining a Huſband; railing 
at her as long as his Tongue could wag, till he 
i dropp'd a- ſleep. Next Morning as ſoon as he 
1 opened his Eyes, looking on her with a ſtern 
Countenance, he told her, laſt Night, Aurelia, 
1 I ſuppoſe I rav'd, but now I'll be very ſerious : 
There is nothing in this World more ſcandalous 
1 than to be without Money; if I had thought 
that I ſhould have had none with you, I would 
5 never have marry'd you. This has been a great 
Diſappointment to me, yet I have not valued 
it as long as I could procure a Plenty by my own 
In- 
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Induſtry : It has coſt me above three thouſand 
Pound ſince I have had you; as you have had 
your Share in the ſpending, what can be more 
reaſonable, ſince the getting any more my Way 
is impracticable, than that you ſhould lik»wiſe 
endeavour to do ſomething for your Living, 
when I ſhew you that the Method is as ſafe as it 
is eaſy ? A Nobleman, from whom I expect every 


thing, ſighs for you, and adores you; a Huſ- 


band deſires you to be yielding and complaiſant ; 


yet you remain obſtinate and ill-natur'd to hin- 
der the Felicity of both. I have given you Hints 


enough, by which you might have underſtood 
my Pleaſure: Would you have me to be more 
plain ! Let him lie with you, and you'll oblige 
me : If not, I can keep you no longer; turn out 
with your Brats. The Pretences I hear, under 
which you cover your IIl-manners, are Virtue, 
and your Love to your Huſband : Ought you not 
to bluſh at ſuch frivolous Excuſes? How often 
have I told you, that there is no intrinſic 
Worth in any thing but Money ? This is the 
Standard, without which no Value can be ſet 
upon any thing, it is in the World, what a 
Figure is an Arithmetic, the only thing that 


ſanding by itſelf has any Signification ; to which 


all the Vertues and good Qualities are meer Cy- 
phers, that are never to be uſed but to advance 
the Figure, always taking care to poſtpone *em, 
if you would make him ſerviceable, and there- 
fore if you are poſſeſs'd of any Virtue, that will 
ge tus Money, ſhew it ; but as for bare Virtue, 


the 
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the very Moraliſts, that in extolling it, have 
wrong'd their Judgment to ſhew their Wit, 
muſt own, that it's worth nothing ; for telling us 
that it is its own Reward, is as much as if they 
would ſay, be virtuous as long as you live, and 
you'll get nothing but your Labour for your Pains, 
The next, that your Love to me ſhould be the 
Reaſon of your Denial, is a Contradiction; for it 
is impoſſible that any one aſked to do a Kindneſs, 
ſhould refuſe it for the Love of him that deſires 
to have it done, and to whom it will prove be- 
neficial. Your Youth, and want of Conſidera- 
tion, may miſtake it for Love, Aurelia, but it is 
only your being beſotted to a thing you have 
been uſed to; as ſome Babes are fond of 
their own Bubby, tho' it be never ſo good for 
'em to change their Milk: Have you never ſeen 
*em, when they are put to a ſtrange Breaſt, how 
they'll ſcratch and tear, cry their little Hearts 


out, and rather ſtarve than draw it? This is 


your Caſe exactly, and there is as much Wit in 
the one, as there is in the other. You are juſt 
like the Children, that can play a hundred pretty 
Tricks, if they pleaſe; when you are alone 
with them, they'll a& them over and over again, 
till you are tired ; but to oblige and divert your 
Friend you ſhan't make em ſhew one, tho? you 
kiſs'd their Breech ; and inſtead of doing as you 


bid 'em, they'll run into a Corner to hide their 


Faces, and pray what is the Reaſon? the ſame 
as yours, forſooth they are aſhamed ; pr'ythee 
leave being ſo childiſh, and conſider you are a 
Womans 
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Woman, and have two Children of your own. 
Whilſt this damnable Doctrine was broaching, 
2 Servant open'd the Door, and told him my 
Lord was below; Dorante bid her de- 
ſire him to walk up, and ſhew him into the 
Dreſſing- Room, and when ſhe was gone, ſqueez- 
ing his Wife by the Hand, he told her, you once 
ſaid, I needed not doubt of being happy, if you 
could make me ſo, now is the time, ſhew it, 
adding theſe Words while he ſlipt on his Night- 
Gown ; and if your Conſcience be fo fooliſhly 
ſcrupulous, as to boggle at Sin, there is no oc- 


caſion of committing any, unleſs you have a mind 4 
i — 2 . . * 8 
to it; for it being an Act of the Soul, it is in 3 
your Power to prevent it, by having no luſtful NF 


Thoughts : Let him do what he pleaſes, and 
you think what you will: At the Jatter end of * 
this Sentence, he jump'd out of Bed, and after 
he had let the Nobleman into the Chamber, 
pointing to his Wife, ſaid, there lies a fooliſh 
Carrion, that has been crying this half Hour, 
and I can't tell you for what; ſhe's very tickliſh 
under the ſhort Ribs, I wiſh your Lordſhip would 
try if you can't make her laugh; then without 
ſtaying for any Anſwer, went out at the ſame 
Door the Nobleman was come in at, and imme- 
diately lock'd it after him. 

Ant, Execrable Villain ! I dare not aſk what 
befel Aurelia; for I can gueſs too well. 

Luc. You may be miſtaken ; Aurelia, when 
her Huſband began to talk to her firſt, hearken'd | 
to him very attentively, till becoming, as he call'd \ 
it, 
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it, more plain with her, ſhe ſaw that there was 
no room left to doubt of his damnable Meaning 
and then ſhe was ſo overwhelm'd with Grief at 
the Thoughts of the unheard-of Treachery of 
the Man ſhe lov'd with ſuch a violent Paſſion, ſhe 
was not able to utter a Word ; but the Tears, 
not dropping, but flowing from her Eyes in 
Streams, wept ſo bitterly, ſobbing and wringing 
her Hands, with all the Signs of a profound-and 
real Sorrow, that any Man, but Dorante, would 
have had Compaſſion on her. When her Huſ- 


band had lock'd the Door, whilſt the Gallant 


was eagerly coming to the Bed-ſide, proteſting 
that he loved her as he did his Soul, and deſign- 
ed her no more harm, than he did to himſelf, 
ihe had wrapt her ſelf up in the Bed-cloaths, as 
well as the Time would permit; and as he took 
her in one Arm, and endeavour'd to get his other 
Hand between herſelf and the Sheet, ſhe made a 
very vigorous Defence: For tho? ſhe could not 
hinder him from often kiſſing, not only her Face, 
but ſeveral other Parts of her Body, as by the 
ſtruggling they became to be bare; yet by her 
nimbleneſs in ſhifting her Poſture, and employing 
his Hands fo well with her own, they could ne- 
ver attain to the Liberty they chiefly ſtrove for: 
She neither made great Noiſe, bit or ſcratch'd, 
but appear'd fo reſolute, and her Reſiſtance wag 
made with ſo much Eagerneſs, and in ſuch good 
Earneſt, that the amorous Spark, ſceing there 
was nothing to be done without -breaking her 
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and being pretty well tired, let go his hold, and 
came to Perſuaſions: Aurelia not ſlipping this 
Opportunity, got with one Hand a Petticoat over 
her Head while ſhe ſnatch'd up her Gown with 
the other ; and throwing it about her, flung her- 
felf with all the Strength ſhe had, to the other 
Side of the Bed, and from thence upon the Floor, 
His Lordſhip either not willing to come to a 
greater Extremity, or perhaps not finding him- 
ſelf in a Condition of going through the Fatigues 
of a Rape, offer'd no further Violence; but told 
her, he was ſorry to ſee her in ſuch a Fright; 
that ſhe might aſſure herſelf, he had only been 
in Jeſt, and would never pretend to do any 
thing againſt her Will, with abundance more of 
ſuch Stuff, which ſhe neither believed, nor re- 
ply'd to; and having had time enough to put 
on as much of her Cloaths, as was neceſſary to 


cover her, ſhe got up and went to the Door; 


but finding it lock'd, and hearing her Huſband 
ſinging in the other Room, ſhe threw herſelf 
into the next Chair, fell again into ſuch an Agony 


of Crying, and lamented her miſerable forlorn 


Condition, with ſuch mournful and heart-break- 
ing Expreſſions, that the Nobleman began to 
be moved himſelf; and wiping off her Tears, did 
what he could to appeaſe her, not without Con- 
cern. Aurelia looking upon him as he ſtood 
before her, and hoping ſhe had found ſome Signs 
of Pity in his Face, caſt herſelf at his Feet, and 


imploring his Mercy with ſo much Fervency, 1 
putting him in Mind of his Birth, and conjuring 
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when he came home otherwiſe, ſhe as ſeldom 


was leading this Life, his Mother to whom he 
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him, as he was a generous Man, not to make uſe 
of an Advantage gained by the Baſeneſs of an 
unnatural Huſband ; that what ſhe did, found ſo. 
much Impreffion, that he raiſed her from the 
Ground, and faid, Pardon the Injuries, Madam, 
I have done ye, and I'Il offend no more : In the 


mean time he knocked with his Foot againſt the 


Door, which was almoſt as ſoon opened ; then 
bidding her adieu, he kiſſed her Cheek, and told 
her ſhe deſerved a better Fate; and going down 
Stairs, without ſo much as looking upon her Huſ- 
band, went away. Dorante, amazed at his Be- 
haviour, and the Words he ſpoke, could not tell 
what Conſtruction to put on their parting ſo 


good Friends: But his Wife falling down at his 


Feet, and in pitiful moan, complaining of his 
Cruelty in proſtituting her Honour, which a 
Stranger had ſpared, he quickly underſtood, 
that his Plot had miſcarry'd, and not being in a 
Humour of giving her an Anſwer, or hearing any 
more, as ſhe was holding one of his Knees, he 
ſhook her off in Anger, and went out. After 
this, finding her altogether uſeleſs for his Purpoſe, 
he ſeldom ſpoke to her, when he was ſober ; but 


*ſcap'd being beaten ; he would have turn'd her 
out of Doors, but knowing his Character to be 
very bad, and fearing to make it worſe, he let 
Ber alone, contenting himſelf with ſelling every 


thing ſhe had that was of Value. Whilſt Dorante 


never had writ ſince he left her, came to Town, 
G 2 on 


— tt AIG Hh AE —— 
6 — — _ 


0 
9 
73 
4 
j 


{| 

v5 
544 
£31 
1 
LI 
2 


1 
E AE a. 
” 


22 „ 


. " — —ũ—4 — 
* — en IIS v7 Sn ran 2 — 


— — 


— pp eeegs wareghooayeus — — ——— — 1. — 


2 The VI OI UNMASEK' p; or, 
on purpoſe to ſee him: She had been told ſome 


Years before, that her Son liv'd very great in Eng- | 


land, and now hearing by chance, that he was 
in Dublin, ſhe did not queſtion, but that he did 
-the ſame. The Son received her very coldly, 
which the old Woman perceiving, wiſhed ſhe 
had ſav'd herſelf a Journey. But as Dorante was 
then daily contriving, which way he ſhould dif- 
poſe of his Wife and Children, ſo after being 
informed that his Mother could ſpare him no 
Money, which I think was the ſecond Queſtion 
he aſk'd her, he thought fit to conſult her about 


that Affair: When the Mother was acquainted 


with his Circumſtances, and had heard how he 
came by his Wife, that her Father was alive yet, 
and ſo very rich; ſhe blamed her Son mightly 
for treating her ill, which every body in the Houſe 


could not but fee: Having conſidered every 


thing, her Advice was, if he could be contented 
to live in the Country, that having fold his 
Houſhold Goods, he ſhould carry his Wife and 
Children to her Houſe ; and a Captain's Pay,with 
what ſhe had, would maintain 'em all very plen- 
tifully. Dorante, who had a mortal Averiion to 
a Country Life, being always uſed to Noiſe and 
great Company, thought it Death to be in a 
Place where there ſhould be no Gaming, and 
could by no means reſolve at firſt : But conſider- 
ing how much he was in Debt, and that to live 
much longer as he had done was an utter Impoſſ- 
bility ; at laſt made a Virtue of Neceſſity. He 
was a Man of Diſpatch, and quickly found a 
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Chapman that took his Goods as they ſtood, 
which being appraiſed, he turned all into ready 
Money ; and he and his Mother, his Wife and 
Children, with a Servant or two, went all into 
the Country together. 

Ant. Whilſt they are upon the Road, I muſt 
beg Leave, Aunt, to aſk you a Queſtion or two. 

Luc. Half a Dozen if you pleaſe. 

Ant. I am much charm'd with Aurelia's 


Fidelity to ſo undeſerving a Wretch ;. but how 


ſhe became to be Miſtreſs of fo much Goodneſs 
methinks is ſomething myſterious : She was very 
vainly brought up, her Father was an ignorant 
mechanick paſſionate Miſer ; her Mother a ſilly, 
imprudent Woman ; and ſhe wanted that grave 
Counſel, and wholſome Advice, which, as you 
ſay, is much oftener, and more effectually given 
by an underſtanding, ſober Relation at Home, 
than by a Miſtreſs at a Boarding School among 
Fiddlers and Dancers. For how little Skill ſhe 
had in governing of her ſelf, and what Notions 
of the Duty ſhe owed her Parents, is very ma- 
nifeſt from what ſhe did. She falls in Love with 


a Man at firſt Sight, which for aught ſhe knew 


might have been dumb, anſwers his firſt Letter, 
and owns her Inclinations to him : Her Father 
raves at the Diſcovery of her Paſſion, but not- 
withſtanding the Severity of his Anger, as ſoon 
as ſhe is able, both againſt the Conſent of an 
obſtinate, brutiſh Father, and without the 
Knowledge of à ſoft, indulgent Mother, runs 


away with him, leaves her Friends and Country, 


and 
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and follows his Fortunes where- ever he pleaſes 3 
without having the leaſt Certainty of who, or 


what he was. This was the ſmall Stock of Pru- 


dence with which ſhe ſet out. After this ſhe is 
deliver'd, Body and Soul, into the Hands of a 
wheedling, atheiſtical Huſband, that with all the 
Cunning imaginable, does his utmoſt to infuſe his 
wicked abominable Principles into her; and acting 
the Devil's own Caſuiſt, endeavours to reaſon her 
into Hell. | 

Luc. You are in a Paſſion, Niece. 

Ant. I beg your pardon for my Heat, I can't 
think calmly on the Diabolical Doctrine of that 
Raſcal, the Sollicitor General of Satan: But I 
fay, Aunt, conſidering firſt the Weakneſs and 
Want of Diſcretion of the Woman, and after- 
wards the Tutor ſhe had, and the Love ſhe bore 
him, is it not ſtrange, that ſhe ſhould not only 
not ſwallow his Notions, but likewiſe ſo bravely 
withſtand all the Temptations 'of a Nobleman's 
Courtſhip, approv'd of, and encouraged by her 
Huſband ? And in ſhort, be ſo exemplary virtu- 
ous, as rather to incur the utmoſt Diſpleaſure 
of a Huſband ſhe lov'd to Madneſs, be poor, abus'd 
and ſtrip'd, than by being vicious to pleaſe him, 
and live high in the World? Pray how came Au- 
relia to be ſuch a Saint? 

Luc. Is this all the Scruples you have ? 

Ant. No, Aunt, there's another: I can't ima- 
gine, conſidering what plain Demonſtrations 
Dorante gave all along of his Intentions, how ſhe 
could be ſo ſilly, as not to perceive that he de- 
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ſign'd to make her a Proftitute to that Nobleman 
for Lucre, and ſeem ſo much a Stranger to his 


Meaning, to the very Moment he explain'd it to 
her in that rough Manner. 


Luc. I ſhall ſolve both your Doubts at once, 


and am very glad that you have given me this 


Opportunity of telling you ſomething, that may 
be inſtructive to you. All is not Gold that gli- 
ſters; many Things are done daily, for which 
People are extoll'd to the Skies, that at the ſame 
Time, tho' the Actions are good, would be blamed 
as highly, if the Principle from which they 
acted, and the Motive that firſt induc'd them, 
were throughly known. When People are too 
lazy, or fearful to undertake any thing, they 
are praiſed for being contented; and the Effects 
of Avarice are often called Temperance and So- 
briety. I know too marry'd People that ſeem to 
be very loving, and never diſpleaſed with one 
another, and indeed they live ſo well, that they 
are thought a very happy Couple : But you would 


hardly gueſs at the Reaſon of all this. 


Ant. Without doubt _y are bod very good- 
humour'd. 


Luc. Juſt the reverſe, for their preſent Union 
is owing to no other Cauſe, than their being both. 


Devils alike, 

Ant. How can that be? 

Luc. When they came firſt cognline, they 
fell out, and fought every Day like Dogs and 
Cats, and did one another abundance of Miſchief» 


But as every one feels * owa Hurt beſt, fo 


both 
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both perceiving the ill Conveniencies they got by 
every Quarrel, being equally match'd, they be- 
came ſo terrible one to another, that at laſt they 
lived peaceably, in dread only of provoking one 
another's Anger. This I told ye, becauſe I ſuſ- 
pected you would make the ſame Miſtake here, 
as you have done in the Action of Aurelia ; where 
| you aſcribe that to her Virtue which proceeded 
f from nothing, but her ſuperlative Love to Do- 
runte He was Quality, Riches, Honour, he 
was every thing to her; ſhe doated upon him ſo 
exceſſively, that ſhe thought there was no Bliſs 
without him; and neither deſired nor knew, 
any other Felicity, than what ſhe enjoy'd in his 
Company : Do but mind what the Conſequence 
muſt be of ſuch an extraordinary, Paſſion, and 
you'll find, that ſhe might have withſtood much 
greater Temptations, than ever ſhe lay under, 
| without being a Saint, as you call her: If it had 
been a Principle of Virtue ſhe acted by, ſhe would 
have let him know, that ſhe diſlik'd the horrid 
Doctrine which he preach'd to her; but ſhe never 
ſo much as ſhew'd herſelf of another Opinion : 
All what came from him was diverting and pleaſ- 
ing to her, without ever conſulting the Mora- 
lity or Immorality of what he faid or did, if he 
appeared but gay and good-humoured, As to 
your other Doubt, how ſhe came not to find out 
his Deſign before he told it her ſo openly, the 
ſame Exceſs of Love anſwers all ; ſhe knew how 
little ſhe could have parted with him to any 


other Woman, and meaſuring his Love by her 
own. 


A 2 #1 "IMC. otra 
: 


——— x F 


** 


: N 


FEMALE DIALO GU Es. 89 
own, how ſhould ſhe think that he intended to 
-make a Whore of her ? That he carry'd her into 
this Nobleman's Company, often left *em together, 
and order'd her to be merry, and not diſoblige 
him by being ſtarch'd, was always conſtru'd in 
Dorante's Favour : She call'd it the great Confi- 
dence her Huſband put in her to truſt her with 
a Man of ill Repute among Women : She ſuffer'd | 
his Gallantry, becauſe ſhe thought her Huſband 1 
had ſome end in, it, which ſhe never examin'd 
into; and really Darante had ſuch an aſcendant | 
over her, he might have made her do any thing, 1 
end perhaps as ſinful as that, as long as it was not 1 
inconſiſtent with her Love: Nobody commits a 
Sin for the ſake of its being a Sin. 

Ant. I thought that when People were ence de- 
bauch'd in their Principles of Good and Evil, they 
would ſoon fall into all manner of Wickedneſs. 

Luc. That is true, if it be a Wickedneſs that 
ſuits with their Inclinations, but not elſe: It won't 
make a Coward kill a Man in a Duel, or one that 
is of a jovial Temper, and has the World at Will, 
it he meets with a croſs Accident, hang himſelf ; 
and yet they are both very great Sins. So that 
upon the whole, I ſee nothing that can be call'd 
a Virtue unleſs you think that a great one, 
that a Woman in the greateſt Affliction that can 
be defcribed, refuſes a Man that comes to raviſh 

her, whilſt her Huſband is in the next Room. 
An. No, I believe to act that latter part, 
1 there was no great Occaſion for Virtue, nor for 
Love neither. 
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Take care, and never harbour it within your 


commit thoſe Faults and Extravagancies which 


Jous : But if you pleaſe, I ſhall be glad now to 


tolerably well; Dorante, by his Mother's Per- 


Racing and Hunting, he was always on Horſe- 
back; and not being able to ſtay long near Home, 
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Luc. Then Antonia, your Queſtions being an- 

ſwer'd, let me give ye warning againſt ſo unac- 

countable a Paſſion, from your own Obſervation : 


Breaſt ; for how can any thing be truſted to, 
that makes People ſeem to be virtuous, and yet 


Aurelia was guilty of; and your felt has fo con- 
Ciſely rehearſed. 

Ant. I thanx ye, Aunt, and I'll take all the 
care I can, at leaſt of not making my ſelf ridicu- 


hear, how . was treated at her Mother- in-„ 
Law's. 6 
Luc. At their rf. coming down, they agreed 


ſuaſions, ſhew'd her a better Countenance ; but 
having none of his Diverſions left him, but 


where he had no body to converſe with but the 
Family, he had not been there a Month, but he 
took a Man, and a couple of Horſes, and went 
roving from one Town to another, without any 
Deſign. And whilſt thus in queſt of good Com- 
pany, he ſpent his Money about the Country, 
ſeldom neglecting to take any Pleaſure he could 
meet with; his Wife having nothing, but what 
his Mother thought fit to give her, took all her 
Delight in her Children: She had a Boy that 


could run alone, anda Girl, which is the Daugh- 7 


ter ſhe has, and was then a Child in Arms. 
When? 


FEMALE DIALOGUES. 917 
When Dorante was weary of Rambling up and 
down, hecame Home again with the Purſe much 


lighter than when he went: In his Travels he had 


met with an ancient Gentleman, that was wil- 
ling to lend Money upon Land Security ; this 
run much in his Head, he had nothing more 
of his own that could be mortgaged, but could 
not forbear thinking of his Mother's Jointure- 
Having framed a formal Story, he accoſts the old 
Woman, and told her how unpleaſant it was to 
him to be idle at Home, and to think what hig 


Children would come to when he ſhould die; 


that he was but a young Man indeed, and in the 
Flower of his Age; but that therefore it was a 
Shame that he ſhould ſpend his Youth in doing of 
nothing, when at the ſame time, no body knew 
how to get Money better than himſelf ; and 
ſuddenly throwing all the Fault upon his marry- 
ing, he rail'd at his Wife. The Mother not 
knowing his Deſign, reply'd, that ſhe truly 


thought it great Pity he ever left England, be- 


cauſe ſhe had heard he had fared fo well there; 3 


he told her, that if he was there yet, with only 


five hundred Pounds in his Pocket, he would 


not queſtion but to make it Ten Thouſand in 


two or three Vears Time. The old Woman 
anſwering, that ſhe wiſh'd he had it with all her 
Heart, he ſaid it was in her Power to help him to 


it, if ſhe would but conſent that he might take it 
upon the Eſtate where they lived: If ſhe pleaſed 


to do that, he would go only by himſelf, leave 
his u and Children with her, and order it fo» 
H 2 that 
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that ſhe ſhould have his Pay ſent her Quarterly; 


and if ſhe took Pleaſure in ſpending more Money, 
in a few Months he ſhould be able to furniſh her 
with what ſhe pleaſed : He was ſo great a Maſter 


in the Art of Wheedling, that at laſt he perſua- 
ded the old Woman, and having her Conſent, 
he took what he. could get upon the Eſtate; which 
perhaps was 50 or 60. above the Sum he had 
mentioned. And his Pockets being lined, which 
always made him good-humour'd, he took his 
leave of his Wife as civilly, as of the reſt, and 
went for England: And being, come there, he 


had ſeveral good Hits in a little Time; from which 
being taught that a little abſence now and then, 
was very beneficial to a Man of his Buſineſs, he 


reſolved never to ſtay above four or five Months 


in a Place: From London he went to York, thence 


to Cheſter, and ſo back to Dublin; then after three 


or four Months, to England again, and ſo con- 
tinuing the ſame Courſe over and over, he ran his 
wicked Race; ſometimes with much, ſometimes 


with little Money ; but was always as laviſh in 


ſpending, as he was covetous in getting it : 


till at laſt, above five Years after he had carry'd | 


his Family to his Mother” „ he was ſtopt in his 


villainous Career. 
Ant. But you have told me nothing of what 


Aurelia did all that five Vears time: Did ſne 
never ſee Dorante ſince he went away with 


the Money he raiſed on bis Mother's Join- 
ture? 


. 
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Euc. Yes, ſeveral times ; for he never came 
to Ireland, but he ſpent a Fortnight or three 
Weeks at her Houſe ; diverting himfelf with 
Hunting in the Day-time, and Drinking atNight. 
As for Aurelia, when her Huſband was gone, 
his Mother led her a weary Life; for ſeeing ſhe 
underſtood all manner of Needle-work very 
well, ſhe plagued her about ſomething or other 
every Day, and kept her ſo continually employ- 
ed, that ſhe had hardly time to do any thing for 
her Children, or herſelf. Dorante's Siſter, who 
had been marry'd before ever he was of Age, had 


been a Widow above two years, and left very 


poor, with one Child, that was about three 


Years old when Aurelia came there; the Mo- 


ther had been forced to take her and her Boy in 
again, or ſhe muſt have ſtarved. She was a great 
Slattern, and as lazy as any 1rifþb Woman whats + 
ever ; the Mother allowed her more than her 
Daughter-in-law ; yet though ſhe had but one 
Child, and the other two, Aurelia's Children, 
were always kept cleaner, and looked tighter 
than her one: The old Woman would ſometimes 
take notice of it to her own Daughter, who, 
beſides that ſhe always had been brought up in- 
the Country, and learn'd but little, had ſuch an 


Antipathy againſt all manner of Work, that the 


very Name of it would throw her into a Sweat: 
She was ſo malicious, and ill- contrived a Piece, 
that when her Mother found fault with any 
thing about herſelf or her Child, and bid her 
mind how Aurelia did ſuch a thing, ſne never 

H 3 failed 


angry. 
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ſail'd of being revenged upon her Siſter, or her 
Children for it. The firſt commonly that ſhe 
vented her Spleen againſt, was Aurelia's little 
Son, whic was the Mother” s Darling; ſhe would 
either puſh him down, give him a private Pinch, 
cr ſet her own Boy on to take away his Play- 
tiings ; and if that would not make him cry, as 
he was a very good humour*d Child, ſpill half a 
Pot of Beer upon him, under Pretence of giving 
him to drink; throw Water in his Face, cram 
{ome Naſtineſs, or Cheeſe in his Mouth, which 
he hated ; and never leave teazing the poor Boy, 
till ſhe ſet him a roaring. If ſometimes Aurelia 
ſpoke the leaſt Word againit either the Siſter, 
or her Son, then preſently the Mother was fetch'd 


who would give her a hundred for, it, call ber 
proud Minx, young ſaucy Slut; what had ſhe 


to meddle with her Daughter and with her Grand- 
child ? Why did ſhe not go to England, and fetch 


her great Portion with a Murrain to her? And 


the whole Family being all Ii, all envy'd Aurelia 
for her Cleanlinefs, and always being neater than 
they. If at any time ſhe was Ironing or Starching 
any thing, her Back was not turn'd, but either the 
one ſhould be ſmutted, or the other be tumbled, 
and turn'd to a Whiſp, or trod under Foot. 
This was a vexatious thing to a young — 
that had been brought up as ſhe was. 

Ant. 1 don't know, what it was to her, but 
ſuch Things would have made me extream 


Tue. 


may 
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Luc. This was nothing yet Autenia, and only 
the beginning; this was no more than what 
every Woman in her Circumſtances ought to 


have expected from a Mother and Siſter- in- lav 


in the ſame Houſe : She had other Lrials to ex- 


erciſe her Patience. When the News came that 


Aurelia's Father was dead, and that by his Will 
the Daughter, nor her Children, were ever to be 
a Farthing the better for him; which Dorante 
brought the firſt Time he came back, then the 


old Woman was raving Mad : She had always 


hoped, that, early or late, ſome Good would 
come from the old Gentleman, if not to the 
Daughter, at leaſt to the Grand Children. She 
had always hated Aurelia in her Heart, and that 
ſhe defired at firſt, her Son to treat his Wife not 
ſo inhumanly, and had yet been ſo little rude to 
her herſelf, was only in Conſideration of what fhe 
expected ; but when this fail'd, and ſhe four:d 
herſelf baulk'd beyond Redreſs, ſhe was a conti- 
nual Plague to her, and made it her Buſineſs to 
ſtudy which Way to torment her. Aurelia's 
Daughter, who was now above a Year old, had 
been ill for a great while; they had continued to 
let her ſuck, becauſe they were afraid that taking 
the Breaſt from her, would have kill'd her : ſhe 
was the very Picture of her Father, and the Grand- 
Mother lov'd her very well for his Sake ; yet tho” 
the Child was ſo weak ſtill, that it could not 
walk a Step, upon theſe Tidings the Nurſe was 
ſent away the next Day, and the Mother forc'd 
to wean it, and tend it herſelf: No Servant in 

| | H 4 the 
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the Houſe was allowed to do any thing for Au. 
relia ; what ſhe would have done, ſhe was oblig'd 
to do herſelf ; which often ſhe would have beer 
glad of, if they would but have let her alone: 


But ſhe was thwarted and croſſed in every thing 


ſhe took in hand: If ever ſhe had occaſion to uſe 


2 Bowl, a Skillet, or any thing elſe, her Siſter 


was ſure to want it at the ſame time; and if ſhe 
pretended to contend about the matter, the Mo- 
ther was called, and ſhe would ſoon decide who- 
mould have it. 


„%% % 
would beg of you to acquaint me with Aurelia's 


Sentiments concerning Dorante ; did her Love 


Mill continue after that undeniable, as well as. 


villainous Proof he had given her of his Con- 


tempt, a little before they parted from Dub-- 


lin ? 


have kept it for the laſt ; but fince ye aſk me for 


it, I will ſatisfy ye. The deep Sorrow in which. 
we left her, when her Huſband ſhook her off, la-- 
ſted no longer than that Day ; for the ſucceeding 


Night open'd her Eyes, and ſhe was rouſed from 


her Lethargy of Love. Dorante was vexed at his 


being diſappointed, and flying to the uſual Re- 
medy of drowning his Cares in Claret, he came 
home in ſuch a terrible Humour, that having 
knock'd down the ſervant that open'd him the 
Door, he went up to his wiſe, and the firſt thing 


be did, was, taking the Candle, and holding it 
very 


e. This Antonia, is one of the moſt mark 
able Parts of her Hiftory, and therefore I would. 
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very near her, under pretence of looking whe- 
ther ſhe was ſtill a-crying, he ſet good part of: 
her Hair, and all her Head-cloaths on fire; 

whilſt ſhe was buſy in quenching the Flame, he 
aſked her, touching the Nobleman's towſing her 
in the Morning, ſome very unpleaſing Queſtions, 
after a brutiſh manner, and in as naſty Lan- 
guage as he could invent: But Aurelia not an- 
ſwering ſoon enough to pleaſe him; he wrapt 
out a great Oath, and ſaid, he believed ſhe was 
reſolved to keep her Tongue as cloſe as her Tail; 

but if ſhe did, he could open her Mouth, and at 
the ſame time doubling his Fiſt, he gave her ſuch 
an unmerciful Blow in the Face, as knock'd her 
down backward, and made her bloody all over; 
then dragging her out of the Room by one of her 
Arms, all the way ſwearing ſhe ſhould- not lie 
there, he kick'd her down Stairs, ſhut his Cham 
ber Door, and went to ſleep, Aurelia being 
come to the Bottom, was very much bruiſed, 
but had the good Fortune not to break any Limb; 
and having lighted a Candle, went to Bed in an- 
other Chamber; where, conſidering what was 
paſt, very ſeriouſſy, the firſt thing that awaked 
ber from her Grief, was her Fear; ſhe dreaded to 
ſee Dorante again, and thought herſelf in danger 
of her Life: What could be expected from a Huſ- 
band, that having told her how weary be was of 
her, did his utmoſt to have her raviſhed in the 
Morning, and that not ſucceeding, endeavoured- 
at Night, firſt to burn her alive, and then to- 


break her Neck.? She could hardly promiſe her- 
5 ſelf 
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ſelf any better, but that the laſt means of getting 
rid of her, being likewiſe fail'd, he would cut 
her Throat the next: But ſeveral Fhings of dif- 
ferent Natures, preſenting themſelves to her 
Mind, Fear was not the only Paſſion that di- 
fturbed her, being very ſore every where, and full 
of Pain, when ſhe thought of the Hurt ſhe had 
received, ſhe forgot her Fear and grew angry : 
But if ſhe reflected on what it was for, and by 
whom ſhe was ſo il]-treated, then ſhe was ſo a- 
mazed, that ſhe could never remember what ſhe 
thought: When the diſmal Proſpect of her pre- 
ſent Circumſtances came to her fancy, her for- 
rows returned, and ſhe was ſeized with a deep 
Melancholly ; which would laſt, till looking 
back on her own Conduct, which had been the 
Occaſion of all, ſhe ſtartled from it, and fell into 
Deſpair. She would be revenged of herſelf, and 
thought on Death in ſeveral ſhapes ; but all ap- 
pearing equally frightful to her, ſhe ran di- 
ſtracted to ſee that ſhe was forced to live. She 
complained, ſhe curſed, ſhe cry'd, ſhe raved ; 
and in this Confuſion of ſo many Paſſions, ſha- 
king her at once, ſhe continu'd till late in the 
Morning. Dorante was dreſs'd and gone abroad, 
before the Maid that waited on his Wife, knew 
that her Miſtreſs had not lay in her own Bed 
that Night; but ſceing ſhe was not there, ſhe 
went to look for her in the other Room, where 
ſhe found her fitting upright in the Bed, employ- 
ed as I told ye, The Preſence of the Maid 
wrought a very good Effect upon the Miſtreſs; fos 
Au- 
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Aurelia being diſpleaſed at being ſurpriz'd in 
that poſture by a Servant, rally'd all the Reaſon 
ſhe had to compoſe her Senſes : She lay down and 
told the Maid, that ſhe had been troubled with 
a violent Pain in her Head all Night long ; whe- 
ther the ſervant believed what her Miſtreſs ſaid, 
or thought ſomething elſe to be the Cauſe of 
her Diſorder, Aurelia could not tell; if ſhe had 
heard her Maſter's Quarrelling the Night before, 
ſhe was diſcreet enough not to fay any thing of 
it; but adviſing ber Miſtreſs to reſt, never left 
her till ſhe was faſt a-ſleep; being very much 
tired, ſhe did not open her Eyes again before 
Night; when her Maid having provided ſome- 
thing for her, againſt ſhe ſhould wake, per- 
ſuaded her to take ſome Food ; having eat a little, 
ſhe found herſelf much refreſhed, and almoſt 
calm within; her Face was ſwelled, and her 
Bruiſes pained her ſadly ;- but as the Soreneſs. of 
her Body increaſed, ſo her Mind grew more ſe- 
date: And having quite recovered the uſe of her 
Reaſon by the next Day, ſhe was very glad to 
ſee herſelf ſafe; for calling to mind the horrid 
Thoughts that had run through her Brain, ſhe 
found that her Life was only owing to her natu- 
ral Fearfulneſs, and the Maid's coming into the 
Room as ſhe did; ſince it could be nothing but 
Irreſolution, and want of Courage, that had hin- 
_ her from laying violent Hands upon her- 
elf. | | 
Ant. But I believe, Aunt, you never intend to 


tell me, whether ſhe {till lov'd him, or not. 
„ Luc. 
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Luc. Have Patience a little, Antonia, Lm a 
going. Aurelia had fo many different Agitations 
in her Soul that Night her Huſband beat her for 
the firſt Time, that being all equally mutinous, . 


none could be predominant enough to make a 


great Impreſſion upon her; and this I take to be 
the Reaſon, that ſhe was ſo eaſily reſtored to her 
Senſes: As for her Love, ſhe felt no more of it 
within two Days after, as if ſhe had never ſeen 
him before. 

Ant. Then was it not . by-s a great 
Hatred againſt him? 

Luc: Not at firſt of all; as he told me ; ſhe- 


remain'd the ſame, only that Folly was ſkimm'd- 


off; which made me think, that in the great 

Fermentation of her Paſſions, as Love had ſtirr'd 
them up, ſo working through them, it made all 
the Froth; and ſwimming a great while above 

the reſt, was quite loſt when they had done 
boiling over. Aurelia not being of a great Spirit, 
behaved herſelf to her Huſband, as an humble 
Slave to a cruel Maſter : When he had ftruck 
her the ſecond Time, ſhe began to ſtand in great 
Awe of him ; her Fear made her obſequious, and 
ſhe ſtudy'd not ſo much how to pleaſe him, as 
to avoid: every thing that might offend him. She 
was not ignorant of the miſerable Condition ſhe 


was in, would have willingly parted and gone 


away from Dorante-with all her Heart; but what 
could ſhe do with. her Children, whom ſhe doated- 


on? The Thoughts of her Circumſtances would 


often make her weep, but ſhe reſolved to 
bear: 
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1 bear with any thing, rather than leave her dear 
Babes. Being a tender ſmall-boned Creature, of 
all her Sufferings, nothing was more irkſome to 
her than Dorante's Blows; and tho' ſhe was far 
from ſtriking again, the Smart of em would 
make her angry, and wiſh him ill; but when be- 
ing ſo cautious as I told you, and doing not the 
leaſt Thing, that might:be taken amiſs, ſhe faw 
that he was {till the ſame ; and he fell upon her 
the third Time without any Provocation at all ; 
then the Sight of him began to be very odious to 
her, which by the little Regard Dorante ſhew'd 
for her, and the Continuance of his abuſing her 
without a Cauſe, was in a ſhort Time ſo much 
improv'd, that when they went into the Coun- 
try, ſhe hated him almoſt as much as ever ſhe had 
loved him. | 
Ant. I ſhould have.thought, that he had given 
her a more ſubſtantial Reaſon, to deſerve her Ha- 
tred this Morning before he beat her, than he did 
ever after. „ 

Luc. Had I been telling you a Romance, I 
-would have made uſe of Art; I know as well as 
you, Niece, what ſhould have been done accord- 
ing to their Rules. As ſoon as Dorante had 

told her his Meaning, and declared himſelf with 
that Impudence, I ſhould immediately have turn- 


* ed her Love into hatred: But in a true Story, 
2d we muſt relate Things as they. happen. Aurelia 
= ; was not a bold bluſtering Woman ; ſhe was of a 


meek and quiet Temper ; .and for this Reaſon, 
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the firſt Paſſion it raiſed in her, was her Sorrow, 
which ſhew'd that her Love yet remain'd ; or 
elſe it would not have been ſuch an AMiction to 
her : It was not his beating her afterwards, for 
which ſhe hated him ſo much, but it was the 


beating that rouſed her Thoughts, and made her 


look back: The Reaſon why at firſt it produced 


ſuch irregular Motions in her Brain, as to make 


her mad, was, that then her Love was ſtill mix'd 
with the other Paſſions; but when that was 


thrown off, you ſee, the ſecond Beating only 
made her careful, how to prevent it for the fu- 


ture: She was not at Leiſure yet, to make ſeri- 
- ous Reflections on Things paſt ; the Wretched- 


neſs of her preſent State took up all her Thoughts; 
ſhe could not keep her Eye from what was imme- 
diately before her; Dorante's Cruelty, and his 
Poverty, were equally frightful to her ; for as 


the one ſcared her with Death, ſo the other 


threaten'd her with Want. Theſe diſmal Pro- 
ſpects employed her wholly ; ſhe could not give 
herſelf leave to examine, whether ſhe hated him 
or not: But when Time had taken off great part 
of her Concern, and ſhe was ſtruck again the 
third Time, which ſhe had dreaded before, then 
the Pain made her Angry, and think on the Cauſe, 


which brought in all the reſt; for being now 
grown acquainted with her Miſery, it was not 
ſo preſſing, as to take up every Moment of her 
Time ; ſhe had more Leiſure to call to Mind, 


and ſedately review what was paſt : She now 


made uſe of her Reaſon, examin'd the vaſt Ex- 
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tent for her former Love, and meaſuring by 
that, the prodigious Height of his Ingratitude, 
built her Hatred on a ſolid Foundation. 


Ant. I confeſs, Aunt, what Aurelia did, ſeems 


now to me more natural, than what I thought at 
firſt, ſhe ſhould have done. 

Luc. I am weary of talking, Antonia, and 
muſt leave the Remainder till another time. 
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FIFTH DIALOGUE 
LucinDa PE ANTONIA. 


OU have informed me before, 
how Dorante's Mother and Siſter 
ſtood affected to Aurelia, after 

they knew the old Gentleman's 
Will: Bot. pray, what Face did he put upon the 
matter, I mean the Husband himſelf, that loved 
nothing but Money, and treated her fo barba- 
rouſly, before all his Hopes were quite extinQ? 
How did he hehave himſelf towards her, when he 
was aſſured, that ſhe never would be worth any 


thing to him, 


Luc. Much as he uſed to 4 ; hut if there was 
any Alteration, rather better than worſe, when 
he was not in drink. 

Ant. What could make his Humour change 
for the better? 

Luc. Tho' Dorante's Mother had always en- 
tertained ſome Hopes, that Aurelia's Father 
would one Day or other relent, or at leaſt not 


wholly forget his Grand- Children, as well as his 
Daughter when he ſhould die; yet he himſelf 
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was wiſer ; when once two years were paſt, and 
Aurelia's Father had taken no more Notice of 
her, than if ſhe had been a Dog, and had fo often 
refuſed to hear them, that would ſpeak in her 
Behalf, conſidering his ſtubborn "Temper, he 
thought no more of him. So Dorante was not 
diſappointed as to that; and his Wife, who was 
not Twenty yet, when her Father dy'd, being 
a pretty Woman, whom he had not ſeen in 
nine or ten Months, was a Novelty to him: 
He was ſo debauch'd, that he could never be with- 
out Women, where-ever he ſtay'd; and as I told 
ye, how he divided his Years, whenever he was 
in the Country at his Mother's, where he could 
get nobody elſe, he was glad to have her, not that 

he ever treated her with the Tenderneſs and Af- 
ſection he counterfeited at firſt; but only made 
uſe of her to ſerve his Incontinence, giving ker 
ſometimes a Piece of Money, as being laviſh, he 
did on the ſame Account to any Strumpet when 
ne thought her poor. 

Ant. But ſuch Uſage would have been more 
dreadful to me, than all his Anger when once I. 
hated him. 

1 Luc. It was the-ſame. to Aurelia For as her: 
Hatred to her Huſband, which, when ſhe came 
to live with her Mother, was not yet of long 
ſtanding, in time grew more inveterate ; ſo you 
may well imagine, that his brutiſh Kindneſs at 
* liſt was very loathſome to her: Whilſt he was 
3 gone, every, harſh Word, and every diſobliging 
: x: Action, 
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Action, of either his Mother or his Siſter, were 
all placed on his Account; and having fo many 
Months to reflect on all the Paſſages between 
them, her Averſion to him increaſed daily; and 
was, before he came back, fully as exceſſive, as 
her former Love. She knew her Mother - in 
Law had parted with all; that Doraxte's Pay 
was the only Dependance of the whole Family; 
and that without ſhe was to ſeek Bread for her- 
ſelf, and Children; yet ſuch was her Hate, ſhe 
could not forbear every Time ſhe ſaw him, to 
wiſh it might be the laſt : She could have been 
contented to hear that he had been ſtabb'd, 
hang'd, or drown'd, or that ſome unruly Horſe 
had broke his Neck, ſo ſhe had been troubled 
no more with his Compaiy : : She trembled when- 


ever he came near her; his Breath was fo nau- 
ſeous to her, that ſhe thought his Kiſſes bane- 


ful; and the Touch of Toads and Adders could 
be no more unwelcome, than his Embraces. 
Then judge, Antonia, what a Horror his Pre- 


ſence was to her; ſince the mildeſt Part of his 


Behaviour was no leſs diſpleaſing to her, than the 
rougheſt Uſage, Yet her Fear forced her to ſub- 
mit to all ; for if ever ſhe ſeemed tardy in com- 
plying with any thing he aſk'd her, ſhe was ſure 
that the firſt time he ſhould be in his Cups, he 
would moſt inhumanly reſent it. When Aure- 
lia, of whom I heard all what happen'd to her in 


Ireland, had thus far related what had befallen 


her, I thought that her Hatred and Indignation 


to Dorante, were artived to the higheſt Pitch, 
and 
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and nothing eould make 'em greater; but was. 


heard her ſay, had this been all, Lucinda, Doran- 
$ te's Injuries might have been bury'd in Oblivion; 
the Tears I then ſo often ſhed, in time would 
have wath'd away my Sorrows; and laying the 
Fault of all the Indignities I bore, upon the 
youthful Folly of my own. Love, I could now 
think on Dorante without Diſturbance in my Soul; 
but after this he was the ſavage Occaſion of a 
Tragical Accident, which I cannot forget the. 
longeſt Day I live, and muſt lament for ever. 
When ſhe faid this, I ſaw her wipe her Eyes, 
and after that ſhe told me the ſad, and mourn-- 
ful Story in theſe very Words. Dorante, ſaid 
the, was come Home to his Mother's for the: 
fourth Time, ſince he had fiiſt leſt us, when: my 
Son was about five. Years Old; he was a very 
ſenſible Child, not indeed fo pert and witty as 
ſome are; neither was he ſo bold, as I have ſeer 
a great many; but then he was likewiſe lefs. 
wild than Boys commonly are, and fo ſeldem 
committed any Rudeneſs, that I never knew a 
Child of a milder and ſweeter Temper : But 
what was moſt admirable in him, was his great 
Solidity, beyond his Age. I conſeſs that I doat- 
ed on the Child, and as Dorante's Mother loved 
my Daughter, becauſe ſhe was like her Son, fo- 
my little Boy fared the worſe, becauſe he reſem- 
bled me, He was ſuch charming Company to- 
me, and would ſhew ſo much Sorrow in his 
Countenance, when he ſaw any of the Family do. 


amazed, when, after having pauz'd a while, I. 
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ſomething to make me uneaſy : Oh! when 1 
think on his engaging Promiſes, what he would 
do for me when he- ſhould be a Man, and how 
often he wiſh'd to be one for my Sake] Oh, the 
Remembrance! Lucinda, no Conſolations of any 
Orator could ever be more obligingly eloquent, 
than were the dumb Signs of his Pity and Grief, 
when he ſaw his Mother abus d: I know ' tis 
wrong, to make a Diſtinction in our Inclinations 
between Children; Parents ſhould diſtribute 
their Love with a juſt and equal Hand among 
them; but here I could not help it; my Daugh- 
ter through Illneſs was very froward, and after- 
wards the Grand-Mother giving her more Li- 
berty, than I would have allow'd her, grew a 
ramping Girl; and having gain'd her by little 
Gifts, which, as I was kept, I was not able to 
beſtow, the Old Woman toox great Delight to 
ſee, that ſhe could draw her from me ; and be- 
ſides, that the Girl would but ſeldom ſtay with 
me in the Day-time, they would always teaze me, 
in telling me I did not love her: Heaven knows 
it was falſe ; but how could I ſhew fo much Love 
to her, who not contented to be where ſhe could 
get nothing, was always with my Mother-in 
Law, as I could te my dear fober Boy, that de- 
ſpiſing their Bribes of Tarts and Sweetmeats, 
with which they coaxed his Siſter from me, 
would hardly ever leave me. Oh! He was a 
dear lover of his Mother! On me he fix'd his 
Eye, and wore no other Looks, than ſuch, as 
he derived from mine; I never wept, but that 


LA 1 8 b 8 a 
TC 
r . 
8 e 


1 


—ͤ—ä——btb — 


FEMALE DIALOGUES. 109 
he cry'd'; and: if at any Time I ſeem'd to have 
forgot my Grief, and ſmiled upon him, Oh! 
how gloriouſly ſerene would his innocent Angel's. 
Face appear! in ſaying this, ſhe would have 
withſtood her Tears; but when I faw ſeveral 
drop from her unwilling Eyes, I would have in- 
terrupted her, hut that, ſeeing what I was about, 
ſhe hinder'd me by telling me, I know Lucinda, 
theſe Things are tireſome to you; for tho' you're 


older than I, you never knew what it was to 


be a Mother. But pardon my Fondneſs, and Pit 
tranſgreſs no more; and then ſhe continu'd thus: 
Both my Children lay with me a Nights, but 
when Dorante came, I was forc'd to contrive a 
little Bed for one of *em, upon ſome Chairs ; the 
Girl would not lie by herſelf, but my poor con- 
tented Boy was willing to comply with any thing. 
Dorante had been with us 16 or 18 Days, and 


was to go for Dublin the next Morning ; when, 


having carous'd all Day, he came Home late at 
Night in an ugly Humour; coming into the 
Room, and finding me gone to Bed, he ſets 
himſelf down in a Chair, having ſcolded at me a 
little while, for not ſitting up for him ; as he 


was undrefling himſelf, he calls me to him; I 


dared not diſobey, and would have ſlipt on my 
Gown, but he bid me come as Þ-was ; and ſtand- 
ing in my Shift before him, he aſked ſomething 
of me, which was ſo laſcivious, and, as I thought 
at that Time, fo diſagreeable, that, tho? I trove 
to hide it, I could not forbear diſcovering the 
Reluctancy of my Mind ; this was a heinous 

Crime 
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Crime to Dorante ; who, having upbraided me 
with ſeveral Inſtances of greater Wantonneſs; 
which, perhaps, I might have been guilty of in 
the Height of my former inconſiderate Paſſion, 
at laſt ſpurn'd me from him: I went to Bed a- 


gain, and he continu'd railing and grumbling, 


as upon ſuch Occaſions he was uſed to do; he told 
me, that tho' I loved a Thing never ſo well, I 
would rather deny it to myſelf, to vex him, than 
take the Pleaſure of it, if I thought it would oblige 
him. He ſaid many other Things, and among 
the reſt, as he was going away the next Day, he 
had a good Mind to make me remember him till 
he came again. In every Thing he faid or did, 
he ſhew'd himſelf angry and diſpleas'd; and as 


he was coming to Bed, in turning up the Cloatlis, 


not being us'd to ſtand much upon Compliments 
with me, he flung every Rag fiom me, and left 
me quite naked My dear Boy, who was awake, 


but had not ſpoke a Word yet, ſeeing this, after 


having heard what his Father ſaid, made no 


doubt but he was going to execute his Threat- 


nings ; and making all the haſte to him, before 
he could get into Bed, took hold of his Leg, 
with abundance. of Tears, entreating him not to 
hurt his Mother. Dorante, who had already one 
Foot upon the Bed, looking back upon the beg- 
ging Poſture of the Child, and diſliking he ſhould 
ſhew ſo much Concern for me, maliciouſly reſol- 
ved to frighten him thoroughly ; then ſtaring up- 
on him with a ſtern Look, What! Sirrah, ſaid 
he, would you help your "Mother againſt me? 

Come, 
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Come, I'll make away with your Mother ; and 
immediately getting from the Boy, he ran to his 
Sword, and drawing it, he came to me ſeeming- 
ly in a great Fury: I obſerv'd the Humour Do- 
rante did it in, and apprehending no Danger 
at this Time, I lay ftill, and ſaid nothing to 
him : And the ſame Moment as he was turning 
from me, I ſuppoſe, to ſee how the Boy would 
take it, I heard Dorante ſay, what ails the Boy? 


the Raſcal is making Mouths ; and at the end 


of theſe Words, he ſtept into Bed, and lay down, 
Not underſtanding what Dorante meant, nor 
hearing the Boy ſay any Thing to him, I look'd 
up, and ſaw my Child in Fits: I did what I could 
to recover him, but one was no ſooner off, but 
he fell into another : The next Day Dorante 
went his Journey, without taking any Notice, 
either of me or the Child. About the ſame Time 
that he was taken with his firit Fit, they left 
him the Night following ; but then he fell into 
fo violent a Fever as carry'd him off the Seventh 
Day after. Here Aurelia left off, and took her 
leave. = 1 

Ant. Theſe I confeſs are extraordinary AMic- 
tions ! But in the Relation of this laſt Accident, 
I wonder ſhe ſhould ſhew ſo much Concern 
whilſt ſhe dwell'd on the Child's Praiſe only, and 


none at all, when ſhe came to that Part, of which 


ſhe ought to have been molt ſenſible. 

Luc. I don't think that ſtrange at all; it dif- 
fers much, who the Perſon is, that tells the Sto- 
ry: She was the Mother, and knowing all what 
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i had paſt, as ſoon as ſhe began it, nay, before 1 
2 ſhe came to it, the Thoughts of that great Loſs + 
forc'd the Tears from her : The Rehearſal and 
1 Deſcription of his endearing Temper and Actions, 
[4 was only indulging her Grief ; for it did nothing 
[18 to the Story. 

Ant. Yet it has given me a greater Senſe of 
Her Loſs, and the Sorrow it muſt have caus'd 
her. 

Luc. I e that, and a0 T aſſumed Au- 
relia's Perſon, and ſpoke her own Words. 

Ant. But what I would aſk, is, Why ſhe ſhould 
diſcover ſo little Tenderneſs, when ſhe ſpoke 
of his falling in Fits, the Fever that ſucceeded 
them, and his Death, where I: would have moſt 
expected it ? 8 . 


Luc. For the ſame Reaſen ; when ſhe was tel- 
ling me the firſt Part, the latter was in her Mind ; 


till ſhe thought L was weary of hearing ſo auch 
of it. 

Ant, At a I believe ſhe was nettled a 
little ; for her telling ye, you knew not what it 
was to be a Mother, looks as if it was by way of 
Reflection, becauſe ſhe found you was going to 
interrupt her. 

Luc. It was ſo; then arming herſelf with Re- 
ſolution, ſhe related the reſt; and coming to 
the moſt diſmal Part, mentions not one Circum- 
ſtance, but ran over it as faſt as ſhe could ; and 1 
for fear of ſhewing any more TR, left me 
9 | „ 
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Ant. Methinks I long to ſee her reliey'd ; 
how long was ſhe plagued with Dorante's Mo- 
ther, and all that 77 Generation? 

Luc, From the Child's Death, the Old Wo- 
man took another Opportunity of tormenting 
the Mother: She told Aurelia, that her Son be 
ing dead, whom only ſhe had minded, ſhe thought 
her very ſuperfluous in the Family; that ſhe was 
reſolved to keep her no longer idle; and if ſhe 
would have Bread there, ſhe ſhould do ſome- 
thing to earn it: Then diſmiffing one of the two 
Maids they kept, the Daughter- in-law was or- 


der'd to do her Work; and after this, ſhe not 


only did the Maid's Buſineſs, but was in every 
Reſpect dealt with as a Servant, ſet aſide that they 
gave her no Wages, 
Ant. But which way had the Cleaths then ? 
Luc. She had none but what the Mother, or 
Siſter-in-law left off; and if ſhe diſlik'd this way 


orf living, ſhe might mend herſelf as ſoon as ſhe 


could. 

Ant. And fol wal have done, if I had been 
in her place : One that was brought up a Gen- 
tlewoman, and underſtood her Needle fo well, 
might have made ſhift with one Child, 

Luc. She would have gone ſeveral Tiraes, and 
had Words about it long before her Son dy'd: 
Nay, the Old Woman was willing to be rid of 
Aurcha and the Boy, but ſhe would never part 
with the Girl; and Hurelia, who really lov'd her 
Children, could never reſolve to leave one more 
than the other. There was a Gentlewoman 
K that 
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that liv'd about Three Miles off, near where 
ſometimes, they went to hear Maſs, with 
whom Aurelia had been acquainted ever ſince 
ſhe had been four or five Months in the Coun - 
try: She would have often furniſh'd her with 
Neceſſaries to carry her and her Children to 
Dublin. 


Ant. But I hed ye ſpeak of Maſs, was Auro- 


lia brought up a Papiſt ? 

Luc. No, her Father was a Profiyterian ; 3 but 
ſhe was ſo little grounded in her Religion, that 
zit was not difficult for Dorante to pervert 
ner. | 
Ant. But why Dorante? What was it to him 
what Religion ſhe was of! ? for I am ſure he had 
none. 

Luc. He was the ſame as all 3 Catholicks 
are; for whether they be virtuous or never ſo 
debauch'd, they will all in general take abun- 
dance of Pains, and rather fpend their Money 
than fail to bring People of other Perſuafions 
Over to their Chunch. 

Ant. That's very unaccountable ; but yet, as 
they believe that their Religion is the beſt, it is a 
great Sign of their Charity. to others. 

Luc. What their real Principle is that makes 
em do it, I don't pretend to determine, but no- 
thing can be faid of it with greater Truth, than 
what you did at firſt, by calling it unaccountz- 


ble. So Aurelia could not expect to be releas'd, 
nor ever was, during Dorazte's Life; but that 
Jaſted not Jong, ſhe only faw him cnce, whilt: 
; . tho 
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The remain'd in the Office we left her; and when 
he came, was heartily glad of her Station, be- 
cauſe keeping herſelf as dirty and ſluttiſh as it 
was poſſible, to eſcape his converſing with her, 
it proved a Fence againſt his Brutality, as well 
as his Kindneſs, which were equally dreadful to 
her. He had not been gone four Months, but 
Aurelia was reviv'd with the joyful Tidings of 
his Death. A Gentleman, of whom he had won 
ſome Money, hearing which way he loſt it, call'd 
him to an Account ; demanding either his Money 
back, or Satisfaction in the Field: Dorante ha- 
ving had always Courage enough to maintain 
what he did, choſe the latter; and the Event of 
the Battle, deciding the Juſtice of the Cauſe, 
was kill'd upon the Spot. This was terrible 
News to Dorante's Mother and Siſter, who ha- 
ving nothing to depend upon, were forc'd ſeve- 
rally to ſhift for themſelves. The firſt Pleaſure 
Aurelia had ſince ſhe came in the Country, was 
to ſee the Conſternation and Streights, her mor- 
tal Enemies were in; and in few Days, fhe and 
her Daughter, by the Aſſiſtance of the Gentle- 
woman 1 ſpoke of, were carry'd to Dublin. Au- 


relia intended to ſee ſeveral Ladies, that had 


deſir d her Acquaintance at her firſt coming into 
Iraland; not queſtioning but they would put her 
in ſome way or other to live ; and in this ſhe 
was not miſtaken, for the ſecond ſhe went to, 
was ſo touch'd with Compaſſion, at the Relation 
of her Sufferings, that ſhe had not the Power to 
let ber 20 ; and entertaining her and her Daugh- 

ä ter 
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ter at her own Houſe, was reſolv'd to try what 
could be done for her : This charitable Gentle- 
woman went among all her Relations, and all 
her Acquaintance, to ſerve Aurelia; and had al- 


ready made a handſome Beginning: When co- 


ming to an eminent Merchant's Lady, as ſhe was 
telling her Errand, and the Misfortunes of the 
Perſon, in whoſe Behalf ſhe ſpoke, the Gentle- 
woman of the Houſe took Notice of Dorante's 
Name; and having aſk'd it twice over, ſaid, if 
ſhe was not miſtaken, ſhe had heard her Huſband 
enquire after ſuch a Captain's Lady ; then left 
the Room, and immediately came back with her 
Huſband. The Merchant holding a Letter in 
his Hand, aſk'd the Gentlewoman, if ſhe could 
inform him of the Widow of one Captain Doran - 
te, who had been kill'd in England ſome Months 
ago. The Gentlewoman ſurpriz'd to hear him 
alk after Aurelia with ſo much Earneſtneſs, and 


conſidering, whether it would not be a Diſſervice 
to her, was at a Stand; which the Merchant 


perceiving, he ſmiled upon her, and told her, 
it was for no harm to her Friend : If ſhe knew 
ſuch a one, he was order'd by his Correſpondent 
to aſſiſt her in every thing ſhe might want; and 
to deſire her to go for England, where ſhe ſhould 
be very well receiv'd. Then he was going to 
ſhew her the Letter, but the other overjoy'd at 
the Diſcovery, ran home immediately, and 
fetch'd Aurelia, The Merchant having found 
by her anſwering to ſeveral Queſtions, that ſhe 


was the Perſon he wanted,  proffer'd her his 


Houſe, 
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Houſe, and what Money ſhe might have occaſion 
for. I ſuppoſe I need not tell ye, that this was 
acceptable to Aurelia: The only thing that trou- 
bled her was, that not knowing the Perſon that 
writ the Letter, ſhe could no ways imagine who 
it could be, that ſent for her to England But 
as every one that conſider'd her Circumſtances, 
perſuaded her to go, and ſhe herſelf felt little 
Reluctancy in leaving a Country where ſhe had 
ſuffer'd ſo much, beſides the Inclination ſhe had 
for her own, took hold of the firſt Opportunity 
of Shipping, and came for England. 

Ant. Then ſhe did not accept of what her kind 


Friend had gather'd for her. 


Luc, She refus'd it at firſt, for being furniſh- 
ed by the Merchant with more Money than 
her preſent Occaſions requir'd, ſhe thought it a 
Crime not to decline the Acceptance of it ; but 


the good-natur'd Gentlewoman, prefling it hard 


upon her, and uſing many Arguments, of her 
not knowing, what Home to go to, who it was 
that writ for her, and what might yet happen, 


ſhe took it very gratefully, upon Condition, that 


when ſhe ſhould come to England, if ſhe found 
that ſhe ſtood not in need of it, in purſuance of 
the End 1t was given for, ſhe ſhould diſpoſe of 
it to others that did. Aurelia having had a bad 
Paſſage, ſtaid a Day at Cheſter to reſt herſelf, 
and took Coach the next: When they came near 
London, ſhe began to think, what ſhe ſhould do 
firſt ; ſhe wonder'd a Man, whom ſhe had never 
known, ſhould not only ſend for her to England, 

KK but 
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but likewiſe give ſuch large Orders to let her 
have what Money fhe aſk'd for. She knew of 
no Relations ſhe had in this City, and it being 
late aiready, was in great doubt, whether ſhe. 
thould he at the Inn that Night, or go to the 
Gentleman, to whom ſhe had the Letter, which 
the Merchant had given her at Dublin. Whilſt 
theſe things ran in her Head, the Coach drove 


into the Inn: Aurelia was hardly got out, and 


come into the Light, but a handſome young Gen- 
tleman of eight and twenty, or thirty Years 
of Age, made up to her, and without aſking any 
Queſtions, ſaluting her, and calling her hy her 


Name, bid her welcome. to England. Aurelia 


was amaz'd, and bluſhing, begg*d his Pardon for 
not knowing him; the Gentleman, reply'd ſmi- 
lingly, that he hoped ſhortly to have the Honour 
of being better acquainted with her: And having 


taken care of a Trunk ſhe had, handed her and 


her Daughter into a Gentleman's Coach, that 
waited for him in the Yard, then got in himſelf, 
and bid the Fellow drive home. 

Ant. And ſo I ſuppoſe ſhe got a ſecond Huſ- 
band. He found very little Oppoſition methinks, 
and certainly nobody ever wanted leſs Courtſhip 
than Aurelia. 

Luc, I thought you would cenſure her, but I 
think you are in the wrong ; I can't ſee what ſhe 
has committed, that you can find ſo much fault 
with, ; 
Ant. 1 don't blame her for committing any. 


thing, but for omitting, what ſhe ought to bave 


done, 
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done, when ſhe had told him that he was a Stran- 
ger to her, and he ſceing her in that Incertitude, 
inſtead of telling her who he was, made her that 
familiar Complement, by which he ſhew'd him- 
felf cock-ſure of her; ſhe ought to have broke 
off all Converſation with him, but not ſuffer' 
herſelf without ſpeaking a Word, like a Natural, 
to be led into a Coach, not knowing whoſe it was, 
or whuther it was to go. 


1 Luc. I'm afraid you don't conſider her Cir- 
1 cumſtances as you ſhould do, ſince ſhe had taken 
F Money from an unknown Friend, and was come 
1 to London at his Requeſt, ſhe might well have 
3 Patience, till ſhe was houſed ſomewhere, to be 


2 better inform'd : She had no Reaſon to doubt 
| but that this was either the Man himſelf, or 
ſomebody that belong'd to him, by whoſe Or- 


wm e 
RITES 


j | der ſhe had been ſo well taken care of; ſhe was 
3 come where ſhe had a Promiſe ſhe ſhould be 
well receiv'd, and hitherto found nothing to the 
1 contrary; as ſhe was in a Labyrifith, I think 
} 5 the beſt way to have this Matter clear'd up to 
> her, was ſilently to accept of every thing that was 


civil, She had been marry'd once for Love, and 
fared by it, as you know: If it was a Match 
going forward, I don't know what Reaſon ſhe 
had to complain, or take notice of it, before ſhe 
had any farther Propoſals made her. 


5 Ant. But ſtill ſhe ought to have ſaid ſome- 
: thing; | | 
| K. 4. : Luci 
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Luc. If you had a Mind to comply with him, 
pray what would 2 have ſaid that would have 
deen to the Purpoſe? 

Aut. But I did not take it for granted, that ſhe 
would comply. 

Luc. For a Widow with a Child, and nothing 
elſe, it would have been fooliſh to refuſe an Of- 
fer, before it was made to her, eſpecially where 
every thing look'd with ſo fair an Aſpect; but 
whilſt Aurelia was thus taking, I think, the wi- 
ſeſt Courſe, if ſhe ſaid little, ſhe thought the 


more. She was of your Opinion, and conceiv'd. 


ſhe ought to ſay ſomething, but not being able 
to hammer out an Anſwer, ſhe lik'd, and having 
beſides ſo many things to reflect on, the Gentle- 
man, the Coach, which was in all Probability his 
own, his Care, and his Aſſurance ; ſhe was fo con- 
founded, that ſhe could ſay nothing that was 
worth any thing : It was ſo dark, or at leaſt, ſhe 
was ſo little acquainted with the City, that 


ſhe could not tell what Streets they drove 


through ; but at laſt, a Pair of Gates being open'd, 
they were ſet down at the Door, of what ſeem'd 
to be a large Merchant's Houſe : The ſame 
Gentleman eſquir'd her in, and immediately ſhe 
was welcom'd by an elderly Gentleman, who, 
with Tears in his Eyes, calling her likewiſe by 


| her Name, embrac'd her with all the Tenderneſs 


of a Father, Aurelia, who knew the old Gentle- 
man no more than the young one, ſeeing every 
thing look handſome and well, began to think 


ſhe was enchanted, But as there was nobody 
is | there 


« 
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there that had a Mind to conceal himſelf, ſhe 
preſently underſtood the eldeſt was the Maſter 
of the Houſe, and a Relation of her's by the Mo- 
ther's Side, whom ſhe had never ſeen, becauſe 
there had always been a great Enmity between 
her Father and him : Then he told her all what 
I related before had happen'd at her Father's, 
and prov'd to be the ſame Kinſman that had ta- 
ken in her Mother, after ſhe was turn'd out of 


Doors. The Coach that brought her from the 


Inn was his own, and the Gentleman that had 
waited on her, his intimate Friend, an Iriſb Mer- 
chant, whom he deſir'd to write about her, as 
ſoon. as he had heard that Dorante was kill'd. 
She heard likewiſe that he had always ſhewn a. 
very great Affection for her Mother when ſhe 
was a Maid, as the only Relation he had then 
alive, that knowing her Father's Humour, he 
always had diſſuaded her from the Match, but that 
having diſoblig'd him by marrying, was the: 
Reaſon there had not been any Correſpondence 
between 'em, till after her falling out with 
her Huſband, he took her in out of Pity : He 
told her that he had been glad to hear that Do- 
rante and ſhe lived ſo well as he was inform'd 
they did the firſt Year after they went away. 
That after ſhe was gone to live in the Country, 
he had been ſorry that he could hear no more Ti- 


dings of her, that whenever he heard Dorante 


was come to England, he had always ſent People 
to him to inquire after her Welfare. This old 
Gentleman was a rich Bachelar, paſt Threeſcore, 

he 
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he had been a Trader, but had left off all man- 
ner of Buſineſs for ſome Years; he was a face- 
tious generous Man, kept a very good Houſe, of 
which he proffer'd the Government to Aurelia, 
if ſhe deſign'd. to live ſingle ; otherwiſe he had a 
Portion for her, if ſhe would follow his Advice in 
the Matter. But Aurelia's Teeth were too much 
ſet on edge to bite again of that ſour Apple; ſhe 
told him, that ſince he gave her the Choice, with 
his Leave, ſhe deſign'd to keep as ſhe was, that 
ſhe had been very inconſiderate in loving a Man, 
without examining, into his Fortune; but that 
if her Father had been leſs cruel, in forcing her 
to take a Man ſhe hated, ſhe would never have 
come to that Extremity, as-ſhe had done. 

Ant. And do you believe that? 

Luc. You know Women will always have ſome- 
thing. to ſay for themſelves ; however, fhe was 
wiſe enough not to-marry again. 

Ant. Then TI loſt a Wedding by the Bargain; 


I was in great hopes of the Gentleman that re- 


ceiv'd her at the Inn. 
Luc. He was a marry'd Man, and had two or 


three Children. 


Ant. By the manner you ſpoke in, any Body 
would have beliey'd, there would have been a 
Match. 

Luc. I confeſs, what I ſaid was a little ſuſpici- 
ous; but I did it to ſee how ſoon you would ſwal- 
low the Hook if it was cover'd with-that Bait. 

Ant. Then I ſuppoſe, what Aurelia has got, 


came from this Kinſman, 
Luc, 


FEMALE DIALOGUES. 123 
Zuc. Yes, ſhe liv'd with him five or ſix Years, 
and was treated, as if ſhe. had been his Daughter, 


or rather his Siſter, She did what ſhe pleas'd, 


invited whom ſhe would, and kept the beſt of 
Company; when he dy'd, which was about fif- 


teen Years ago, he left her, beſides the two Houſes 


ſhe has now, and what belong'd to them, above 
twenty thouſand Pounds, 

Ant. There is Variety enough in her Life, to 
make a Novel of. | 

Luc. Now, Antonia, let us come to the Point, 
do you think that what ſhe enjoys in her Daugh- | 


ter, can make amends for what ſhe-has ſuffer'd ? 


Ant. No indeed, I have done with her ; and 


my Eyes begin to draw Straws. 


Luc, Nay, *tis high time, it wants but a few 
Minutes of Eleven : Good * Niece. 
Ant. Aunt, your Servant, I wiſh ye a good 
Repoſe. ” 
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BETWEEN 


LucinDa and ANTON IA. 


E RE, Niece, bere, I have * 
a Preſent for ye. 


l ſaw a finer large Eye in my Life: 
Oh, foot Creature! there's delicate Ears. 

. Tia right Boleneſe; you muſt beſtow a 
filver Collar upon it. 

Ant. No, that will hurt it, I'll make it a pretty 
one of Ribbons: What, is it a Bitch ? Pray what's 
the Name of it. 

Luc, I can't tell, it ſhall be what you pleaſe, 

Ant, Then Ill call it Die, Die, Die, Diana, 


Fames's Dog, that's juſt ſuch another, then we 
ſhall have charming Puppies. — What do you laugh 
at, Aunt? 

Luc. You give your Bitch a very chaſte Name; 
and, the next Thing you think of, is Gene- 
ration. 


Ant, 
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Ant. A Lap-Dog ! I never 


Die. I'm glad it's a Bitch, Aunt, I'll borrow Sir 


been the happieſt Woman in the World, it was 
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Ant. That's nothing in our Town, as long as 
ſhe is old enough; our Neighbour, what d'ye 
call him, the Anabaptiſt, marry'd his Daughter 
the ſame Day ſhe was chriſtened. 
Luc. Fie, Antonia, what a Compariſon you 
make; beſides, let People's Opinions be never 
ſo erroneous, as long as it is a Religion, it ne- 


ver ought to be the Subject of our Mirth, But 


what makes you ſo wanton this Morning? | 

Ant. I think I am far from it; theſe two or 
three Mornings I have had abundance of Wa- 
ter upon my Stomach; methinks I am very 
maukiſh. | 

Luc. You will drink that Chocolate with Am- 
bergreeſe and Venellies; I told ye, it was not 
good for ye; it makes your Blood too rich, and 
you take no Exerciſe, I ſaw you hug Camilla 
juſt now, as if you would have kiſs'd her through 
and through, | 

Ant. You make me bluſh, Aunt, is there any 
harm in kiſſing her? 

Luc. It was not deſign'd for your Siſter, and 
look'd to me, as if you had been venting ſome 
other Thoughts; had you been kiſſing all Man- 
kind in her, you could have expreſſed no more 
Eagerneſs. But have ye thought of ſomebody 
elſe, for your Pattern, inſtead of Aurelia? Re- 
member that it muſt be a Woman of my Age, 
that is married ftill, or at leaſt was ſo the 
greateſt Part of her Life-time, ſince ſhe was 
twenty Years old. As for Aurelia, if ſhe had 


not 
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not fair to chuſe her, ſhe was married but feven 
Years, has been ſingle above twenty ſince, and 


is hardly forty-four yet. 
Ant. But then, Aunt, on the other ſide, I hope 


J you don't ſuppoſe 1 me" have Aurelia's Indiſcre- 
tion; if ſhe had but enquired into Dorante's Cha- 
racter, it ſeems, he was known enough about 


Town, ſhe could not have been impos'd upon, 


and I am too little acquainted with People of your 
Age, and perhaps of ſome J don't like the Hu- 


mours ſo well, as to wiſh myſelf in their Places; 


or elſe I could name ye a great many, that are 
happy, or might be ſo, if they would, But 


why muſt I be confined to aged People. 
Luc. That reaſon is plain, becauſe you don't 


know what the young ones may come to. 


Ant. Why might not I hope to live as well as 
Aurelia's Daughter; and end my Days as _ 


Ads ſhe is like to do? 


Luc. So you may; but pray tell me how happily 
that will be? Aurelia's Daughter is a celebrated 
Beauty, and has a World of Wit: She is a Lady 
rides in her Coach and Six: Her Huſband is really 
a Gentleman, a Man of Senſe, that has had Uni- 
verſity Education, ſtudy'd very well, and yet is 
faſhionable, without being a Fop, a Man that 
loves her, and 1 believe, is faithful to her: 
She has two delicate Boys, and as many fine 
Girls: They have a fine ancient Seat in the 
Country, a and a good Building in the nobleſt 
Square in England; keep a ſplendid Houſe, and 


have an Income of Three thouſand a-year to 


main- 
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maintain it. To this we'll add, that ſhe enjoys 
all the Pleaſures that can be wiſh'd for on this 
fide of the Grave. 

Ant, You have done her md of Juſtice 
-indeed, and if you can ſhew me in any fingle Per- 
ſon, a Happineſs that comes up to this, or can 
be thought an Equivalent of what you mention'd, 
upon my Virginity, Aunt, I'll be a Maid as 
long as I live, 

Luc, This, I ſay, is her preſent Condicien; ; 
and I believe, ſhe is now about twenty-hve Years 
old: But, would ye look no further, and only mind 
the Out-fide of Things ? Three thouſand a-year, 
is a great deal of Money, but yet People may 
live above it. 

Ant. But what Reaſon have you to think they 
do ? | 

Luc. He loves Horſe-racing, and ſhe loves 

Play; as for her Portion, I am fatisfy'd it is 
gone already; and between you and I, Antonia, if 
you'll go up with me in my Cloſet, I can ſhew 
you very good Land- ſecurity for a Thouſand 
Pound, lent to ſomebody : I would not have ye 
.take any Notice, but if ſuch things are done in 
the Beginning, what muſt be expected hereafter? 
They have hitherto had a Child every Year ſince 
they have been married; ſhe is big again, this 
may go on to a Dozen for ought you know : 
Suppoſe that all theſe Children ſhall be hand- 
ſame, well - ſnaped, ſenſible, good-humour'd, and 
obedient, what Care muſt not attend the bring- 
ing up of fo many : But if any of them ſhould be 
crooked 


. 
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crooked, blind, mark'd in the Face, or any other 


way deformed, be Idiots, ſtubborn or undutiful, 


what a laſting Trouble would this be? We'll. 


ſay, they ſhall have no Rickets, King's-Evil, 
nor undergo the Miſeries of breaking a Leg, an 


Arm, a Rib; they ſhall be free from a thouſand 


Accidents that are daily occaſion'd by the Care- 
leſineſs of Nurſes ; but ſhall they have no Mea- 
ſles, Small-Pox, and other great Fits of Sickneſs? 
What Watchings and Anxieties if they live; and 
if they die, what Heart-breaking Sorrow and 


unfeigned Tears are not prepared for a tender 


Mother? But we'll grant they ſhall all grow up 
to be Men and Women, what a vaſt Charge 
will this be, if their Revenue be not ſufficient 
now, whilſt they have but four, that being ſo 
young yet, in a manner coſt nothing, to what 
they will hereafter? What will become of them, 
when they ſhall have a greater Number, and be 
at the unavoidable Expence of Cloaths and Edu- 
cation? But this is not all, ſhall none of the Sons 
take to ill Courſes, be extravagant, unfortunately 
draw a Quarrel upon him, kill, or be killed? 
Shall all the Daughters be well married, and 


none of em commit a Folly ? Do but conſider, 
Antonia, if only one in twelve ſhould miſcarry, 


and ſome way or. other be made miſerable, that 


the Happineſs of eleven, is not able to make 
amends for a thouſandth Part of the AMiction, 


which that one that is unhappy, mult of neceſſi- 
ty cauſe to loving Parents. But I'll. agree, that 


by a Miracle, they ſball all be jrreproachable, 
and 


N 
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and do well; ſhew me a Fund for the large Sums 
which the Men ſhall require, handſomely to be- 
gin the World with; or tell me whence the Por- 
tions ſhall ariſe, that muſt get Huſbands for the 
Women : What a Comfort mult it be to a Lady, 
that herſelf has always been careſs'd and che- 
riſh'd by a Gentleman of an eaſy indulging Tem- 
per, a Mzn cf Parts, of a Soul, and of a Family, 
when ſhe ſees her Daughter, that ſhe has ſo care- 
fully and ſo ſweetly brought up, wait on the 
vile Humours of an imperious, ill-bred, andAor- 
did Mechanick : And what Delight will it not 


give to her Huſband, to throw away ſome hun- 


dreds of Pounds to procure one of his Sons the 
Happineſs of being made a Slave for ſeven Years, 
to a miterly Villain of an Uſurer ; that in re- 
compence ſhall ſpoil his Principles, debaſe his 
Mind, and preach nothing to him but Avarice ; 
that ſhall infuſe into bim the abominable Rules 
of reaping the Benefit, and eſcaping the Puniſh- 
ment of Over- reaching and Extortion. What 
fecret Joy will it not be to his Soul, when he 
ſnall hear his own Fleſh and Blood ſay, Maſter, to 
one that from a Pariſh Boy, by being a Rogue, 
iz come to be rich; one, that for aught himſelf 
knows, never had a Grandfather ? What a Plea- 
ſure mult it be to a Man, as Aurelia's Son-in- 
law, when for his Child's Sake, he ſhall be forc'd 
to humour, and ſhew Reſpect to ſuch a Fellow, 
th.t with a great Paunch, and a Chain about his 


Neck, ſhall ſtrut, ſwell to his Face, and bragging 


of EY * Pelf, impudently laugh at Pedi- 
L 
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grees, Politeneſs, Honour, and whatever is va- 


luable, and unknown to mean and abject Spirits; 
All People wiſh, that every one of their Children 


may live as well as themſelves, and think it a 


great Hardſhip, if at leaſt the eldeſt Son, ſhould 


after their Deaths, not live in the ſame Splendor, 


and inherit as great, and as clear an Eſtate, to 
ſupport the unavoidable Dignity, to which he 


ſucceeds by his Birth, as his Anceſtors left to 


his Father: Can Hurelia's Daughter ever ima- 
gine this of her Children ? Is it probable ? Nay, 


is it poſſible? And do you think, ſhe'll ever name 


her Son's Shop, without regret, when ſhe ſpeaks 
that Word ? 

Ant. Aunt, you are enough to ruin and un- 
people a Common-wealth : When Yeſterday I 
was reading how ſollicitous the Emperor Augu- 

us was in ſtocking of his Empire, what Care 
and Pains he took to perſuade all young People 
to Matrimony, and how he honour'd and encou- 
rag'd ſuch as would marry, I could not forbear 
thinking on you: If you had lived in his Days, 
and ventilated this Doctrine, you would certain- 
ly have come to ſome untimely End or other: 1 
muſt confeſs, your Diſcourſe has ſo touch'd me, 
that I cannot but admire the Wiſdom of Nature, 
in denying to Men and Women, that Foreſight, 
when they are young, which they acquire at a 
greater Age: For without that, I verily believe 
the World could not ſubſiſt above three or four- 
ſcore Years ; and a new Creation of Man ſhould 
be wanted once every hundred Years at leaſt. 


Tho“ 
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Tho? as to Aurelia's Daughter, concerning Riches, 
I am ſtill of Opinion, ſhe can hardly fail of living 
well; for beſides what ſhe is to have of her Mother, 
her Jointure, which nobody can touch, will always 
fecure her a plentiful Maintenance. 

Luc, When People live above their Income, 
at their firſt ſetting out, it ſeldom ends well: A 
to her Jointure, it ſignifies nothing; they are 

only of uſe in Matches that are ſtruck up like 
Smithfield Bargains, for deſigning Women, that 
look upon 'em as Annuities, which by their Por- 
tions they have purchaſed; ſuch, as take a Huſ- 
band for a Cloak, and a Conveniency of being 
wicked with Impunity, that are reſolved to part“ 
with them, if they won't allow them to be ſo vici- 
ous as they pleaſe : But can a Woman that loves 
ber Huſband, reſerve any thing from him, if he - 
likewiſe loves her? Set but the Example of your 
Mother before your Eyes: She had twice your 
Fortune, and Fifteen Hundred a-year ſettled upon 
ner, out of Two thouſand five Hundred a- 
Year, which your Father had when he marry'd 
her; and yet ſhe had the Misfortune of ſeeing. 
all that reduc'd to nothing, by a Huſband, that” 
was guilty of no Vice, but being too generous to 
his Friends, and too charitable to the Needy : 
What became of her Jointure, when his Debts 
made him uneaſy ? She gave up her Right, and” 
prevented his aſking; they neither of them had 
mercenary Souls, but ſo entcrtain'd and ply'd 
one another with Love and Pleaſure : He being 
obliging, and ſhe being grateful, that Care 

33 eould- 
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could never enter intocither : If ſhe had been Miſtreſs 


of a thouſand Jointures, they would have been 
ſacrificed, and all made away with, before ſhe 


would have ſcen hin one Moment out of Hu- 


would not ſay any thing to reflect upon 
Mark only the deplorable End of 


mour : 
the Dead : 


your Mother when ſhe dy'd, ſhe left the Ob- 


ea of her Love, your Father in a Priſon ; and 
the Pledges of it, her two Daughters, of which, 
the eldeſt yourſelf, was but fix Years, and the 
youngeſt not a Month. old, no otherwiſe provi- 


ded for, than as the Good-will of her Siſters 


ſhould think fit to diſpoſe of them. Could this 


Happen to your Mother, that had no Charge of 


Children, and never more living at once than 
two; how is Aurelia's Daughter inſur'd againſt 
it, that is likely to have ſo many? If you will 
examine into the Hints that I have given ye, it 
is impoſſible, but you mult ſee the black Cloud 


of Troubles, that is impending over her Head, 


and may, whenever it breaks, not affect only 
her, but likewiſe overtake Aurelia herſelf, whom 


you now think ſo happy, and almoſt beyond the 
Reach of Fortune: She is but a middle aged Wo- 


man, and J can forefee which way ſhe may yet 
feel Afflictions, that ſhall not be inferior to the 
Death of her Son, and go as near to her Heart; 
ſuch as ſhall ariſe from what you have call'd 
great and ſubſtantial Bleſſings, of the firſt Rate. 
—W hat makes ye ſmile? 


Ant. I was thinking, how little I muſt pre- 


tend, that I had no Caution given me, if ever 


1 
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I ſhould play the Fool with myſelf ; but there's 
no great Danger, for thus much you have gain'd 
upon me, that I am thoroughly fatisfy'd, mar- 
ry'd Women are infinitely more expos'd to Ac- 
cidents, that may occaſion Trouble, Grief, and 
Miſery than Maids, and if any body comes to 
court me To-day, he has choſe his time very 
ill: For I can afſure ye Aunt, that what you 
have ſaid, has made a great Impreſſion upon me, 
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and I would not be Aurelia, nor her Daugh 


ter 


Luc. And yet I have ſaid nothing of the per- 
ſonal and bodily Sufferings, that attend Matri- 
mony, and if Women are not Barren, are inſe- 
I have not ſpoke of the loſing 

of your Shape, the fading of your Beauty, which 

I know you value: When Aurelia's Daughter 

was a Maid, ſhe was talk'd of every where, for 

having an extraordinary fine Boſom, let her now 
compare once her Breaſts to yours, and ſee which 
are the firmeſt, Don't ye obſerve what little 
Reſiſtance they make to her Stays, and how they 
| begin to give way to them, when ſhe ſtoops, or 
bows forward, to what they did four: or five 
Years ago ? Is it not a thouſand Pities to ſee a 
young briſk Woman, well made, and fine limb- 
ed ? As ſoon as ſhe is poiſon'd by Man, retch, 
puke, and be ſick, ten or twelve times in a Day, 
for a Month or ſix Weeks; and after that, 
ſwell for ſeven or eight Months: together, till 
like a Frog, ſhe is nothing elſe but Belly. Would 
you not think it hard, to have an Uncaſinefs, 


parable from it. 


that 
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that ſhall laſt ye nine Months, which in abundance 
of Women, is one continu'd Diſtemper. 

Aut. If theſe little Diſorders of Breeding were 
the worſt, I ſhould not think ſo much of it; 
for I ſee Men and Women both, laugh at em 
daily. 

Luc. So they'll do if any one ſcalds his 
Throat, to let him know, that it was his own 
Fault, by being ſo greedy in fwallowing : They 
don't laugh at the thing itſelf, but the thinking 
on what has been the Occaſion tickles their 
Fancies. But what Reaſon has ſhe that feels the 
Smart to laugh? Vou call them little Diſorders, 
but if it was your Caſe, you'd find 'em perhaps 
great ones. Tis true, all are not bad alike; 
ſome are ſtronger than others, in reſiſting Poi- 


fon: But if Man was not a venomous Creature 


how would it be poſſible, that a hail, plump Girl, 
of a good Complection, ſhould in fo little time 
after converſing with him, turn thin viſaz'd. 
pale, yellow, and look as if ſhe was bewitch'd ? 
Not be able to endure the Sight of Bread, 
loath the beſt of Food, and in an Inſtant get an 
Averſion to twenty Things, which ſhe us'd- to 
admire before ; whilſt ſhe'll run raving mad for 
ſtrange, naſty, and unnatural Meſſes, that no hu- 
man Stomach, of People in their Senſes, ever 
craved, with an Appetite ſo uncommon and un- 
accountable, that if it be not ſatisfy*d, and ſhe 
is deny'd, or any ways hinder'd in her frentick 
Luſts, ſhe'l] ſwoon away, be thrown into _ 
vulſions, * ſuch Agonics as have often prov'd 

fatal: 
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fatal: Are not theſe Signs, that the Venom 
flies up to the Head? Does it not come up to 
Demonſtration, that the Sting of Man comes up 
to that of the Tarantula? And that the Symp- 
toms of the firſt, are more dreadful, laſting, and. 
pernicious, than they are of the latter? Are 
there not Hundreds of Women, that from the 
time they have been three or four Months with 
Child, to the Minute they are deliver'd, are in 
ſuch continual 'Forments, that all that while, they 
enjoy not one half Night's Reſt, or one Hour's 
Eaſe, in which they can ſay, they are wholly 
free from Pain? When they begin to feel this 
Miſery, what an uncomfortable RefleRion muſt 
it not be, to think that without hope of Cure, 
it is to laſt ſo many Months; and that then 
they cannot get rid of it, but by undergoing an 
uncertain Set of Pains, each of which is a greater 
Forture, than dying any other way. Mind what 
I tell ye, Antonia, tis not a Trifle, a Pain that 

racks, diſtorts, and wrings at one and the fame. 
Inſtant, every Nerve,. nay, every Fibre, from the 
Crown of the Head, to the Sole of the Foot: A 
Torture fo exquiſite, and ſo univerſal, that Art 
and Cruelty, could ever imitate it ; and Nature 
knows not ſuch another, When this is over, 
then begins the Danger: An unconceiveable 
Wearineſs ſeizes the Body all over: The Strength 
of Muſcles and Sinews is ſpent, the Organs of 
Hearing are become ſo tender, that the leaſt Noiſe 
diſturbs their Brain, and the loweſt Speech is of- 
fenfive; the very Eyec-ſtrings are ſtrain'd, the 
| _— : Sight 
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Sight impar'd, and nothing but Darkneſs can 
eaſe them: And beſides, that the Stomach is 
weak, and for want of Spirits, unable to digeſt, 
the whole Maſs of Blood is diſorder'd: We may 
well imagine, that miſſing ſo many Parts, through 
which of late it us'd to circulate, it cannot eaſily 
again confine itſelf to its ancient Limits: Being 
in this Confuſion, every ſmall Accident is able 


to inflame it, and be the Cauſe of a fatal Fever. 


What Numbers have loſt their Lives in Child- 
bed, your own Mother for one, a whole Fort- 


night ſhe was like to do well, and yet dy'd within 


the Month. 

Ant. Dear Aunt, let me hear no more of it. 

Luc. Dear Niece, I am ſo full of it, methinks 
I have ſaid but little yet. I have not ſpoke of 
the Faintings, Cramps, the intollerable Head- 
achs, and violent Cholicks, that are fo familia} 
to them: I have not told ye what Multitudes, 
tho? they ſurvive, are made miſerable, nor men- 
tion'd the Unſkilfulneſs and Neglect of Mid- 
wives, or the many lingring Diſtempers and 
leſſer Ailments, that attend ſome Women as long 


as they live: But if this they eſcape, the Skin will 


be wrinkled, the little capillary Veins, that 
are ſo ornamental to it, muſt be broke in many 
Places; the Fleſh be looſen'd, the Ligaments, 
relax'd, the Joints be ſtiffen'd, and made un- 
active: This perhaps you may ſlight, but be aſ- 
ſured, that the bearing, as well as bringing forth 


of Children, waſtes Women, wears 'em, ſhakes, 


ſpoils, 
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Ipoils, and deſtroys the very Frame and Conſti- 
tution of them. | 


Ant. I can but thank ye Aunt, for your Affec- 


tion; the Zeal you ſpeak with, abundantly con- 
vinces me of the Concern you have for me, tho? I 


have not underſtood ſome hard Words, and ſeve- 
veral things you have nam'd, by which, I fancy 


you have learn'd -to be a Midwiſe, and ftudy'd 


Surgery. _ 

Luc. T have read ſeveral Books of Phyſic, * 
abundance of Things, that Women ſeldom trouble 
their Heads with; but I always was of Opinion, 
that in knowing the World, was comprehended 
the underſtanding of one's ſelf ; and think, that 


the Study of Anatomy, and the inward Govern- 


ment of our Bodies, is as diverting, and fully of as 


much Uſe, as the contriving, and making the beſt 


order'd, and moſt exact Piece of Fillegrew Work, 


that ever was ſeen ; and I'm ſure, what I know of 


the firſt, has not coſt me half the Time, that I 


bave known People, when I was'young, beſtow 

upon the latter. 
Ant. It is a Wonder, that ſince you have book | 

ſo curious, in examining all theſe Things that be- 


longs to Men and Women, it never came into 


your Head, to confirm your Kno leuge by Ex- 
perience. 
Luc, I underſtand ye very well, Niece, you 


mean, why I did not marry ? I hate Experiments 


that are dangerous, and would rather be.ignorant 
in ſome "Os than run mad for knowing too 
much, $9 75 , How 


M EY. 
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Ant. I believe that the Pangs, and other bodily 
Calamities, are very dreadful to Women that 
have Children, and that the ill Conſequences are 
many: All this, and whatever elſe you told me, 
bear a great Weight with me; yet J don't doubt, 
but there are Equivalents .of Pleaſure, and ſome- 
thing muſt be very inviting in Matrimony, or 
elſe, why ſhould all young People have ſuch a 
Mind to it? And why ſhould Nature, as ſoon as 

they are:fit for it, ſo much r and ſet them 
on to it? 
Zac. What prompted you five Years ago, to 
eat Cinders and bits of Wall? 28 
Ant. T hat was a  depraved Appetite, a Di- 
ftemper. Py 

Luc. Who told ye that this is not? May 1 | | 
not ſay of an Angler's Bait, what you fay of 1 


Marriage ? There muſt be ſomething very in- 
viting in it, or elſe the Fiſhes would not catch at 
it fo greedily. You and I may talk of this, till | * 
we loſe ourſelves ; but nobody ſhall ever per- 
ſuade me, to be in love with the Bait, if! 
know that I muſt ſwallow the Hook at the ſame 7 
time. Fz 
Ant. But then do you think there would be 
Pleaſure, if it was not for the Hook ? Hy 
Luc. That's another Queſtion : I never ws | 
marry'd, J can't tell, that Experience is not to be 
had at my rate; would you have any body try, 
whether the hos was ſtrong enough to bear him, 
if he ſaw People fall in before him? BY 
Ant. That's a cold Simile in Summer, 1 23 

| | . Luce. 
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Luc. I thought it was a good one, but if you 
pleaſe, I'll give ye another, that ſhall be fitter 
for the Weather, as well as your Conſtitution 
would he have me pay for my Curioſity as Pliny 
did, and periſh by the Flames, to know the Cauſe 
-of them. 

Ant. The Application wad if Matrimony 
be like a Veſuvius, and Men are made of Brim- 
ſtone : But two or three Days ago you promis'd 
to tell me, whence that firſt Averſion you have 
'to Men proceeded ; pray be as good as your 
Word, for ſince you had the ſame Inclinations 
as others, I want to know what curb'd them: 
You was always a great Fortune, and, I believe, 
without Flattery, very agreeable, when you was 
young. What could frighten ye from Wedlock ? 
What could inſpire you with thoſe unnatural No- 
tions you have now? 

Luc. Love and Reaſon. | 

Ant. What! Aunt, was you ever in Love ? 

Luc, Yes, with myſcif : I always was ſo unna- 
tural, as to deny my Appetite what my Reaſon 
told me would hurt me, tho” my Inclination was 
never ſo ſtrong : By what I have heard and ſeen, 
i am convinc'd, that cold and large Draughts are 
prejudicial in Fevers ; and therefore, when I am 


ill, I chuſe to bear the Torment of Drought ra- 


ther than endanger my Life. - 

Ant, But all this while I am not able to diſ 
cover, what Thoughts, what Sentiments, you 
harbour avout Men; moſt commonly you ſpeak 
Hl of 'em, and frem to hate em, and yet ſome- 

M 2 | time 
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times, you talk of 'em with Eſteem, and extol 
2em to the Skies. 

Luc. IT judge of Things as I find *em, without 
being influenc'd by my Love, or my Hatred; I 
have an Averſion to Men, and yet can admire 
their Parts and good Qualities, in which they 
excel us: And as there is nothing more fooliſh, 
tho' few things more praQis'd, than for People 
to let their Inclination interfere with their Rea- 
fon ; I have always endeavour'd to avoid it, my 
Hatred to Man, is built on the ſame Foundation 
with the Enmity and IIl-will, which all wiſe Prin- 
ces, and States of Chr: ftendom, bear to the King 
of France: They know he is a ſagacious Man 
of profound Senſe, that has had time to join a 
prodigious Experience to a ſolid Judgment; a 
Prince of incredible Application, and indefatiga- 
ble in Buſineſs: Every one of 'em knows, that 
he is infinitely more powerful than himſelf. 

Ant, Are theſe the Sentiments that the Princes 
have of the King of France? 

Luc. Depend upon it they are, and I could 
tell ye abundance more of his heroick Patience, 
and Steadineſs in Misfortunes, if it was to my 
Purpoſe. 
Ant. I can never think this is his Character ; 
if it was, inſtead of all combining againſt him, 
they would treat him with a great deal of Vene- 
ration. 

Luc, Why ſo ? What are his perſonal Qualities? 
What is his Greatneſs to them, as long as it is 
manifeft, he would make them his Vaſſals? 

would 
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would you not have them execrate-an ambitious 


Monarch, that has nothing of Religion but what 


his Politicks direct? That laughs at Oaths, and 


ſolemn Promiſes, and knows nothing binding, 


dut his Intereſt ? Should they not hate and de- 


teſt him, when it is ſo viſible, that he would 


bring all Furepe under his Yoak, and breaks, 


through all Laws, Humane and Divine, to have 
his Will? They have learn'd by woeful Experi- 
ence, that often he has been too ſtrong for three 
or four of the moſt Potent, and that commonly, 


he is too cunning for them all together; but the 


greater his Abilities are, the more they ought to 


be apprehended: If ſingly, they cannot face 


him, and knock him down fairly, are they not 


in the right, to fall upon him with united Force 
as they do, and rather worry the common Ene- 


my into Ruin, than ſuffer themſelves to be enſlaved 


by him? 


Ant. Then, it ſeems, the King of Frakce, has 
given thoſe Princes and States great Provocations z 
and it is very reaſonable they ſhould be his Ene- 
mies. What has Mankind done to you? Have 
they made War againſt you? How have they 
deſery'd your Hate? 

Luc. They have enſlaved our Sex: In Paradiſe, 
Man and Woman were upon an even Foot ; ſee 


what they have made of us ſince: Is not every 


Woman that is marry'd a Slave to her Huſband 
I mean, if ſhe be a good Woman, and values 
her Promiſe, - 


My © Ant. 


2 - I» ">. . 
— r — — * — 1 
en IE CY 


142 TE VINCI UNMASK'D þ or, 


Ant. If you was in other Countries, perkaps 


you might have Reaſon to complain; but in: 
England, Women are treated very . 
as well as tenderly. 
Luc. *Tis that RefpeRt and Tenderneſs I hate, 
when it confiſts only in outward Shew : In Hel- 


land, Women ſit in their 'Compting-houſes, and 


do Buſineſs, or, at leaſt, are acquainted with every 
thing their Huſhands do. But ſays a Raſcal here, 


no, my Dear, that is too much Trouble; thoſe. 


Butter-Boxes don't know how to treat en 3 
Men ſhould only ſtudy how to give em Pleaſure: 


With this he ſends her to the Play-Houſe; and 


when ſhe comes Home, there's an Extent out 


againſt her Huſband, all what they have in the 


World is gone, and they tear the very Rings from 
the Lady's Fingers, that was ſo reſpected an Hour 
ago. Is not this enough to make a Woman run 
mad. | 
Ant, But pray, if a Man be great in the 
World, and receives any Honour, does not the 
Wife pertabe of it; and is ſhe not eſteem'd ac- 
cordingly? 

Luc. So do the Servants too; all the Family 
commonly fares thi Vetter for the Maſter's Gran- 


deur ; I have thought ſametimes, the very Horſes. 


have run merrily, when I have ſeen em draw a 
Favourite's Coach: But I have no mind to tell 
ye the hundredth Part now, of what I have to 
fay to ye upon this Head. I'll ſhew ye one thing 
that perhaps may make ye love the Sex; pray 
ſee, what fine Thoughts they have of us, and how 


* | 
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they derive our Conſtancy from Eve our Mo- 


ther, 
Ant, Would you have me read it aloud ? 


Luc. Ves, if you will, Antonia. 


Ant. When, Adam ſaw the Beauty Ly his Side, 
IVith new-born Foy, he view'd the charming Bride: 
Her, whom he knew on no ſmall Errand ſent, 
Becauſe procur'd by the Omnipotent. 


But if he lib d, and loud her eagerly, 


Jinpatient to enjoy the Heavenly ſhe, 

As for her Part, ſhew'd no great Cruelty. 

And Adam, quickly found much for our Good, 
That ſhe was made of the ſame Fleſh and Bload. 
Both gaz d, both were ſurpriz'd ; and as-they ey 'd 
With wiſhful Looks, what neither ſtrove to hide, 
Both equally o ercome, by diff* rent Charms, 

Ruſtd, without Courtſhip, to each others Arms 
Diſſolv'd at once, and ſbot thro ev ry Vein, 

Felt all the Feys of Love, without the Pain. 

On her it work'd with greater Influence, 

Than all her Daughters e er could boaſt of ſince. 
Sure, Friend, this happy Fair, who never knew 
7550 Intrigues of Church or Play-houſe, muft be true. 


Was ever Waman honeſt, it was ſhe ; 


Perhaps youll ſay, ſhe was forced ſo to be: 
e were no other Men, and being alone, 

"Twas Hopſon's Choice, ſhe muſt have him, or none. 

Ware both miſtaken, and ſhall not fercerves 

If we mind well, ſuch Innocence in Eve; 

For tho? her * Spouſe was of ſuch noble Mein, 

Of Shape fo graceful, i of Limbs fo clean. 


4 
* 
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Mitb Vigaur, Eloquence, and Knowledge blaſt, 
And without doubt, not wanting of the reſt, 
Unl:ſs a Man, fram'd by immortal Skill, 
To ſtocꝶ the World, could be thought furniſhed ill; 
Yet of the nupiial Bower ſhe weary grew, 

And as jhe lud, till long d for ſamething new © 
And thy at Home ſhe had a Lord ſo great, 

That even Angels envy'd him his State ; 

Yet as a Husband, ſbe could leave him there, 

In J opes to meet with other Foys elſewhere ;_ 

And once got out of Sight, ſhe prov'd ſo frail, 
That ſhe «would liſten to a Serpent's Tale, 

And rather enter with the Deuil in Chat, 
Than be a Woman, and not be Coquet. 


1 How do you like it? | 
Ant, I could hang the Author with all my 


Heart, but according to your Rule, I muſt fay 
thus of it, there is a witty, Turn upon poor 
Eve; ſome Lines are very ſtrong, but they are 


as much inclin'd to be bawdy, or elſe the whole 
is writ pretty well; and I muſt hate the Author | 


for ſtriving to expoſe our Sex, 
Luc. Right: So I would bave you judge of eve- 
ry thing according to the Merits. Come, An- 
toni, 7 don't like your Yawning ; rather than be 
idle, let you and I play a Game at Cheſs. 
Ant. I can't, unleſs you give me a Rook. 
Tuc, Why don't you atk. for the N — 


Come, any th: ng. 
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SEVENTH DIALOGUE 


| BETWEEN 
LucinDaA and ANTONIA. 


than you did Yeſterday : How 


with you? 
Ant, I thank you for your Advite; Aunt ; 


I am much better than I was, but don't you think 
it dangerous to truſt me among ſo many handſome. 


young Fellows ? 


Luc, Much leſs, than where there is but one 
or two; becauſe the Objects joſtle out one an- 


other, and none can make a deep Impreſſion. 
Ant. That may be; but when they handle 
me about, and I am fo cloſe to them, as one 
is obliged to be in Country-Dances, it makes a 
ſtrange Commotion within me, in ſpite of my 
Teeth : At firſt of all it js as if it would ſtifle me, 


and take away my Breath. 
25 | | "4 . | 2 


F J am not miſtaken, Niece, you 
have eat with a better Appetite. 


* does Your Dancitig Bone agree: 


4 _ 
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Luc. That is becauſe it is ſweet, and the Men: 


draw-it. Did you never. hear of Cats: ſucking the 
Breath of Children? 


Ant. But, without bantering, Aunt, did you 


ever obſerve that in yourſelf? It is only in the 


Beginning; as ſoon as I am tired a little, it goes 


off. 


Luc, When I was young, without doubt, I was. 


as the reſt : But don't be troubled at it, the 


more you frequent great Companies, the ſooner 
it will wear off, Do but keep them from reaſon- 


ing, and being alone with you, and you are ſafe ; 
for I. never fear your falling in Love at Sight. 


Fg 


J know, that being ſo near em, as well as the 
Wantonneſs of the Motion itſelf, by making an 


Agitation in the Blood, ftirs up the Thqughts, 


and raiſes ſome ert Wiſhes; but the ſame 


Motian long continued, by diffipating the Spirits, 
will lay em again, and you'll always find your» 
felf eaſier after it. 

Art. I did as you bid me; and' tired myſelf 
heartily ; we made it: paſt Two. No body can 
follow Directions more ſtrictly than T do yours. 
Did you ſee me touch a Drop of Gravy at Din- 
ner. 


Luc. I was glad of it. Dear Niece, do but uſe 


yourſelf to a ſlender, or at leaſt a plain Diet, and 


take a great deal of Exerciſe; always ſtrive to be 
merry, and never be idle. Obſerve but theſe 


Things, and the Men may go whiſtle. 


Ant. Now you talk of Men, I can't forbear 


thinking of the King of France; I never heard a 


FEMALE DIALOGUES. 147 
Man praiſed and ſpoke againſt fo much at the 
fame time.. 

Luc, I could tell you abundance more. 

Ant. Why won't you, Aunt? I wonder at 
you, every Cobler and Tinker talks Politicks. 

Our Tom and the Coachman were at it the Night 
before laſt, till they were ready to quarrel, L 
am ſure, I know as. much as they : You always. 
make me read the News, and look every Place in: 
the Map, and. yet. you'll never talk to me about: 
State-Affairs. | 

Luc. That is, becauſe you are not. fit for it, 
nor I neither, indeed: Thoſe that would med-- 
dle with 'em, ought to have not only read, but 
2 all manner of Hiſtory, that they may 

F be ready to. compare what is preſent, with what 
= has been ; and be able, upon every Accident, 

allowing for the Difference of Time and Place, 


8 to judge of the Event of Things to come, 

Au. You have read. a great deal, and I have 

9 read a little, Aunt. 

1 | Luc. To be vers'd in Hiſtory, is but one Branch, 

WW there is more requiſite. A Politician that would: 
|: pretend. to foreſee what ſhall happen, ought to 


be acquainted with other Countries, as well as he 
3 is with his own, to know the great Cities, their 
Commerce, the Sea-ports, their Shipping, the 
9 Fortifications, Artillery, Stores, and Ammuni- 
tion; all the Towns of Note, the Number of 
Villages, and People they contain, the Soil, the 
Climate, the Extent and Product of every Pro- 
wnee ; ſome of theſe Things are very diffi- 

a cult: 
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cult to be learn'd. The ableſt People in our 
Nation, when we had gain'd that glorious Vic- 
tory over the French at Hochſtedt, did not think 
it would ever have been in the Power of France 
to loſe ſuch a Battle as that of Ramellies; much 
lefs that they could have made all thoſe Shifts, 
and that great Reſiſtance with which hitherto 
they have oppos'd the Conqueſts of the wiſeſt 28 
nerals, and the braveſt Soldiers. 

Ant. To know what you ſpeak of in all the 
Countries of Europe, would take up more than. 
one Man's Life-time, 

Luc. This is not all, he ought likewiſe to know 
the Prince, and all his Court, or at leaſt his chief 
Miniſters and Generals, their Abilities, Cir- 
cumſtances and Inclinations, all their Virtues and 
+; - 

Ant. And do you think that there are many 
that have this univerfal Knowledge? 

Tuc. No: And that is the Reaſon why all Peo- 
ple gueſs ſo madly, and are fo much out of the 
Way, when they are Fools enough in giving 
their Opinion of what is to come. Let a Man be 

of the greateſt Learning, Senſe, and Perſpicuity, 

if he wants this Knowledge, at leaſt of the 
Countries in queſtion; I would value his Pre- 
dictions about Peace or War, or the Alliances of 
Princes, no more than yours, tho' he was one of 
the Managers. 

Ant. Since there are ſo few that can boaſt of 
this vaſt Knowledge, I don't think that there is 
4 Folly in paſſing one's Judgment on Things, 

of 
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of which there is no certainty, if it be modeſtly 
done. When a Queſtion is aſk*d, People muſt 
ſay ſomething ; nobody loves to ſeem altogether 
ignorant. 

. And yet nothing ſhews more "Candi and 
Ingenuity, than when a Man of Parts confeſſes 
his Ignorance ; eſpecially in Things of Moment, 


that require Pains and Labour, 


Ant. I think it looks very affectedly, for Peo- 
ple to pretend not to underſtand a Thing, when 


all. the World knows they excel in it. 


Luc. T don't mean. that coxcoibly. Way of 
Humility, by which your inſipid People pretend 
to be ignorant of what themſclves, as well- as 
others, are perſuaded that they are Maſters : As 
ſome that can ſing well, will fulſomely tell yau, 
that they have no Skill, or no Voice, or elſe that 
they are hoarſe ; when themſelves and every body 
elſe know the contrary. I ſpeak of that ſhining 
Quality, when People of Senſe, that underſtand 
their Buſineſs thoroughly, and are great Profici- 


ents in the Studies to which they have apply'd 


themſelves, without Heſitation, own their Igno- 
rance of what they really don't know. 


Ant. I ſhould think that's ſoon done. 


Luc. It is ſo in ſuch as yourſelf, but to People 
of Parts and Learning, that are of ſome F ame, it 
is harder than you think; for when they begin 
to ſee that they are 3 taken for knowing 
Perſons, their Pride makes *em ſuch Fools as to 
fancy they ſhall *perſuade the World, that they 
know every ching, which is  Jidiculous ; 5 and 


this 


150 The VIA IN Unmass*D'; or, 


this is the Reaſon why I think it filly for Peaple 
to make Prognoſtications i in Politicks, when they 
.are conſcious in their own Hearts, that they know 
nothing of it. | 
Ant. I can very well perceive, that it is a 
Fault to meddle with things we don't underſtand, 
but why is it ſuch a — to confeſs that we are 
ignorant? 
Luc. Tis a Sign of good Breeding, and a ſort 
of fair Dealing, when Perſons that have not ill- 
+beſtow'd their Time, ſcorn to appear more know- 
ing than they really are. When I ſpeak to any- 
body that is always uſed ingenuouſly to tell me 
when he don't underſtand or know a thing, it 
4nſpires me with a greater Confidence in his 
Knowledge, when he undertakes a thing, or 
when he ſays nothing. 


Ant. Then I find I muſt ask you no Queſtions 
about State-Affairs, becauſe you want thoſe ne- 
ceſſary Qualifications, which are ſo difficult to 
be attain'd to, that People may be extraordinary 
well accompliſh'd, and yet de wholly to ſeek in 
them. 

Luc. Vou has hit it; 3 are ſo difficult, 
that it is an Accompliſhment to know all the | 
Difficulty of it. It is very hard in ſome Counng 
tries to be well acquainted with the hidden 
-Springs that give Life to the ſeveral Courts of 
Juſtice ; the ſeveral Pullies, by the Help of 
which, the Money is hoiſted up from the very 
Bottom to the Top, as well as the many Holes 
through which it is ſuffer d to drop down again, 

with 
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with the Wheels that turn it, and all the other 
Parts that compoſe the Machine of Government. 
Travellers have not time for it, and ſeldom trou- 
bling their Heads with the Inſide, are commonly 
ſatisfied, if they can but ſee the Engine play. 
Thoſe that make it their Buſineſs, and enquire 
into it, are often impoſed upon, by addreſſing 
themſelves to people that pretend to know more 
than they do. 

Ant. I believe it is a great Taſk to know thoſe 
Things; but why ſhould you ſuppoſe what you 
Aid laſt? 

Luc. J have a great Reaſon for it, and ſpeak 
by Experience: A man that underſtands himſelf 
very well, may be imploy'd in one Part of a Go- 
vernment, and yet not know ſome Things ia 
.another Part that is more remote from his ; or 
at leaſt, not always exactly remember what is 
out of his Way. But yet if a Stranger ſhould, 
among other Queſtions, aſk him ſomething a- * 


bout a Court or Office, which he happens not to 


know, if he is a Man of any Figure, and the 
Stranger likewiſe one, whoſe Eſteem he values, 
he'll be aſham'd to own his Ignorance, and will 
often tell him wrong, rather than be thought, 


by a Man of Senſe, not to know a thing belong- 


ing to a Government, in which he is concern'd 
himſelf. We had a Man, that has left us very 
valuable Remarks made of a neighbouring Coun- 


try: He is generally very exact in the Deſcrip- 
tion of their Government; yet tho' he was a 
great Stateſman, a Light of the Age, that was 


alt 
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an Ambaſſador there, and lived a great while 
upon the Spot, I can ſhew you in his Writings, 
what could not be there, unleſs he had been miſ- 
informed. The ſeven United Provinces are very 
near; there is a very ſtrict Alliance between them 
and us, and both actually ſhew, at this pre- 
ſent Time, ſuch an unparallel'd Confidence in 
one another, as never was ſeen before between 
two ſuch powerful Neighbours, of ſo different an 
Intereſt in Trade; and yet, though we have ſo 
great a Commerce with them, how few People 
have we here, that exactly underſtand their Go- 
vernment ! The Prints may mention the States 
of Holland, the Court of Holland, and the Court 
of Brabant; ſpeak of the States General, the 
Council of State, or the committed Council; but 
moſt people can only tell you, that they are ſe- 
veral Courts and Aſſemblies: If you afk them 
what ſort of Miniſters they are compos'd of, 
and their Numbers, or what is the proper Buſi- 
neſs for each Place, few can anſwer with any ex- 
actneſs; and I know ſome Perſons of good Senſe, 
and even of Quality, that have no clearer Notion 
of em, though they are next Door to us, than 
they have of the Mandarins in China; and what 
is worſe, think themſelves no more oblig'd to 
know the one, than the other, to judge of State- 
Affairs. They read of the hundred Penny, but 
there are abundance of People that know no 
more of it, than that it is a certain Tax ſo call'd, 
but what Part of their Income it is, they are al- 
together ignorant of. If they knew what that 
: Tax 
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Tax meant, a great many that grumble at pay- 
ing four Shillings in the Pound, would not ſo 
much expoſe themſelves by complaining, that 
the Dutch contributed not proportionably to the 
War, as much as themſelves; when they ſhould. 
ſee, that by paying the hundred Peany twice a 
| Year, as they have done for ſome time, they 
give away juſt half their Revenue ; and that this 
they pay not only of their Land and Houſes, 
(which the Country being ſo ſmall) are inconſi- 
derable to their other Riches, but likewife that, 
in which their Wealth chiefly conſiſts, the Mo- 
ney that from time to time they lend the Go- 
vernment, tho' the Province of Holland allows 
no higher Intereſt than Four per Cent, And now 
I am ſpeaking of this, I cannot but think, that 
if our. People ſhould know what other Taxes, 
heavy Exciſes, and innumerable Duties they 
pay beſides, not only upon Wine, Beer, Fuel, 
and others, that we have, but ſuch as are un- 
heard of here; as upon the keeping of Servants, 
the grinding of Corn, which. is terrible to the 
Poor; if I ſay, ſome of our People ſhould know 
37 how they are oblig'd to pay certain: Sums, at 
which they are rated for uſing Salt, and Soap, 
whether they conſume little or much; how eve - 
ry Family that will drink Tea, Coffee, or Cho- 
colate, muſt pay a great Tax for it, tho' they had- 
but one Diſh of any of the three in the whole 
Year : Should they conſider all this, and that 


the very Cows pay for having Horns, they would 
think. 


. nb Dot OP 
anos 


2 — * Ms 2 — 0 
p « 3 : — = —— 
8 © - Sb Yom res en AK — "I 
— rw — r — aaa * 
. + — » * 1 * — * 75 3 e "gets * _ "= ; as 
= - _ » — TAS = ak — — — 2 Wh 2 — 
—— 2 — AF etv.as, . * — bo — — 
8 — — — amend — * 
: . — 4 — I —— ans "0 _ . c 
* 8 — 4 vg 7 
. 


154 The VIIXOIN UN MASK 'b; or, 


think our Burden much lighter than theirs, and: 


cry out, Bleſſed England! 
Ant. Bleſſed Great Britain, you mean, Aunt. 
Luc. That is no Proverb yet, Niece. 


Ant. I can contradi& nothing of what you have 


faid ; but I muſt aſk you one Queſtion, ſince, ac- 


cording to your Deſcription, it is an utter Im- 


poſſibility that there ſhould be a perfect Politi- 
cian : Why would you inſinuate, as if ſome Peo- 


ple were to blame for not being ſo ? 


Luc. To be well vers'd in a Science, is one 
thing, and to be perfect in it, is another, I 


don't believe, more than you, that there is any 


one Man that knows all thoſe Things which I 
have nam'd, of all the prineipal Kingdoms and 
Commonwealths in Eurepe ; but there may be 
ſuch as are very well acquained with one or two 
Countries beſides their own, and know a great 
deal of the reſt ; and thus he ought to be quali- 
fy'd, that from preſent Circumſtances, can pre- 
tend to give a tolerable Guefs of what-ſhall hap- 
pen hereafter. This was the Reaſon why ] told 
you, that you nor I were fit to talk of Politicks ; 
becauſe I know that by talking of em, you mean 
foretelling what is to come. But as theſe Pre- 
dictions are very unprofitable, conſidering what 
Accompliſhments they require, I fee no Neceſſi- 
ty why one Man ſhould be put to all that Trou- 
ble: It is enough that all the Court and the 


whole Government of a Nation can make up ſuch 


an exact Body of Politicks as I have mention d; 
which yet it is a Shame that any gallant King- 
dom, 
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dom, or State, that makes a Buſtle in the World, 
ſhould - want. The King of France has whole 
Sets of 'em, that ſtudy ſome one Country, and 
ſome another, as. appears in all his Negocia- 
tions. 

Ant. Ves, yes, Aunt, I know the King of 
France is a great Man with you. 

Luc. The more you jeſt with that, the more 
I'Il be in earneſt. - I know that Lewis the XIVth 
is a wicked Tyrant, and fo may I proſper as 
I wiſh his Fall. This- hinders me not, but 1 
can obſerve his wonderful Atchievements. In 
PFeats of War he-has. out-done Alexander and 
Coeœſar both; in encouraging Learning, and pro- 
| moting all. Arts and Sciences, in embeliiſhing : 

f his Kingdom, and poliſhing his Nation, he has 
exceeded Auguſtus, and ſhew'd himſelf both at- 
Home and Abroad, a deeper Politician than 71- 
beriuus. 

Ant, You talk of Alexander and Caſar ; Lewis * 
the XIV th never was fam'd for perſonal Valour. 

Luce You talk of a Trifle, a Quality that may 
fall in every unthinking, fool-hardy Fellow, that 
has more Pride than Fear. Courage by itſelf, if 
it be a Virtue, is a very unregarded one. How 
many brave Fellows have we loſt theſe two laſt - 
Wars, by Sea and Land, that were forgot, before : 


* they were quite cold? Lis a good Encomium to- 
je 2 private Soldier, to tell him, that he is ſtout, .. 
h reſolute, and undaunted; and perhaps it may 
; do as far as a Captain; but if you come higher, 


where they muſt be either People of great Birtb, 
- - I bY * 
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or elſe ſuch that have convers'd with Gentlemen 


a great while, and are us'd to Danger; there it 


is not ſuppos'd they can want it, 

Ant, How | not ſuppos'd ? 
Luc. No, not in Armies; for if a young Of. 
cer be a Coward, he is ſoon found out, and then 


he is baited as much as a Bear at a Stake; for he 


preſently becomes the Object of every Youngſter 
that would ſhew his Valour at a cheap Rate; fo 
that he is cither cuft*d or beat into Courage, or 
elſe, it he be not knock'd o'th' Head, forc'd to 
quit the Game, and lay down his Soldierſhip, 


before he can be advanc'd. In a great Officer, it 4 
is look'd upon as the leaſt of his Qualifications ; | 


but to tell a General, one that commands an Ar- 
my, that he has Courage, is a very inſipid Com- 
pliment; the Reaſon is, becauſe, to make up a 


good one, a great many other Accompliſhments 


are requir'd, more valuable than Courage, be- 
cauſe they are infinitely more ſcarce, and ſome 
very hard to be met with. Moſt of our Country 
Fellows, when they are us'd to the Fire, will run 


up to the Mouth of a Canon, and yet I don't 1 


ſee they are treated with abundance of Reſpe& 
for it. 
Ant, I don't know how little you may eſteem 
*em, but the beſt General in the World would be 
very inſignificant without em. 
Luc. No more than a great Architect without 
Bricklayers, Maſons, Carpenters, &c. and don't 


you think it would have been a ſtrange Compli- 


ment to Sir Chry/topher Wren, to have told him, 
that 
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that he was not only a great Man in contriving and! 
giving the neceſſary Orders for ſuch a Fabrick as. 


Paul's, but that likewiſe he could lay a Brick 


as well as the beſt of em? If it be unwiſe in a. 
General to run the Danger of a Captain, or a. 
Colonel, would it not be fooliſh in him to be ex- 
pos'd at all? The Princes, that have been fam'd 
for Courage, had commonly no- more than one 
great Army, in which, their AH was at a Stake, 
and nobody they could truſt with the Manage- 
ment of 'em, as well as themſelves. Letois the 
XIVth has train'd up, by his Care, great Num- 
bers of Generals that are fit to Command, and his 
vaſt Genius heads half a ſcore Armies at once; 
whilſt he ſits in his Cloſet, and ſends neceſfary 
Orders to em all. Alexander and Cæ ſar together 
never had half his Buſineſs upon their Hands. 
The Invention of the Funds, the raiſing of Mo- 


ney, and the continual] patching up the broken 


Credit of France, require great Abilities, and take 
up abundance of Time. Alexander's Soldiers liv'd 
upon the Plunder of the Countries they had con-- 
quer*d : Thoſe of Cæſar did either the ſame, or 


_ elſe where furniſh'd by thoſe Provinces of the 


Empire that were of his Side, or other Countries 
that were his Friends, Alexander ſubdu'd whole 
Kingdoms in leſs time than our Armies with 
all their Artillery and Ammunition could march 
thro* 'em. 
Ant. Was his Glory not the greater, the ſooner 
he obtain'd his Victories? 

Tuc. 


more pleas' d with one ſingle Action of Alexander, ; 3 


l , 
- F 
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Luc. No, unleſs he had found greater Oppoſi- 
tion than he did. Had Porus been an Eugene, or 


Darius a Marlborough, the Perſians been Engliſh- 
men, and the Indians. Dutchmen, or: Germans, 


Alexander might have. liv'd to be Fourſcore, be- 
fore he ſhould have had Occaſion to be concern'l : 
for what he cry'd for at Thirty. | 

Ant. You can't ſay the ſame of Cæſar, his Ro- 
mans had Romans to fight with; and Pompey, be- 
fore he loſt the Battle of Phorſalia, was fully as 
great a General. every way as himſelf, 

Luc. That's true, and therefore you ſee one | 
deciſive Battle did Pompey's Buſineſs 3 he was not 4 
able to loſe a-Ramellies after his Hocꝶſtedt. # 

Ant. IL cannot be of your Opinion, and am 


than with all that the King. of France has done in „ 
his Life-time. q 1 
Luc. We don't talk of being pleas d; the King] 
of France never pleas d me at all, but of late, woen 
he has given us an Opportunity to beat him. 2 
Ant, I mean, where Alexander throws himſelf | $ | 
from the Wall of the. City; in the midſt of his 


Enemies, and fights all alone againſt ſo many, 


after he is wounded-: There, I ſay, he ſhew'd 
more (ullattry than Lexis the XIV th ever did. 

Luc. I can't tell very well how it was in Alex- 
anders time, but if a General, that commands 
an Army in Chief, ſhould do ſo now, I know 


what he ſhould deſerve; if it was left to me, I 
I would fend for the firſt Surgeon that could be 
ot. | 


Ants 
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Ant. You jeſt, Aunt; I don t mean as to his- 
Wounds. 

Luc. No, nor I neither; 3 I did not ſo much as 
think on 'em. 

Ant. What would you. do with the Surgeon 
then? 

Luc. To have him bled, and his Head 
ſhav'd; and after that, I would put him in a 
dark Room, with clean Straw in it. 

Ant. Oh, abominable! What Would you 
treat him like a Madman? 

Luc. Without doubt; for; I believe, nobody 
would think him to be otherwiſe. Can a Man 
be thought in his Wits, to expoſe the Lives of ſo 
many Thouſands, that in a manner only depend 
upon his? 

Ant. At that rate, you have but little Reſpect 
for the moſt gallant. Prince of the Age, the King 
of Stweden. 

Luc. You never heard me ſay ſo, I have a great 
Reſpect for all Kings. 

Ant. But if Courage be worth nothing, why 
is Cowardice counted ſo deſpicable in Princes? 

Luc. I never ſaid Courage. was not to be e- 
ſteem'd, but I would not have you over- value 
it, It is a Happineſs to have all our Bones for- 
med and placed as they ſhould be ; but do you 
think, becauſe it is a high Reflection upon crook-- 
ed People, to upbraid 'em with their Shape, that 
in Proportion, it is as great a Compliment to tell 
others that they are ſtrait? 

Ant. That is, becauſe moſt People are ſtrait. 
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Luc. And ſo moſt Princes have Courage ; their 
lofty Education, and the Pride they are inſpir'd 
with, bend 'em ſo powerfully that way, that 
they are next to Monſters if they want it. But 
what makes you think the King of France is a 
Coward ? 

Ant. Becauſe he don- t care for fighting him- 
ſelf. 

Luc. J have anſwer'd that already, but I "TIED 
T can't convince you ; the Reading of Romances 


has too much ſpoiPd your Judgment, 


Ant. No, Aunt ; I am not ſuch a Fool neither, 
as to believe People are to be cleft aſunder at a 


Blow. 


Luc, J have heard you defend the Character of 


Almanzor in the Conqueſt of Granada, and that 


is worſe, 
Ant. That's len ago, but yet I believe one 


may have an Averſion againſt — with- 


cout being a Don Quixot. 
Luc. But then you ſhould not be fo raſh. 


Fighting is not the only Thing that ſhews Cou- 


rage. The French King's Enterprize upon Eu- 
rope, when nobody diſturb'd him, the Fortitude 


with which he has bore his Diſgraces, and the 


Intrepidity he has fhewn in the Repairing. of his 


Loſſes, are great Signs of Magnanimity, and 
Qualities that are inconſiſtent with the Nature of 


a Coward. 


Ant. Then I'll have done with his "ICY | 


but you ſaid ſeveral other fine Things of him, 


and 
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and Learning he has been, I can't tell; but that 
by his Ambition, his Kingdom is reduc'd to a 


miſerable Condition, we hear from all Parts: 


How flouriſhing it has been, I don't know; but 
I remember, when I was a little Girl, you told 
me yourſelf, that the Country People in France 
were very poor, and for the generality, wore 
wooden Shoes, As for his Politicks, I don't 
underſtand 'em; tho? I believe, by what I have 


heard People fay, that he has been as often 


baffled and out-witted, as any Prince in Eurepr, 
Truly, I don't think what he did lately, was 
a very cunning Trick, when knowing that five 
Engliſbmen can beat ten Frenchmen at any time, 
he ſent five thouſand Men to invade us. Ard 
then the Perſecution of his Proteſtant Subjects, 
all the World ſays, was a great Over- ſight; nay, 
my own Reaſon can tell me, that loſing ſo ma- 
ny Men, muſt weaken a Kingdom. Beſides, a 
great many that would have tought his Battles, 
are daily, with Succeſs, employ'd againſt him; 
Thoufands have been ſent to the Galleys, "Thou- 
ſands have been dragoon'd, and Hundred Thcus 
ſands have fled to other Countries. If you ſay, 


4 theſe were Proteſtants, and them he hated, 
then pray ſee how well the Roman Catholicis fared, 
I whom he loved ? Several Hundred Thouſands 


have been kilPd long ago, all fighting in an un- 
juſt Cauſe : The Soldiers that have eſcap'd be- 


ing knock'd o'th' Head, are ſtarv' d; ſtrain upon 
their Landlords for their Pay, and by being ſo 


often beaten, are become Coyards into the Bar- 


O galn. 
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gain. In the Cities, the greateſt Bankers are 
broke, the leſſer Merchants are like to follow : 
In the Country, the Gentry are exhauſted by 
Taxes, abundance of Villages are deſolate, and 
in the reſt they want Bread. And all this by the 
great Care their politick King has taken in em- 
belliſhing his Kingdom, and making his People 
flouriſh. If theſe be his Politicks, the Lord pre- 
ſerve us from ſuch Politicians ! | 
Luc. Amen, with all my Soul. You have 
taken a great deal of Pains, Niece, but ſince you 
have exerted yourſelf with ſo much Zeal, I'll 
endeavour to make good my Aſſertions, and 
take the Trouble to anſwer you at large. Firſt, 
as to his Politicks: I ſhould wonder why you 
have only pick'd out two Inſtances, and ſuch as |: 
are not very plain, and may be diſputed, when F 


you might have nam'd a great many, by which it 
is as clear as the Sun, that the King of France has 
taken wrong Meaſures! I ſhould wonder at 
this, I ſay, but that I know it is for want of being 
acquainted with the Tranſactions of Europe. 

But ſince you cannot be a Judge of what you 1 
don't know, I'll anſwer only what you have men- 
tion'd, — E 


Ant. But with your Leave, Aunt, I don't? 
think that is fair, for by ſo doing, you ſhall |? 
only gain your Point for want of Oppoſition : I q 3 
you would hold your Argument without an 
Sophiſtry, and in Reality aſſert what you have 


—_ you ought, where the King of France ba 
been 
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been out, to take Notice of it yourſelf, or elſe 
inform me. | 

Luc. Do I not take Notice of it ſufficiently, 
when I own, that he has been often in the 
wrong? it would be too tedious to relate thoſe 
ſeveral falſe Stepts, and would do you no good. 
To have taken wrong Meaſures, makes no Prince 
a bad Politician, when it appears, that he has 
taken more ſubſtantial good ones. The King of 
France has ſeveral times ſhot wide of the Mark; 
but if you conſider the Vaſtneſs of his Under- 
takings, the Multitude of his Negociations, and 
that great Concern he has had for fifty Years in 
moſt of the Courts in Europe, it will be diffi- 
cult to find a Prince of half his Standing, and 
that has had but a quarter Part of his Buſineſs, 
that has committed ſo few Errors in Politicks, as 
himſelf. Beſides that, a great many things prove 
unſucceſsful at the End, that were well concerted 
at the Beginning. 
Ant. But that I hope may be ſaid of the one, 
u 3 as well as of the other, | 
. 3 Luc. It may fo: Politicks are no mathemati- 

cal Demonſtrations, In the Event of Things, 
you may ſee, that very minute Accidents, which 
to all Appearance were inconſiderable Trifles 
when they happen'd, have often given ſtrange 
Turns to Affairs at a long Run. Theſe Ac- 
cidents are no where more frequent than in 
LSieges and Campaigns. I was once prepar'd 
do receive the unwelcome News of the Siege of 
Liſee's being rais'd, and yet you ſee that important 
O 2 | City 
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City has been taken, and we made a glorious 
Campaign. 

Ant. T believe there i is a Snake in the Graſs, 

Luc. Why? | 1 

Ant. Tell me really, Aunt, would you not, by it 
what you have ſaid, inſinuate, that it was more 
Luck than Cunning, that we took it, and by 
that eclipſe the Glory of our Generals ? 

Luc. No indeed, and I wonder, when you ſee 
Jam fo nice in giving what is due to our greateſt 
Enemy, you can ſuſpect, that I intend to de- 
tract, and ſully the Honour of our greateſt 
Friends! Iam none of thoſe, and far from it: 

J was going to ſay, that as ſoon as our People 
ſav a little Hint in the Gazette, which indeed I 
did not like myſelf, they were ready to open 
their Mouths, I would have told you how un- 
juſtly our Nation (the greateſt Part of which, 
never yet eſteem'd a General a Minute longer 
than his Succeſs laſted) would have grumbled if 
we had miſs'd of our Aim; and yet the Conduct, 
Care, and Vigilance of our Generals might have | 
been the ſame, tho* we had miſcarry'd. ; 

Ant. The Reaſon why I thought you came in 
with an Inuendo, was, becauſe I remember that 
at the time you ſpeak of, you was of Opinion, | 1 
that they met with far greater Oppoſition than 2 
they had expected at firft, 

Tuc. Tam fo ſtill; nay, I'Il fay more, I believe | 
they never would have undertaken it, if they 
had foreſeen what — _ had to ſur⸗ 
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Ant, And is not that ſullying the Glory of that 
Action? 

Luc. No: It is an unpardonable Fault in a 
General, to be ignorant of what may happen; 
but nobody can be blam'd for not always fore- 
ſeeing what ſhall happen. As by Example, you 
and TI lay a handſome Wager, which of us ſha!l 
get ſooneſt to the upper End of the Orchard; 
in the Middle of our Race, you fall dovin, and 
hurt your Leg, when you fee me out-ftrip you, 
whiiſt you feel the Pain, and are uncertain how 
running will agree with you afterwards, I believe 
you'd wiſh that you had not Jaid the Wager ; 
but far from yielding it loſt, you gct up again, 
and exerting yourſelf almoſt beyond your 
Strength, you overtake me, and at laſt become 
the Conqueror, and are half a Yard before me. 
Of the Standers-by, ſome that love to find Fault, 
would ſay thus: Well, Antonia has won much a- 
do, but ſhe has run a great Hazard, once I was 
afraid ſhe had loſt it, and I belicve ſhe thought 
ſo herſei. : Sure ſhe did not know her Aunt could 
run ſo well; *twas very imprudent to venture ſo 


much Money upon ſuch a doubtful Matter, but 


it was a ſtrange Overſight, not to think ſhe 


might have a Fall, when they are ſo common to 


People that run in long Coats, And thus with- 
out mentioning your Nimbleneſs or Reſolution, 
they would blame you for laying the Wager; 
but an impartial Judge would tell *em, that my 
Coats were as long as yours, that being younger 
and ftronger than your Aunt, you had been much 

O 3 in 
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in the right to catch at an even Bet, where you 


had ſuch an Advantage, and that your not fore- 
ſeeing the Accident that made the Wager fo 
doubtful, only proceeded from the little Reaſon 
you had at ſetting out, to think that you ſhould 
fall, and was no Argument of your being ſo ſilly 
as not to know that you could fall: He'd fay 
perhaps, that J had ran better than could have 
been expected, but that all that redounded to 
your Glory, who had out-done me, the Diſad- 
vantage of a Fall notwithſtanding : He would add, 
that tho* you had undergone more Trouble than 
I, by gaining the Prize, you was over-paid for 
your Pains ; whilſt your poor Aunt, by over- 


ftraining herſelf, had very near ſuffer'd as much 


as you, and would be ſtiff. and unable to ſtir for 


a good while after. "Thoſe Similes cannot be ſo 


exact every where, but you nN my 
Meaning. 


Ant, Yes, Aunt, I do, and I believe it will 


Hold very well ; if our Generals, when they 
undertook the Siege of Liſle, had no more 
Reaſon to apprehend the Difficulties they 
unexpectedly met with, than I would fear a 
Fall in an Orchard I am fo well acquainted 
with, 

Luc. I believe they met with Difficulties, of 
which there was not a tenth Part of the Proba- 
bility that they would happen, and that they 
were prepar*d againſt feveral that were much 


more to be fear'd, and did not happen at all. 


War is full of Chance ; but all Circumſtances 
duly 
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duly weigh'd, the Probability of Victory is a ſuf- 
ficient Warrant for Action ; and could the Scheme 
of a great Enterprize come up to the Certainty 
of Demonſtration, the Thing itſelf would ceaſe 
to be an Enterprize ; and, what Glory ſoever 
there might be in the Contrivance, there would 
be none in the Execution, As to the Siege I 
ſpeak of, it is ridiculous to ſuppoſe that ſuch a 
matchleſs Brace of Generals, that had ſo much 
Reputation to loſe, both fortunate Men, that 
without envying one another, went Hand in 
Hand, the one to carry on, and the other cover 
it, ſhould undertake a Thing of that Moment, 
without having a ſolid Foundation to hope for, 
and almoſt a moral Aſſurance of Succeſs ; more 
eſpecially, when they had the Aſſiſtance, as well. 
as the Conſent of the wary Dutch, that are ſo 
conſummate in the Knowledge, not only of eve- 
ry Inch of the Ground, but every Circumſtance 
that can be hop*d or fear'd in that Country, and 


fo cautious, even to a Fault (as we think) of ex- 


poſing their own. 
Ant, This is ſomething like, Aunt, I love to 


hear you talk ſo, and am glad that the Juſtifica- 


tion of the French Politicks, ends in a Panegyrick 

upon our Generals. | 
Luc. I am ſatisfy'd, Antonia, you do not know 
my Aim; a Panegyrick is a ſtudy'd Piece of 
Flattery, why ſhould you think me guilty of it? 
I am worth 30, oo0 J. a Woman, and a Lover of 
Liberty, you'll find yourſelf much miſtaken : I 
made this Digreſſion upon the Siege of Liſle, to 
O04 ſerve 
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ſerve for an Anſwer to the firſt of the Faults you 
found with the French Politicks. 

Aut, J don't underſtand what = mean, or 
how that is poſſible. T = 

Luc, I can't help that : From es have ſaid 
may be gather'd, that the beſt concerted Meaſures, 
lince they may meet with Diſappointments are 
always liable to the Chicanery of Criticks. I have 
given you an Inſtance, how by unexpectedly in- 
tervening Rubs, the very Succefs of a well-ground- 
ed Undertaking, may pla uſibly be cavill'd at by 
thoſe that think, but can't or won't think deep 
enough; and this might have taught you, that we 
ought not to judge of any Event, before we are ' 
very well initructed of the Motives of him that 3 
began the Action. 

Ant. But won't you ſpeak no plainer ? 

Luc. No: In ſome late Years Invaſions, there 
have been ſome things very myſterious to the Pub- 
lick, and a good Subject ought not to rip up, or 
at leaſt not to he particular in, and ſpeak at large, 
of what might contribute either to the Shame or 
the Grief of his Country, 

Ant. This is no Anſwer at all, Aunt. 

Luc. Then I'll give you the Argument, and 
rather than ſay what I would not, own, that 
this was one of the falſe Steps the King of France 
has made in Politicks ; and we'll grant that the 
Enterprize was built upon a weak and ridicu- 
Dus Ground, but you'll give me leave to pray, 
that no Enemy to Great Britain may ever have 
a better, and Lewis the XIV th never ſuch ano- 

ther. 
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ther, Having allow'd you this, I'll go on to the 


next; and now let us ſee what muſt be thought 


of the French King's perſecuting his Proteſtant 


Subjects? He foreſaw, without doubt, that ſome 


of 'em would help to augment our Armies, and fo 


did we know that by diſcountenancing of Popery, 
a great many diſaffected Britons, and Triſimen, 


would fall in with the King of France; but I be- 


lieve few People think, that in his Armies they can 
do ſo much Hurt to the Nation as if they were 
here, or that an Eng/ih General, and ſom: Offi- 
cers of arbitrary Principles are fo prejudicial to us, 
where they are, as if the one was in the Houſe of 
Lords, and the reſt in the Houſe of Commons, 
This the French King thinks of his C-lviniſts, as 
much as we do of our Papiſts; for the firſt are 
by their Principles as great Enemies to a deſpotic 
Prince, as the others are to any limited Govern- 
ment, 

Ant. The French m differ very much in 
their Opinions about their King, ever ſince I 
have learn'd that Language : You know I have 
been acqainted with ſeveral, there's Madame 


L'Orgeuilleuſe praiſes him to the Skies, ſhe won't 


hear the leaſt Word ſpoke againſt him, but Ma- 


 damoijelle la Bigote, in talking of him, diſcovers 


ſo much Spleen, ſhe can't forbear calling him 
Names : I have laugh'd heartily to hear her, 
and Monſieur L' Opiniatry ſtrive to out-do one 
another in Invectives againſt him; as if they 
talk'd of a Newgate Bird, or a Fellow that had 
been pillory'd, and not of a Prince, 

| | Luc, 
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Luc. The firſt is fooliſh, for if they thought 
him juſt and good, as well as great and politic, 
what did they come away for ? But to do the 
other is a very great Fault ; it is unmannerly in 
any body to ſpeak diſrepectfully of Princes. 
Tuc. Begging your Pardon, Aunt, if I am not 
miſtaken, I have heard you call him Tyrant, and 
other Names, 

Ant, I might ſpeak a Word that expreſs'd a 
Reſentment, but you never heard me ſay any 
Thing that ſhew'd Contempt. But if this be a 
Crime in us, it is unpardonable in thoſe that 
were born under his Government, Good People 
look upon their native Country, as their Mo- 
ther, and the Government as their Father. If 
your Father ſhould even diſinherit you, you might 
be ſorry, and think he has not done well by you 
but you muſt never ſpeak ill of him, and always 
remember, that whatever he did, {till he was 
your Father. 

Ant. But what muſt a Child do, when he ſees 
his Father and Mother a quarrelling ? 

Luc. Never irritate the Wrath of the one, or in- 
flame the Anger of the other, do *em both all the 
good Offices you are capable of, in order to ap- 
peaſe them; but never ſerve the one againſt the 
other, tho? they ſhould command you: When 
their Paſſion is over, and they are Friends again, 
depend upon it, they'll both thank you for your 
Diſobedience ; but whatever may happen in a Fa- 
mily, nothing can be a ſufficient Provocation for 
2 An to fly in the Face of the Mother that 
brought 
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brought him forth: "Tho? I was a Man, I could 
never wiſh, much leſs fight, againſt my Country. 

Ant. But I have other Things to aſk you con- 

. cerning the French Proteſtants. 

Luc, And I have abundance more to tell you, 
but I ſee it is turn'd of Five, and high time to 
drink Tea, I begin to be a-dry too. | 

Ant. Then Grace it ſeems knows your Mind, 
for there ſhe's coming with the Water. 

Luc. Bid her carry the things into the Garden, 
the Sun is gone off the Summer-houſe, and we'll 
go thither, 

Ant. I'Il wait on you, Aunt, 

Luc. Stay, Whither are you running ? 

Ant. 1'll only ſtep in the Parlour for my Bonnet. 

Luc, I ſaw it in your Hand when you came to 
Dinner. Here it is, 
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EIGHTH DIALOGUE 


BETWEEN 


LucinDaA and ANTONIA. 


Luc. AT is that Spot upon your 
Arm, Nicce ? 
2 Ant. That's a Mark of your 
beloved Captain, that brought 
you the Mountain Malaga I believe I have had 
it above a Fortnight. There is not ſuch a wild 
Bear again in England, as that naſty Terpawlin ; he 
rumples my Head-Cloaths, kiſſes and ſlabbers me 
over every Moment: I hate him mortally. He 
never was here to fee you, but he teaz'd me to 
Death, he hurts my Arms, ſqueezes my Hands, | 
puſhes me from him, then hawls me to him again, 
and plays with me as if I was a Puppy that wanted 
worming. | 
Luc, A rough, harmleſs Soul ! = 
Ant. Harmleſs, do you call him? I am ſure, 
he 1s very impudent, Laſt time he was here, 
he put his Hand down my Boſom, as low as he 
could thruſt it; and he is ſo ſtrong, I can as well 
remove the Houſe, as hinder him. I have been 
# amaz'd 
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amaz'd ſometimes, you never ſpoke to him; nay, 
when he has tumbl'd and towz'd me before your 
Face, I have ſeen you ſmile at it, as if you had 
been very well pleas'd, I can't imagine you ſhould 
not apprehend a Man that is really rude, when I 
ſee you ſo very watchful over every civil Gen- 
tleman that comes near me, tho' nobody ever 
offers to touch me, but that un npoliſtyd Sea-Mon- 
ſter. 

Tuc. I know it is a Way he has of ſhewing his 
Gallantry, but I don't fear Eim. 

Ant. But I do fear him, for what you call his 
Gallantry, is down right Incivility. 

Luc. Look, look, Niece ; that comes very pat: 
Don't you ſee, there in the Meadow ? Pray mind, 
look. 

Ant. I don't know what yon mean, nor what 
you laugh at; I fee nothing to mind. 

Luc. Don't you ſee a Horſe ſtand ill ? 

Ant. Yes, and a Fellow going up to it: Is 
there any Rarity in that ? 

Luc. Mind how he holds the Bridle upon his 
Back, and how ſoftly he creeps to* him. Open 
the Saſh : Hark, he is a whiſtling to him, now 
he takes hold of him, There he claps the Bit 


into his Mouth, Poor Horſe ! He is taken in- 


deed, | 

Ant. And pray, Aunt, what is all this? 

Luc. This is the Horſe that ſcamper'd about 
ſo, when we came firſt out of Doors. 


Ant. I know it is the ſame that the Boys ſcar d 
with their Hats, : 
Luci 


3 
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Luc. And can you not perceive that this is an 
Emblem of what you ſpoke of? There is nothing 
more dangerous, than to truſt young Women 
with what you call civil Gentlemen ; for, by not 
offering any thing to *em, they diſperſe their 


Fear, and make em tame. If once they can per- 


ſuade em to liſten calmly to their wheedling Cant, 
the Bridle is ſoon thrown over their Heads: And 


this is the Reaſon why you have always ſeen me 


ſo diſtruſtful of their Civility, and ſo little con- 
cern'd at the Captain's Rudeneſs, becauſe he is 
juſt like the Boys that threw their Hats at the 
Horſe ; he may frighten you, but he'll never trick 
you into Slavery. A Man that is always kiſſing 


and hawling of a Woman, puts her upon her 


Guard himſelf, and young Women hate nothing 
more, than Men that are troubleſome in teazing 
and laying hold of *em, but eſpecially if they 
tumble their Cloaths, or any ways diſoblige their 
Dreſs, But don't be angry, Niece, he ſhall be 
troubleſome no more: I confeſs, ſeeing his Hu- 
mour, I have made uſe of him as a Tool to rouze 
you, becauſe I know, that when Maids are fo 
ſerv'd by Men they don't fancy, it not only ren- 
ders thoſe that plague *em, odious to *em, but 
likewiſe makes *em ſhyer of others, to whom they 
would elſe be indifferent. | 
Ant. Ifind, Aunt, you leave no Stone unturn'd; 
— but I remember we were talking of the French 
Proteſtants before we came into the Garden ; and 
your Anſwer ſeem'd to me plauſible enough, as 
| | to 
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to them that have taken up Arms againſt their 
Prince. But leaving them, tell me if you don't 
think that ſo many Thouſands of Handicrafts- 
Men, that have ſettled Trades, and brought 
over whole Manufacturies to us, and other 
Proteſtant Countries, have done him a great 
Prejudice ? 
Luc, It is beyond Diſpute, that the Loſs of 
| ſuch conſiderable Numbers has weaken'd his 
Kingdom, but the Queſtion is, whether the 
'Þ ſame Numbers might not have been more obnox- 
1 ious to him if they had ſtaid there? I have obſer- 
* ved, that when our Armies are like to come 
1 near Dauphine and Provence, or any other Parts 
2 where there is a great many new Converts, we 
always rejoice at it, and ſeem not to queſtion, 
but that as ſoon as we can protect *em, they 
will join us; if our Hopes be not vain, *tis well 
; for the King of France, that there's no more of 
em. 
IF Ant, But what you ſpeak of, Aunt, is only 
3 ſince they have been ſo ill us'd, before they 
4 were the beſt of Subjects; they always ſupport- 
| ed him againſt his Enemies, nay, I have heard 
'em ſay, *twas they that ſet the Crown upon his 
Head. | 
Luc, They might have been very beneficial to 

him for one while, and quiet for many Years, and 
3 yet the French King foreſaw ſomething in 'em 
more than anybody elſe. He has puniſh'd 'em 
for Faults before they were committed, If you 
1 | 
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aſk me whether the Uſage which they had from 


him was not tyrannical, and if you will, un- 


grateful, I'll anſwer you, yes: But if you would 
enquire, whether in the carrying on his Deſign 
upon Europe, it was his true Intereſt or not, to uſe 
'em ſo, I don't believe that any one in all the 
Univerſe is ſo well qualified, and able to inform 


you, as Lewis the XIVth himſelf, It is very 


needleſs to touch upon any thing that ever bas 
been ſaid for or againſt his deſtroying the Pro- 


teſtants; let us only reflect firſt upon the Tran- 


quility of all the Princes of Europe, at the Treaty 
of Nimiguen; ſecondly, upon the Aſſurance he 
had of his own Power, when he thought him- 
ſelf a Match for ſo many but half a Score Vears 
after: Then let us examine what we have ſeen 
hitherto, and from their ſo little apprehend ing 
any Danger, and the French King's Confidence, 
I think we may ſafely conclude, that he was better 
acquainted with the real State of Europe, and 
knew more of his Strength and theirs too, than 
all together of *em underſtood, either of his, or 
their own. This, in my Opinion, is an undeni- 


able Argument of his having ſo thoroughly and 


ſucceſsfully examin'd his Kingdom, that it 
would be a Folly to think, that any other Poli- 
tician ſhould exceed him in the Knowledge of 
every thing that might increaſe its Greatneſs, 
or hinder its Growth, Was there ever a French 
Hugonot, Princes of the Blood not excepted, 
that had that Intelligence, or that conſtantly re- 


ceiv'd ſo true an Account of what was ſaid or 
3 | | dong 
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done in every Part of France? Or it is reaſo- 
nable to believe, that the French King ſhould 
have been out in knowing of his own King- 
dom, when he fee he is ſo expert in others, 
and has ſhewn himſelf ſo great a Maſter in ren: 
ticks? 

Ant. But, Aunt, you uſe that as an Argument, 
which you are ſtill to prove. 

Luc. Prove! What? That he has ſhewn him- 
ſelf a great Maſter in Politicks? Can any body 
doubt of it? Do but mind, how deep he has 
work'd under Ground, to undermine that noble 
Structure, the Houſe of Auſtria, that was built 
upon ſuch a ſolid Foundation, and but an Age 
ago, ſo far overtop'd that of Bourbon] How cun- 
ningly he has ſav'd himſelf in the ſpoiling of it; 
ſometimes ſetting it on Fire, by blowing the 
Coals of civil War, and inland Combuſtions ; 
and at other Times battering it, by playing the 
whole Artillery of the Ottoman Empire againſt it 
Let any one conſider what Pranks he has play'd 
with England and Holland, helping the one a- 
gainſt the other, as he faw it moſt requiſite, in 
order to weaken both; how ſhamefully he has 
bubbled and perſwaded them cut of their Inte- 
4 reſt, by ſetting 'em together by the Ears. If we 
2 obterve how dexterouſly Le has manag'd all the 
Courts of Europe, by artfully covering "his Game 


to hide his Power, never making uſe of more 
ran was requiſite to tire his Enemies, how. all 
his Wars, but theſe two laſt, were to him only 


3 reaching, by which to excrciſe himſelf, he 
: 1 | weary'd 
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weary'd others; and he never exerted half his: 


Strength, before his Deſigns were come to Ma- 


turity.;. we ſhall find, that he has been no ordi- 
nary Politician, But what he has done in Spain, 
ſeems to exceed all human Art : He has made a 
Spantard agree with a Frenchman, in an Inſtant 
Tais'd that drooping heavy Monarch, that for 
ſo many Years has been ſinking under its own 
Weight, In the laſt War it was. little better 
than a dead Lump, and a Burden to the Confe- 
deracy, yet he has quicken'd that ſlow Nation, 
even againſt their own Intereſt, and in a little 


Time, by ſkilful Management, made 'em uſeful. 


to his own Purpoſe, in ſpight of ſtupendious 
Lofles, and all the vaſt Obſtacles the greateſt 
Powers of Europe have been able to throw in his. 
Way. The French King, by ſhewing them their 
own Power, has wheedled *em into Slavery, his. 
airy Fiddlers have play'd *em out of their obſtinate 
melancholly Humour; his gay dancing Maſters 


have broke them of their Stiffneſs, and made 


'em ſupple; they have ſo chang'd their Poſtures 
and alter'd their Steps, that now you may ſee, 
what the World. always thought impoſſible, a 
grave Spaniard dance the Canaries to French Mu- 
ſick: He has join'd Fire and Water, and blen- 
ded them into profitable Mixture: "Theſe are 
Miracles that no other Politician was ever able 
to perform, The Germans know how to con- 
quer, are crafty in their Deſigns, and under- 
ſtand the laying on the Yoke as well as others; 
but they have not the French Knack of tying it 
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on, to make it fit eaſy, it preſently galls thoſe 


that wear it, and they always complain. Letois the 
XIVth cuts Throats with a Feather, and draws 


Teeth without Pain. Bavaria is ruin'd, his Bro- 


ther undone, and yet they are in Love with their 


Chains, and ſeem to laugh at their own Deſtru- 
ction. Mind what Loads he has laid on his Peo- 


ple, and how merrily they have carry'd 'em 
along hitherto, nay even when their Backs have 


been broke, and they actually drop down under 


the Burden, you may ſtill hear em, as if he had 
bewitch'd 'em, ſing his Praiſes in the midſt of 
their Afffictions. Some Nations are in Politicks, 
what Galeni/ts are in Phyſick; they fill their Pa- 


tients with large Portions, turn their Stomachs 


with nauſeous Drenches, and ply 'em with big - 
ger Boluſſes than they are able to ſwallow, and 
all to little Purpoſe, but to enrich their favou- 
rite Apothecaries; whilſt the French King is a 
rean'd Chymiſt, who with a ſmall Pill and a few 
Drops, that are hardly felt in going down, and 
yet of a wonderful Operation in the Body, cures: 
the moſt dangerous, as well as the moſt inveterate 
Diſtempers, What ſtrange Alterations has he 
made in all the Courts of Europe, with only two 
Medicines, his Aurum potabile, and his TiQure of 
Optum ! © 

Ant, I don't underſtand you, Aunt, 

Luc. I mean Bribery and Lulling aſleep. 

Ant. If what you fay, be true, it is ſtrange 
that a great many People ſhould think him ſo of- 
ten miſtaken |! | 

P 2 Luc. 
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Luc. The ſureſt way of judging of Politicks, 
is as I do of my Orchard. Ay Gardener under- 
ſtands the Weather very well, foretells me what 
Winds will be blaſting, or bring the black Fly ; 
which will produce Worms and Caterpillars: 
Sometimes he ſcratches his Head, and cries no 
Fruit at all, our Orchard won't hit this Year: 


Three or Four Days after, perhaps he changes 


his Note, and believes we ſhall have a pretty 
Sprinkling for all that. At other Years I have 
heard him ſay, if the Spring keeps thus backward 
we ſhall have a World of Fruit; and all the while 
the Trees are in Bloſſom, he is full of his Predic- 
tions, in which he oftcn gueſſes wrong 3 and 1 
that know very little of all thoſe Things, am 
never deceiv'd. 

Ant. That's a Riddle to me. 

Luc. I never ſay or think any thing of it be- 
fore the Fruit is ripe, but when they gather it, 
] have it meaſur'd, and then I can tell you what 
there is to half a Peck. 

Ant, That is a very ſure Method, I con- 
fels. 

Luc. Examine into the 8 of 8 when 
Lewis the XIVth came to the Throne, what it 
was in regard of the other Powers of Europe, 
that were either equal or ſuperior to it ; after- 
wards ſee what it is now, in proportion of 
thoſe ſame Powers, and then judge of his Poli- 
ticks. 

Ant. But I would have you tell me, Aunt, 
ice the Kingdom of France is in that wretched 
Condition, 
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Condition, and is like to be worſe and worſe 
every Day, what his Subjects are the better for 
his Wiſdom, and in what their Happineſs con- 
fiſts? | 

Luc. I never told you, that the King was wiſe, 


for no body can fay ſo, but what is good, and 
that he never was; nor did I ever ſay his Sub- 


jets were happy, becauſe I could never think 
that Slaves were fo, But in order to anſwer you 
to what you ſeem to lay the greateſt Streſs upon, 
the miſerable Poverty of the loweſt Rank of Peo- 
ple in France, I mult tell you, that the Subordi- 
nations of the Degrees of People, differ in every 
Nation, according to the Degrees of Liberty 
they enjoy. As for Example: In France there 
is a vaſt Diſtance between the Nobility and the 
Gentry ; in Holland there is none at all, not ſo 
much as in the Language ; with us, that are a 
Mixture of Monarchy and Commonwealth toge- 
ther, tho? there is a great difference, the Top 
of the Gentry converſe with the Nobility ; a 
Gentleman here ſpeaks to a Peer with his Hat 
on, goes to the Tavern, and pays his Club; but 
in France there is no ſuch thing. What I ſay of 
the Nobility and Gentry, you muſt underſtand 
of all the ſeveral Degrees of People, from the 
Sovereign to the Beggar, | 
Ant, If that be true, then in Holland there is 
no difference between the Sovereign and the 

Beggar. | 
Luc. I'Il tell you how there is not; the com- 
mon People i in — tho” they ſtand in great 
Awe 
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Awe of their Magiſtrates, hardly ever ſhew em 
any Reſpect, unleſs they are known by 'em, but 
in Execution of their Offices, when they are be- 
fore *em and can't help it. The Notion they 
have of Liberty makes *em ſo proud, that the 
ordinary Man thinks himſelf as good as the beſt 
in the Land; and knowing that all are ſubject to 


. the ſame Laws, naturally ſcorns to pay any Ho- 
mage to Men that by their Birth have no Prero- 


gative over him. 
Ant. And don't this make 'em very fawcy ? 
Luc. Intollerably. France is the Reverſe of 
Holland, and the People of the loweſt Rank are 
as fawning Slaves of the firſt, as they are unman- 


nerly Brutes of the latter. We are between 


both, and our Mobility, though they are not ſo 
Eivil as the one, yet they are leſs rude than the 


other. A Porter that carries a Burden here, 


cries, Have a Gare; if he ſees a Gentleman, per- 
haps he'll ſay, With your Leave, Sir: But in 
Holland, a Fellow very often, without giving ye 
warning, will trundle a Wheel-barrow againft 
your Legs, and afterwards ſcold at you for not 
ſtanding out of the Way, In France, the Coun- 
try People are very obliging, as well as ſubmiſſive. 
to the Gentry ; they'll often pull off their Hats a 
good while before you come to 'em, and ſtand 
out of your Way in a great deal of Humility, 
?till you are paſs'd by: But the Dutch Boors, va- 
luing themſelves upon what they ſave by being 
penurious, have a Hatred and Averſion to every 


* that ſeems more civiliz'd than themſelves. 
2 Aint, 


FEMALE DIALOGUES. 184 

Ant. What is all this to our Purpoſe ? 

Luc. More than you imagine. Where the 
Poor ſet ſuch a ſmall Value upon themſelves, and 
eſteem the better Sort far above their own 
Rank, it muſt follow, that they will work much 


Cheaper, and be contented to live much meaner- 


than where they are ſo haughty. 

Ant. I have often heard, that the 2 
People live no where better than here; and yet 
you ſay, that our Mob is not quite ſo inſolent 


as that of the Dutch, then, How can the living 


well of the Poor be a Conſequence of their Haugh- 


tineſs? 
Luc. If you ſpeak of near London, or the great 


Towns and plentiful Counties of England, you 
are in the right; or elſe in ſome Parts of Great- 
Britain, the Poor live very indifferently, and yet 
better than in ſeveral Parts of France, that are 
more plentiful, When in judging of the De- 
grees of People, you would compare two Coun- 
tries together, you ſhould always examine what 


Proportion the one bears to the other. The 


Dutch perhaps have more Money than we, but 
they have no Land, nor Plenty, in Compariſon to 
us; and if they were leſs induſtrious and ſaving, 
they could not make ſuch a Figure in the World, 
as they do. But how numerous and powerful 
ſoever they appear, we are a greater and richer 
Nation by abundance than they. 

Ant. Then you would ſay, we ought not te 
compare the Dutch Poor to ours, unleſs there was 


the ſame Plenty in Holland, that is here. 


Luc, 
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| © Luc, I would ſo; and then their ordinary 
þ People would far overtop ours, becauſe that Di- 
ſtance between the Degrees of People, which I 
ſpoke of before, is every way leſs in Common- 
wealths, than it is in Kingdoms, and yet not 
ſo great in Limited Monarchies, as it is in thoſe | 
that are Arbitrary, | 

Ant. But how could you prove, that the i 
Poor in Holland, if they had our plenty, for the 
Reaſon you alledge, would live better than our 
Poor do here? I Tony that's only a Suppo- 
ſition, _ 

Luc. But I'll ſhew you that it in mare than pro- 
bable; the loweſt Rank of People here, only 
fare better as to their Diet, but the ſame ſort [3 
of People in Holland, even as they are now, 
outdo ours in every thing elſe; they are bet- 
ter ſtock'd in Cloaths, though they are more 
ſaving of *em, and always more tight and neat ; 
never ſo ragged nor ſo greaſy as moſt of our or- 
dinary People are in their daily Dreſs, they 1 
have more Furniture and Utenſils about them, 

and Things look more decent and becoming in FE 
their Houſes or Ledgings, though they are 
never ſo low or fo little. Moſt of 'em are ſel- 
dom ſo poor, but they have a ſmall Hoard of 
Money or Money's Worth, to go to in time of 
Need; beſides, they could eat and drink better, 
if they would be as little provident as they are A 
here. The Pcor in Holland are very well pad 
for their Labour, and in Proportion to the 1 
Gains and Sallaries of the better ſort, far outſtrip 
Our 
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our Poor here, A Counſellor's Fee is three 

Shillings, a Phyſician can hardly demand one; 

and yet a Porter earns his Two Pence, and his 

Six Pence at Anyterdam, as ſoon as they dv at 

London. 

Ant, You have hitherto been very obſcure, 
Aunt, to my thinking; but now J begin to un- 
der ſtand what you drive at. 

Luc. Let me hear you. 

Ant. You are of Opinion, that where Na. 
tions are equal in Riches and Plenty, the loweſt 
Rank of People will not be fo poor in a Com- 
monwealth, as in a Kingdom ; and that they 
mult ſtill be more ſuperlatively mean in an Ab- 
ſolute, than in a Limited Monarchy, 

Luc. That is my Meaning indeed; and by 
that you'll find how filly People are, that from 
the wretched Condition of the loweſt Part of the 
People in France, conclude the Poverty of the 
whole; they don't conſider, that if the under 
Part of a Nation, where the Power is lodged in 
one, be ſo abjectly mean, the upper Part again 
is of a more towring Grandeur. When France 
was in its moſt flouriſhing Condition, the Coun- 
try People were always poor: It had been well 
for Europe, if the Wealth of France had been 
more equally divided among all the Subjects, and 


mers and Veomen do here. 
Ant. Why, Aunt? ; 

Luc. Becauſe then the French King could ne- 
ver have rais'd ſuch Swarms of Soldiers, to keep 


Q fa 


the Country People had liv'd as well as our Far- 
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ſo many Armies on Foot; nor ſo ſoon found 
ſufficient Recruits after ſuch great Defeats and 


Loſſes as he has ſuſtain'd. 
Ant, But I thought Money v was the Sinew of 


War. 
Luc. It is ſo; and he has had a tos 


Plenty of that too. But when our late King, 


of glorious Memory, made that powerful Alli- 


ance againſt him, his Money could never have 


found him Men enough abroad to hold our, 
and ſupply fo many deſtructive Campaigns, and 
would have truckled to us long ago, if it had 
not been for the vaſt Numbers he had at Home, 
The Kingdom is very large, the opulent Citics 
very many, and the Towns of Note very nume- 
rous; their haughty Monarch by being arbitra- 
ry, rather ador'd than honour'd ; the Pomp in 
which he is ſerv'd, is anſwerable to his Pride. 
The Princes of the Blood likewiſe keep magnifi- 
cent Courts: Abundance of the Nobility, the 
Clergy, as well as the Laity, have Princely Re- 
venues, and live up to the Height of 'em; 
throughout the Kingdom, there are a great ma- 
ny over-grown rich People, that live in Splen- 
dor and Luxury; the Gentry of all the Pro- 


vinces in the Country, as well as the City, follow 


the Extravagancy of the Court to the utmoſt 
of their Abilities What Multitudes of Tradeſ- 
men and Artificers muſt this not employ in 
every Corner? And the whole being inſpir'd 
with the ſame Gayety and Fickleneſs in their 


Faſhions, is it poſſible but this muſt, without 
R conſidering 
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_ conſidering any Foreign Trade, occaſion an 


incredible Circulation of Money among them- 
felves ? 

Aut. You talk of Gayety and Luxury, moſt 
of the French that I know, are very miſera- 
ble. 

Luc. Vou muſt never judge of People out of 
their own Country; beſides the Alteration it 
often makes in their Circumſtances, they ſeldom 
have the ſame Things they were us'd to; and 
conſequently are forced to change their whole 
manner of living. The Dutch are, without doubt, 
a cleanly People; but you would not think ſo, 


if you was to examine them at St. Catharine's. 


There may be a great many Miſers in France, 
but ſo there are Spend-thrifts in Holland, but 
Avarice is no more the Country Vice of the 
one, than Laviſhneſs is of the other; and the 
frit is as much pointed at and ridicul'd in a plen- 
tiful Country, where there is an abſolute Mo- 
narchy, as the latter is diſcountenanc'd in a 
Commonwealth, where they have little of their 
own Growth. : | 

Ant. Then how muſt we judge of ourſelves ? 

Luc. By the ſame Rule. In our Government 
we have a Mixture of a Kingdom and a Repub- 
lick; we have a larger, if not a more fruitful 
Country, and a greater Product of our own, 
than the Dutch ; and yet we want Oil, Wine, 
and ſeveral other Things, which the French a- 
bound in; and therefore the Conſequence is, 
that for the Generality we are not ſo provident 


Q-2 5 : as 
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as the one, and leſs extravagant than the o- 

ther, | 

Ant. Then by what I can hear, the Dutch are 

| Coyetous and careful, we free and unthinking, 
and the French profuſe and mad. 

Luc. The Expreſſions are a little harſh, but 
if you ſoften em a little, it is thereabouts. 

Ant. But why ſhould People, under an Arbitra- 
ry Government, be more laviſh of their Money, 
than any other ? 

Luc, Perhaps for the very Reaſon that pro- 
feſs'd Gameſters are generally the ſame, becauſe 
they know the Uncertainty of keeping it ; or 
elſe from that which always has had ſo great an 
Influence upon the Actions of the People, the 
Example of the Sovereign, and the French, for 
a great many Years, have had a rare Pattern, 
Lewis the XIV th has led his Money a weary Life, 
and his Fiſtoles have travell'd thro? all the Suri 
of Europe. 

Ant. I confeſs that I have heard much of the 
French Piſtoles. 

Luc. Yes, Niece, they have not ſtopp'd at 
Miniſters of State, but brib'd even Monarchs 
themſelves to act againſt their Intereſt, and 
whole Nations have groan'd under the Weight of 
his irreſiſtible Gold. All this was ſpent out of his 
own Country, but let us ſee whether he has been 
more frugal at Home, and conſider the innume» EP 
rahle Rewards he has given to his own Subjects, 
Monſieur Colbert left his Family 60 Millions of 

Livres ; z to Monſieur de Louvois he gave the 


3 wholo 
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whole Revenue of the General Poſt Office of 
France, which yearly brought in ſeveral Hundred 
Thouſand Pounds Sterling. 

Ant. Now I ſuppoſe you'll come to his im- 
proving of all Arts and Sciences, the Beauty of 
_ the Language, and the Excellency of their Po- 
etry; but I muſt beg your Pardon, I can't en- 
dure to hear any more in Praiſe of the French, 


unleſs I was more able to anſwer you. I am 


very well ſatisfy'd, that I have heard great 


Fudges ſay, that our Language 1s as copious, our” 


Phraſe more compendious than theire, and that 
the beſt of our Eugliſo Poets excced the beſt of 


the French, both in Wit, and Strength of Ex- 


preſſion. 
Luc. A true born Englih Woman indeed; I 


love your Company, Antenia, and I would nt 
have ſaid half ſo much, if I had thought the Sub- 
ject diſpleas*'d you: I ſhall only tell you an Ob- 
fervation I have made, and then I have done. 
The Generality of all Nations think their own 
Language the beſt, but in what Part of the Na- 
tion do you think the common People, and even 
the little Children, ſpeak beſt ? | 
Ant, I ſhould think near the Court, 


Luc, *Tis true, and conſequently the niceſt 


Judges of Language are at the Courts. This 
being granted, if all the Courts of Europe ſhould 
ſpeak Engliſb, would you not think that a ve- 
ry good Argument of its being the beſt Lan- 
guage ? | 
Ant, There might be other Reaſons, 
G93 Luc, 
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Luc. J am ſure they would offend you more, 
and ſo no more of that. As to the next, it is 
very difficult to judge of Poetry i in two Langua- 
ges, for two Reaſons; the firſt is, that there is 
not one in ten "Thouſand that ever attains to 
that Perfection in another Language, as to un- 
derſtand the Beauties of it, as well as he does 
thoſe of his own, The ſecond is, becauſe the 
Rules of Poetry in two Countries, according to 


the ſeveral Humours of Nations, are ſometimes 
as diſferent as the Languages themſelves, ſo that 


the Faults of the one, are often Beauties in the 
other; and it is next to an Impoſſibility, that 
People ſhould like, even to Fondneſs, what they 
have been us'd to, and at the ſame time be as 


much pleaſed with what runs quite contrary to 
it. Take an £Engih Man that underſtands 


French enough to tranſlate from it, with now 
and then the help of a Dictionary; ſuppoſe him 
to meet with a celebrated Poem in that Lan- 
guage, being a Stranger to the Elegancy, as 
well as the Gravity and Eaſineſs of the Diction, 
all his Aim is, to know what he calls the intrin- 
fick Value of it, the Meaning: So, having rough- 
I} hammer'd out the Senſe, he likes it extraor- 
dinary well ; but as he ruminates upon it, ſome 


witty Flights jumping into his Head upon the 


Occaſion, he blames the Frenchman for not 
having made the beſt of fo fine a Thought, with- 
out conſidering, that according to the different 
Rules, what may be very apropos in Engliſl, 


would have been as unſeaſonable in the French - 
nas 
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In ſpir'd by Wit, the Darling of his Country, he 
reſolves upon an Imitation, and happily renders the 
Subſtance of every Thought into good Eg Verſe, 

Ant. I thought that was call'd Tran lating, 

Tuc. It ought to be fo, but when People have 
a mind to take all the Benefit of a Tranſlation, 
without being ty'd to its Strictneſs, they are 
pleas'd to call it Imitation, tho' in reality it 18 
neither. This Verſe, we'll ſoppoſe to be extra- 
ordinary well writ, but yet inferior to the Ori. 
ginal. If both theſe Poems are ſhewn to an Bug- 
Iiſb Critick, of the fame Abilities, as to the 
French, with the former, fi:ſt he takes the French, 
and as ſoon as he has made himſelf Maſter of 
what it means, he is likewiſe highly pleaſed with 
the Fancy: But coming to the Engliſb, if the 
Thought gave a Pleaſure to his Mind, when it 
was yet wrapt up in Ornaments, which were 
Clouds to him, and he but dimly ſaw it, it is 
natural to think, that when it is not only ſet in 
full View, but likewiſe adorn'd with Beauties he 
is fond of, it will more affect and ſtrike him to 
the Quick; and let him ſtudy to be as impartial 
as is poſſible, the Up-ſhot muſt be this; the 
Thought, ſays he, is good, and owing to the 
French, but it is beyond diſpute, that the En- 
gliſb has far qutdone the Original. I do not ſay, 
neither do I think, that our Poetry is inferiour 
to the French What I would have you know is, 
that though Perſons are never ſo well qualify'd, 
there is no comparing of 'em together, becauſe 
the Beauties are fo different, 


Q 4. Ants. 
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Ant. ] find you think it fooliſh for us to judge 
of their Poetry ; but why are coy leſs to blame 


f.r deſpiſing oars ? 
Luc, I don't think they are, but wither more, 


becauſe few of their Criticks of Note, ever trou- 


bled their Heads half ſo much with our Lan- 
guage, as a great many of ours, that underſtood? 


French, have ſtudy'd theirs: But one thing 
they are to be commended for, that as they 


find fault with our Poetry, they never ſteal from 


it; but one of our beſt Poets always ſpoke very 
much againſt the French, and yet took moſt of 
his Plots and Characters from them : And once 
having borrow'd from a certain Tragedy of 
theirs, all what belongs to Judgment or In- 
vention, he made a very good Engliſh Play: It 
was acted with Applauſe, the Copy ſold at a 
high Rate; and yet in the Preface, his Wit 
got ſo much the upper hand. of his good Nature, 
that he could not forbear railing at the Fo- 
reigner, to whom he ow'd his Succeſs. ] had no 
Deſign to ſpeak of Poetry at all, but that you 
mention'd 1t. 

Ant. What you ſaid of that, I can bear well 
enough, as long as you believe ours equal to 
theirs; but I cannot abide to hear my own 
Country revil'd, of which I feel the Love ſo 
warm about mo. 

Luc. What Weakneſs you few, Tl a you 
hereaiter ; but don't you ſee how little Politicks 
agree with young Ladies, Antonia £ 


” 
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Ant. J muſt own, that much of 'em would 
ſoon tire me, and ſomething that is more de- 
lightful, and requires leſs Attention, ſuit my 
Humour better. 

Luc. What ſay you to a diverting Story? 

Ant, As much of that as you pleaſe. 

Luc. A Nobleman of ancient Family, in a 
fouriſhing Kingdom, was left Heir to an im- 
menſe Eſtate, both in Land and Money. His 
natural Parts, and the Improvements of Edu- 
cation, had render'd him, before he was come 
to Age, a Man of polite Learning, and admi- 


Table Senſe : As ſoon as he was Twenty- one, he 
was reſolv'd to ſhew the World, by living up 


to the Grandeur of his Wealth, that he was 
worthy of ſuch princely Revenues. Upon the 
Top of a ſmall Hill, in a Gravel Ground, with- 
in two Miles of a fine River, on the North-ſide 


of it, he built a magnificent Palace, about fifteen 


Miles from a populous City. The main Build- 
ing was Stone, with a noble Frontifpiece, and 
the two Wings of Brick. An exact Regu- 
larity was obſerv'd without, and nothing but 


Conveniency within, In the great Hall, two 


large Chimnies and a Stair-Caſe, were of Mat- 


ble, and the Pavement of the fame. The Wain- 
ſcot was plain and ſtrong, with ſturdy broad 


Benches round it, and the huge Grates as 
well as the Backs of the Chimnies, were only 
painted black. It would take up a Twelve- 
month to deſcribe every Room in the Houſe ; 
Thall only tell. you, that the chief Ornament 
13 8 | 06 
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of the lower Rooms, was Hiſtory-painting in 
vaſt Pannels, fix'd to the Walls and ſome ex- 
| traordinary Pieces of Tapeſtry. The Bed Cham- 
bers were richly hung, and ſeveral of them had 
Silver Hearths, Sconces and Tables. As he 
was a great Lover of painting, he had a fine 
Collection of Italian, and other Originals; the 
ſmalleſt were diſtributed in ſeveral Cloſets, and 
the largeſt made a glorious Shew upon the 
Stair-Caſes. Of Looking-glaſſes, Cabinet-work, 
Carving, and Gilding, there was a prodigious 
Quantity, But though the Furniture was of an 
ineſtimable Value, yet the judicious Fancy of the 
Maſter, fo conſpicuous thro' the whole, was 
more ſurpriſing than all the reſt, In the Dreſ- 
ling Room of his own Apartment, was a Door 
that open'd into a Gallery, at the End of which 
was his Library : It was a large, ſquare, lofty 
Room ; round it touching the Ceiling, were fif- 
ty fine Pieces of Limning in black Ebony Frames; 
they were ſo many Heads of Men, that had been 
famous for Learning; where they ended the 
Books began, and reach'd to the Bottom ; he 
had none but what were valuable, the beſt Edi- 
tions of every Thing, and no Work uncompleat. 
His Library-keeper was a well bred Man, of 
indifferent Learning, that underſtood the Prices 
and Title-Pages of Books, better than their 
Inſides, and look'd more like a briſk Bookſeller, 
than a Pedant : He had a great many Gentle- 
men that waited on him, and from the higheſt 
to the loweſt, all hi Servants were ſo well choſen, 
* 
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that you might almoſt ſee in their Faces what 
Places they belong'd to. 

Ant. That's ſtrange indeed, unleſs it was writ 
upon their Foreheads. 

Luc. You won't allow of a Figure I ſee, but 
to be more plain, I'll deſcribe ſome of them to 
you: His Steward was a grave and affable Man, 


that without hurrying himſelf or others, had 


been us'd to a Multiplicity of Buſineſs. His 
Secretary, was in Reality, a Man of Senſe and 
Solidity, and in Appearance a Rattle, His 
Gentleman of the Horſe was ſlender, and well 
ſhap'd, airy in his Mein, and proud in his 
| Dreſs. 

Ant. But why don't you ſay what Parts he had, 
as well as you did of the others? 

Luc. Becauſe 'twas no great Matter. As to 
his meaner Servants, his Footmen were neat, 
| briſk, and clever. His Coachmen were always 
jolly-look'd Fellows, that filled the Box, and 


hated drinking. His Grooms were all Farriers,. 


and underſtood Horſes better than Men. His 
Park-keepers were ſturdy and ill-natur'd ; but 
his Cooks were cleanly and tractable; and ſo on 
with the reſt, The Wages he gave 'em, were 
extraordinary, but the leaſt Fault twice commit- 
ed, turn'd them off. 

Ast. I ſhould be glad to hear ſome more of 
their Characters. 


Luc. It would be too tedious to tell them you 


all; I only nam'd a few to let you know how 
nice be was in his Choice: But of all what he 


had 
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had about him, I lik'd nothing ſo well, as his 
keeping a dozen of Gentlemen, all learned, wit- 
ty and facetious Men, that excell'd every one 
in ſomething or other. Amongſt them, he had 
Lawyers, Phyſicians, Poets, Hiſtorians, Na- 
turaliſts, Mathematicians, great Travellers ; and 
the whole made a compleat Body | of Learn- 
ing. 

Ant. What was their Buſineſs ? 

Luc. To do what they pleas'd, but always 


Six or more to be within Call: All the reſt of 


his Domeſticks ſtood at a great Diſtance from 
him, only theſe he treated as his Companions ; 
they were all ſingle Men, had every one a Foot- 
man, and a couple of Horſes kept them, with a 
Salary of 300 J. a Year, beſides a fine Apart- 
ment, and a ſplendid Proviſion for all the Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life, The ſix that were not in 
waiting, had always two Coaches to attend 
'em, and made a Journey, at leaſt once a Week, 
to the great City; when they came there, they 
diſpers'd themſelves, and every one went about 
what Buſineſs he fancy'd moſt; not forgetting 
the Bookſellers Shops, Coffee-Houſes, and o- 
ther Places of publick Reſort, where. Gentle- 
men might be inform'd of what was worth 
knowing. One, perhaps,. taking delight in 
downright Learning, minded nothing. but Hi- 
ſtory and Antiquity. A ſecond being more gay, 
enquir'd after Plays and Operas, and only re- 
garded Muſick or Poetry. A third was always 
employ*d in Chemiſtry or Botany. Some ſtudv- 
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ing Nature itſelf, were for Experimental Phi- 
lofophy : Whilſt others had no mind to try any 
thing but Pleaſure, and belong'd to ſeveral Clubs 
of jovial Gentlemen, made Mirth their only 
Buſineſs. In theſe, they chiefly diſcours'd of 
delightful Novels, merry Stories, and well in- 
vented Tales. Some excell'd in Repartee and 
witty Sayings, Others were eminent for Epi- 
grams and odd Inſcriptions. And ſeveral of m 
were not only famous for pleaſant Remaks up- 
on the Accidents of human Lite, but likewiſe 
facetiouſly good humour'd in entertaining their 
Friends with the diverting Paſlages they re- 


member'd. The Gentlemen that were of the 


Lord's Retinue, commonly ſet out early in the 
Morning, and came back toward the Evening 
of the next Day. When they were at home, 
they ſpent their Time all the Forenoon in the 
ſeyeral Studies to which their Inclinations leq 
'em, and the reſt of the day, partly in profita- 
ble Confabulations among one another, partly in 
receiving and diſcourſing with Strangers, and 


thoſe that came to ſee them; every one, the 


merry as well as the more ſcrious, ſetting con- 
ſtantly down whatever they met with in their 
Way worth Obſervation ; and the witty Anſwer 


of a Child, or the innocent Saying of a Plowman, 


if there was but ſomething extraordinary in 
them, were writ down as eagerly by ſome, as 
by others the principal State-Maxims of any 
Emperor's Reign: They had what Wines they 
Neas'd, and two Tables allow'd them with great 

Varictics, 


— 
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Varieties, and ſeveral Officers to ſerve them; 
to which, as well as the great Library, all Gen- 
tlemen had Acceſs. Nothing was made more of, 
than Strangers of Parts: As ſoon as they 
were found to be ſuch, they were deſired to ſtay, 


and treated moſt deliciouſly. If any that ex- 


cell'd in ſomething, happen'd (beſides the other 
Endowments) to be of an agreeable Tem- 
per, and refin'd Education, his Lordſhip was 


acquainted with it preſently. Nobody, whoſe 


Mind was well dreſs'd, was leſs welcome for 
the Meaneſs of his Habit; and a new Suit of 
Cloaths, with half a Score Guineas, was the 
leaſt Preſent, that in a free and obliging Man- 
ner, was offer'd to thoſe that ſtood in need of 
it 


of ſuch Cuſtomers. 


Luc. Not many, for this was only done to 


deſerving People; as for thoſe that becauſe they 
wore a black Gown, and underſtood a little or- 
dinary Latin, call'd themſelves Scholars, and 
were poor both Ways, they were very little re- 
garded, made ſeldom more than two Meals 
there, and if they beg2'd it, had half a Crown 
given them at their Departure. About fix at 


Night, their Macenas was us'd to ſend for three 


or four of his Gentlemen, whom he choſe accord- 
ing to the Humour he was in, and ſo for four 
or five Hours was diverted with nothing but the 


Flower and Quinteſſence of Learning and Con- 


verſation. By his Evening Recreation, judge of 


Ant. Then J ſuppoſe this Lord had abundance 
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the reſt, for all his Diverſions were anſwerable 
one to the other. And don't you think now, 
Niece, that this Nobleman had a tolerable good 
Reliſh. 

Ant, I think ſo well of him, that TI wiſh you 
could help me to ſuch a Huſband. 

Luc. Take care you don't repent. Thus he 
liv'd for twenty Years, courteous, and good 
humour'd, charitable to the Poor, generous to 
Merit, and a very good Paymaſter to all he 
employ*'d, Plenty reign'd in his Family, yet none, 
though much leſs, was better order*d, and every 
Servant growing rich in his Station, by his Purſe 
could ſhew the Munificence of his Maſter. You'll 
wonder, perhaps, when I tell you that the Bottom 
of all this was Pride! 

Ant, Yet it was commendable, as long as ſa 
many receiv'd the Benefit of it! 

Luc. When he thought he had ſufficiently 
convinced the World of the Excellency of his 
Taſte, he grew weary of all this Regularity, 
and ſuddenly bending his Pleaſures another 
Way, and giving himſelf over to Women and 


Gaming, became vicious with the ſame Applica. 
tion he had always ſhewn in whatever he took in 


hand. In five Years time, all his Eſtate was mort- 
gag*'d, his Palace out of Repair; and when he 
began to want Money, firſt he employ'd one of 


his Retinue, of whom he had already borrow'd 
what he had, upon a Promiſe of a very high In- 


tereſt, to wheedle all the reſt out of the Mo- 
ney they had laid up in his Service; then went 
big 
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his Plate, and the fine Collections of Books and 


Pictures were parted with, without any Regret, 
till nothing being able to maintain his Courſe 
of Life, himſelf was deeply in debt, his Kitchin 
without Fire, and his truſty Servants ready to 
ſtarve. By what I have ſaid it is manifeſt, that 
the Reaſon this great Man had, for the beſt of 
his Actions, was not becauſe they were good, 
but becauſe they contributed to his Pleaſure 3 
he made his Servants rich, becauſe it conſiſted 


with his Greatneſs, and had never thought of 


their Happineſs, but as it was ſerviceable to his 
Pride. 

Ant, I like the firſt Part of the Story very 
well, but the Turn of it ſeems to be very malici- 


cCious: If there ever was ſuch a one, he muſt be 


abominated; but I can hardly think a Man of that 
exquiſite Senſe could ever be guilty of the latter 
Part, 

Luc. But ſignals there was ſuch a one, I would 
abominate him as much as you ; but in railing at 
him, could you ſay he was an ignorant Block- 
head, and a ſorry Fellow, that underſtood no- 
thing of the World, and never had known what 


it was to keep a good Houſe ? 


Ant. No; for what Vice ſoever he was s guilty 
of, there was no doubt but he that had given ſuch 
Demonſtrations of his Skill and Fancy, and for 
ſo many Years uſed ſuch uncommon Methods of 
improving himſelf, muſt be a Man of N 


Pags. 
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Tuc. I thank you, Antonia. Tack this Noble- 
man to the King of France, and what᷑ told you 
of the Servants of the one, apply to the Suhjects 


of the other. 
Ant. Then they are miſerable, and little be- 


holden to their Sovereign. 


Luc. I am of your Opinion, but what wa 


you ſay of their King ? 


Ant. Good and Evil both; but I could not ſpeak. 
of the firſt with a great Affection, and indeed 


I could allow the French King all the Skill 
and Cunning you have ſet him off with, if I could 
but think that for all that, you hated him as 


much as I would do this Nobleman with all his 


good Qualities. 
Luc. Doubt not but that I do, and much more; 


but the King of France can never be made lower 
by being rail'd at. I wiſh all that were able, 
were as willing as I, and Taxcs ſhould be conti- 


nued or doubled, if it was requiſite, one ſix Years 


Iznger, to humble his inſolent Havghtineſs, 
Can any one love Liberty, and not abhor that 
harden'd Monſter of Ambition ?- To whom the 
greateſt Loſſes and Calamities of his Friends, 
are not unwelcome, if they can but advance his 
Glory. That arbitrary Fiend, that knowing 
himſelf to be the Cauſe'of War and Famine, be- 


holds the Miſcries of his own People with leſs 
Concern than you can ſce a Play; the Vane of 


Mankind, that can draw whole Schemes of the 
Deſtruction and Devaſtation of flouriſning Ci- 
ties and plentiful Countries, with the Gimp 
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Tranquillity as I can play a Game at Chefs ; and 
if it but contributes to his gigantick Aim, 
eſteeming the Lives of a Hundred Thouſand of 
the moſt faithful of his Subjects, no more than B 
value the loſing of a fingle Pawn, if it forwards 
my Deſign upon your Game. 

Ant Now, Aunt, you have gain'd my Heart 
intirely ; and I'll own, that the King of France 
is the greateſt King that ever reign'd, to all that 
will lend a Hand to pull him down. But I be- 
lieve Supper is ready, for there I ſce Tom coming 
to call us. 

Luc. T am very well pleas'd I have convinc'd. 
you at laſt, without N 295 Come let us 
go. | 
E wait on you, 


tat. Yes, Aunt ; 
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LuciNDaA and ANTONIA. 


Ant. FSAE 1 T is impoſſible, And a Wo- 

Jy man that is really virtuous, and | 
So remains ſo, ſhould loſe her Ho- 
Dy nour, unleſs ſhe be raviſh'd ; 


CELL es 


and then *tis a Queſtion, whether ſhe loſes it or 
not, | | 

Luc. There is no doubt, but a Woman 
that is murder'd, loſes her Life as much as ſhe 
that dies of Fever. But that is not the Thing 
I am ſpeaking of: What I fay is, that ns Wo- 
man, tho? of the moſt exemplary Virtue, is able 
to withſtand the Treachery of ſome Men; if 
once ſhe abandons that Fear, which is ſo neceſ- 
ſary for her Protection, and thinking herſelf ſe- 
cure, ceaſes to be upon her Guard. Oh! An- 
tonia, I could give you ſuch a ſad Inſtance of one, 
that only for want of apprehending the Danger, 
without being raviſh'd, was robb'd of her Ho- 
Nour z one whoſe Conduct yourſelf ſhall not be 
able to blame, even the Moment ſhe loft it, whoſe 
2 Vutue 
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Virtue had been often try'd, and could never be 


ſaid to have leſt her. 

Ant. That's ſtrange indeed; and if you IP 
to tell me her Hiſtory, I ſhall Waden with great 
Attention. 


Luc. I will; but take Care not to interrupt me 


ſo often as you us'd to do, or elſe 1 can't finiſh it 
before Supper. 
Ant. I won't indeed, Aunt. 
Luc. About the Middle of” Auguſt, after the 


Diverſion of Stag-hunting, the Duke of B——, 


with five or fix of his Attendants, was riding a 


Foot-pace towards a Gentlen:an's Seat, whom he 


had promis'd the Honour of his Company at Din- 
ner. Being advanc'd within a Muſket-Shot of 
the Houſe, which was pleaſantly ſituated on a 


riſing Ground, about three Miles from Guilford 


in Surrey, he ſaw through a By-Lane, a Horſe 
coming full Speed, and upon it a very young 
Gentlewoman, that not being able to govern it, 
did what ſhe could to keep her Seat. The 
Duke and thoſe that were with him, poſted 
themſelves at the Entrance of the Lane, where 


the Horſe being ſtopt in his Career, flew- afide, 


teapt the Hedge, and left his Rider behind him. 
As: ſoon as ſhe was come to the Ground, two of 
the Gentlemen made what haſte they could to 
her Aſſiſtance; but ſhe was too nimble for them, 
and got upon her Feet before they could come 
to her. When ſhe was yet on Horſeback, the 
Fright ſhe was in, had made her look as pale 
as Death; but being conſcious, that in the Fall 
ſhe 
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ſhe had diſcover'd one of her Legs, at leaſt, as 
far as her Knee, and finding herſelf alone, a- 


mong ſo many Men, when ſhe look'd up, her 


Bluſhes had painted her Cheeks with a lovely 
red. The Violence of the Motion had made her 
loſe all her Head-cloths, and her long. coal-black 
Hair, of which ſhe had abundance, playing loofe- 
ly about, almoſt cover'd her Back and Shoulders, 
Nothing could be whiter than her Skin, and her 
Eyes had ſomething in them ſo ſprightly and 
engaging, that the Duke, beholding her in this 


careleſs Poſture, thought he had never feen any 
thing ſo charming before; and having order'd 


two of his Grooms to catch her Horſe, entreat- 
ed her to take ſome Refreſhment at the next 


Houſe, She took a large Handkerchief out of 


her Pocket, ty'd-it about her Head, and having 
tuck'd up, and hid as much of her Hair as ſhe 
could, obligingly accepted of the Offer that was 
made her. She. told the Duke, who walk'd a- 


foot along with her, that ſhe liv'd with her Grand- 
mother, who had a Houſe at Guiiford, from 


whence ſhe ſet out with a young Gentleman of 


her Acquaintance, to take a Ride; that the 


Gentleman being a little way before her, her 
Horſe being ſcar'd at ſomething that lay in the 
Road, was run away with her over Hedge and 


Ditch, *till at laſt he had brought her in that 


By-Road, at the End of which he threw her. 
Whilſt ſhe was talking, the Duke obſerv'd that 


| the often look'd back, and ſeem'd very uneaſy 
for this young Gentleman, in whoſe Company fhe 
fo way 
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was come out. Though Leonora, which was the 
young Lady's Name, was not above Fifteen, and 
had all the Innocence and Sweetneſs in her Face 
belonging to that Age, yet in her Diſcourſe and 
Mein, ſhe ſhew'd a Diſcretion far above it, and 
had ſomething ſo commanding in her Eyes, as 
drew Reſpect from all that beheld them. The 
Duke was infinitely pleas'd with her, and having 
complimented her upon the Happineſs of having 
*ſcap'd fo great a Danger, under ſeveral Prote- 
ſtations of his wiſhing for an Opportunity to 
ſerve her, they enter'd the Houſe where he was 
expected. As ſoon as they were come in, he 


recommended Leonora to the Miſtreſs of it, who | 


being inform'd of what had happen'd, took the 
lovely Stranger up into her Cloſet, and furniſh'd- 
her with a Suit of Head-cloaths, and ſeveral lit- 
tle Accoutrements ſhe wanted. Leonora having 
learn'd from her, that it was the Duke of B—— 
that had brought her in, as ſoon as ſhe was come 
down again, begg'd his Grace's Pardon, that 
for want of knowing his Perſon, ſhe had fail'd 
in the Reſpect that was due to his Quality, The 
Diſorders of her Dreſs being rectify'd, ſhe ap- 
pear'd abundantly more beautiful to the Duke, 
than before, and every thing ſhe ſaid or did, 
was fo raviſhing to him, that before they went 
to Dinner, ſhe had made an abſolute Conqueſt of 
his Heart, They were hardly fat down at Table, 
but a Servant told them that a Gentleman, who 
call'd himſelf Cleander, aſk'd for a young Lady, 
whoſe Name was Leonora. Leonora bluſhing at 

: the 
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the Name of Clander, would have riſen from the 
Table, had not the Duke prevented her, and 
told her, the Gentleman ſhould be deſir'd to walk 
in. The Maſter of the Houſe hearing the 
Duke's Pleaſure, went out and came back again 
immediately with the Gentleman, who having 
pay'd his Reſpects to the Company, ſat down 
in a Chair that was ſet for him, over againſt Leo- 
nora. Cleander was a very handſome Man, of 
about Nineteen, rather tall than ſhort, admira- 
bly well-ſhap'd, and of a fair Complection. He 
had a ſhort Campaign flaxen Wig, ty'd behind 
with a black Ribbon, a fine white Camblet Coat, 
with Silver Lace; his Waſtecoat was of a rich 
Stuff, of Green and Silver, and his Breeches were 
of the fame. 
Ant. What ! To ride on Horſeback with ? 
Luc, J confeſs *twas no good Huſbandry ; but 
T cannot find Fault with his Fancy. His genteel 
Carriage, and a certain Eaſineſs in his Behaviour, 
beſpoke him to be of a refin'd Education, and he 
claim'd as defervedly the good Wiſhes of the 
Ladies, as Leonora was admir'd by the Men. 
The Duke who obſerv'd 'em both very narrowly, 
being a great Maſter in the Language of the Eyes, 
by the firſt Looks they exchang'd, found what 
he had fear'd before, that they were happy Lo- 
vers. Having aſk'd Cleander how he came to 
find out Leonora, and underſtanding that his 
(zrooms meeting him, after they had taken up 
Leonora's Horſe, had directed him thither, he 
could not forbear ſmiling at the obliging Care 
3 be 
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he had taken to ſerve his Rival. After Dinner, 
Cleander and Leonora, without any Ceremony to 


the Company, ſingled out one another, and went 
to walk in a Garden that join'd to the Room 
where they had din'd, which they had not left 


long, but an old Gentleman enter'd it, that 
ſeem'd to be upon very earneſt Buſineſs. The 
Gentleman of the Houſe had often ſeen: him at 
*Change, and the Duke knew him to be a Man of 
a vaſt Eſtate, but none of them ſuſpected him to 
be, what from his own Mouth they heard he was, 
the Father of Clander, that was come in Purſuit 
of his Son; whom he deſign'd, either by fair Means, 


or by Force, to take away with him. All the 


Company ſeeming ſurpriz'd at the Paſhon the 
old Gentleman was in, none of 'em being able to 
imagine, what could be the Cauſe of a Fa- 
ther's Severity to a Son, that, in all Appearance, 
was ſo compleat and deſerving a Gentleman, 
Gleander's Father acquainted them with his Rea- 
{ons in the following Manner: Though, ſaid he, 
1 have had ſeveral Children, I. have none alive but 
this Som: He has. always been of a nuld agrecable 
Temper, his Maſters never complain'd of him, and 
I confeſs, that till he was Eighteen, I cannot give 
one Inſtance of his Diſobedience; but about a Twelve- 
month ago, he. fell deſperately. in Love, and wild 
have marry'd a young Slut that is a Beggar, and has 
hardly 10Col. to her Portion. I haue us d all Means 
that either myſelf or Friends could invent, to dij- 
ſuade him from it. I have told him, that I would 

never. force his Inchnations, and deſign'd whenever 
| - he 
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he ſhould marry, to ſettle 2000 or 25001. 4 Var 
upon his Wife, if on his Side he would take Care to 
chuſe one whoſe Fortune ſhould deſerve it, About 
three Months ago I thought his Filly began to wear 
of, and was in Hopes, that to pleaſe an indulging 
Father, in a little time he would wholly forget her 
but this Morning I have found, that his ſeeming Com- 
pliance was only a Stratagem, the better to decerue 
me. Saying this, he pull'd a Letter out of his 
Pocket, and read the following Lines, or others 
to the ſame Purpoſe, 
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SIR, 


« FF you prevent it not ſuddenly, your Son 
„T will ſoon be marry'd to Leomra. This 
boa Morning, inſtead of going into Cambridgeſhire, 
= you imagine, he is gone to Guilford, whence 
* «© he is to take his Miſtreſs, with whom he in- 
© tends to be at Graveſend To-morrow, in or- 
&« der to embark for Holland; where after his 
Marriage, he deſigns to ſhelter himſelf from 
<« the firſt Tranſports of your Anger. Leonora's 
© Grandmother is in the Plot, and furniſhes him 
© with 10007, upon his own Credit. If you 
«© make haſte, you may yet ſtop his Servant, who 
«© with a Couple of Trunks, is now waiting for 
* the Tide at Billingſgate. When the Truth 
of what I write ſhall be known, I ſhall diſ- 
cover to you who is your real, but now 
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This Letter, ſaid the old Gentleman, 7 rece;- 
| wed about two Hours after my Son was gone out. 
Il pilſi my Caach was getting ready, J ſent to Billin gf- 
gate, and the Footman with the Trunks being ſe- 
cur'd, I came away with all the Speed imaginable. 
Hearing they were gone from Guilford, and not 
being able to trace them any farther for a good 
. while, at laſt I met with ſome Reapers in a Field 
near by, that directed me hither, Cleander's Fa- 
ther, having ſaid this, went into another Room, 
and deſir'd his Son ſhould be ſent to him, with- 
out telling him who it was that wanted to ſpeak 
with him ; which being done, accordingly the 
young Gentleman, without being allow'd to 
take Leave of his Miſtreſs or any body elſe, was 


hurry'd into the Coach. Being come home, his [WR 


Father confin'd him to his Chamber, and put a 
Guard upon him. There happen'd at that Time 
to be an Outward-bound Turky Fleet, that lay 
waiting for the Wind at Portſmouth ; which the 
old Gentleman being told of next Day, having 
conſulted ſome Fad GREP reſolved to ſend his 
Son to Smirna, with a ſtriẽt Charge to keep him 
there *till farther Orders. He was fo cautious, 
as to ſee him on board himſelf, and ſtir'd not 
from Portſmouth, till they had weigh'd Anchor, 
ang the whole Fleet was under Sail. 
Ant. Pray, Aunt, do you approve of this 1i- 
gorous Way of treating Children? 

"Luc. I ſee no rigour us'd at all. is is 
certainly one of the weightieſt, and moſt mate- 


rial Points of Life; and if you ſee a Child under 
88 


0 Ka” e, ee eee n rr 


FEMALE DIALOGUES. 2171 


Age, that has been well educated, and conſe- 
quently underſtands his Duty, reſolv'd to enter 
upon it, not only without the Conſent, but direct- 
ly againſt the Commands of his Parents, what 
Remedy 1s there left, but locking him up, or 
ſending him out of the way ? 

Ant. I don't believe Cl:ander would ever have 


come to that Extremity, if he had ſeen a Poſſibi- 


lity of obtaining his Father's Conſent: And was 
it not barbarous, that a Parent ſhould oppoſe a 
Child's Incliations ſo violently, that had al- 


ways been dutiful to him, when he had no other 
Plea againſt him, but his own Covetouſneſs ? 


Had Tauew been a Five and twenty or Thirty 
Thouſand Pound Fortune, no queſtion but the 
old Hunks would have lik'd her for a Daughter- 
in-law, tho? ſhe had been Lame, Crooked, or a 
Natural. Suppoſe ſhe had been worth nothing, 
what he could give with his don, was more than 
enough to make them live comfortably, if nat 
ſplendidly, If he had really lov'd him, and re- 
garded his Happineſs more than his own avari- 


cious Temper, would he not rather have ſeen 


his only Child live near him in the Enjoyment 
of the Women he lov'd, than have ſent him 
among Turks and Heathens, to ſpend the plea- 
ſanteſt Part of Life in Baniſnment and Afflic- 
tion ? 

Luc. A very pretty Doctrine! At that Rate, if 
a young Stripling, newly come from School, fan- 
cies a Cook-Wench, or perhaps a common 
Strumpet, ſo he does but love her very well, and 
8 2 — 
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his Father has Money enough to keep 'em both, 
you would adviſe a Man of a good Eftate, to let 
him marry her, rather than that by a little Ab- 


ſence, he ſhould ſtrive to wean him from his un- 


reaſonable Paſſion. 


Ant. Where was the Unreaſonableneſs of 


Claander's Paſſion ? Leonora was a Gentlewoman, 
and though his Father, thinking on his own o- 
ver- grown Eſtate, call'd her a Beggar, yet he 
own'd ſhe had a Thouſand Pounds ; ſhe was a 
charming young Creature, brought up extra- 
ordinary well, and had a Diſcretion above her 
Years.  * | 

Luc. Don't lay too much Streſs upon that, for 
being but Fifteen, ſhe might have Diſcretion a- 
bove her Age, and not have ſuch a vaſt Stock 
neither. A very diſcreet Woman would hardly 
venture to run away with a Prentice, before he 


was out of his Time. 


Ant. I thought Cleander liv'd with his F ather, 


and had been brought up a Gentleman. 
Luc. He was ſo ; but would you not allow a 


Father the fame Privilege over his Son, that a 
Maſter has over his Prentice? 

Ant. No, that Compariſon won't hold; for a 
Prentice after ſeven Vears Service, is ads free; 
but the Duty of Children to their Parents, never 
ceaſes; and if the Father lives long enough, the 
Son muſt be bound at Fourſcore, and can never 
be out of his Time. 

Luc, That's a Miſtake, Antonia ; Children, as 


well as *Prentices, are made free by the Law. 
; It 
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It is true, that the humble Submiſſion, Reſpect, 
and Veneration we owe to Parents, not only for 
our Being, which I think is the leaſt Obligations 
but likewiſe for the anxious Care, Trouble, and 
Charges they have been at, ought to laſt for e- 
ver; "but when we come to be of Age, we are 
no more ty'd to ſo ſtrict an Obedience to their 
Commands, but we, have Liberty to examine in- 
to the Equity of them; nay, may juſtly refuſe tq 
comply with them, if they are too unreaſonable, 
Clander and Leonora both might well have ſtay'd 
two. Years longer; they had no Reaſon to fear, 


that in that Time, Age and Wrinkles ſhould 


overtake them. 
Ant. But they had no great Reaſon neither to 
think, that his covetous Father would more con- 


- ſent to that Match afterwards, than he did be- 


fore. 
Luc. If Cleander's F ather, having ſeen the 
Conſtancy of his Son's Affection, had refus'd up- 


on the Account of the Smallneſs of her Portion, 


to give him one ſuitable to his own Abilities 2 
When his Son was come to Age, then he had 
been to blame, but he was much in the right in 


what he did; whilſt his Son was under Age, 
and himſelf in a manner accountable for his Ac- 
tions, It is not ſafe for Parents to give their Con- 


| ſent to any thing of Moment that Children may 


aſk, whilſt they are under Age, unleſs it brings a 
viſible Advantage to them, 

Ant, Why ſo, pray ? 
8 3 Luc. 
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Luc. Becauſe, if Children miſcarry in that ve- 
ry Thing, tho' they had been never ſo fond of it 
themſelves, they'll be ſure to upbraid their Pa- 
rents with it, Why did they let me? I was raw 
and fooliſh, and knew no better ; they had more 
Experience, and ought to have been wiſer ; I was 
under their Government, they might have hin- 
der*d me, *tis their Fault. Theſe are commonly 
the Thanks with which the Indulgence of impru- 
dent Parents is repay'd. 


Ant. But pray let me hear how Leonora took: 


this abrupt Departure ? 
Luc. As ſoon as Cleander was come out of the 


Garden, the Duke went to ſupply his Place, and. 
having walk'd a pretty while with his beautiful 


Miſtreſs, and ſaid abundance of obliging Things 
to her, they both came in ; when the Gentlewo- 


man of the Houle taking Leonora to the Window, 


told her who it was that had fetch'd Cleander 
away. This was-terrible News, and not being 
able to ſtifle the Grief it caus'd her, ſhe turn'd 
pale and trembled, and all the Courage and 
Diſcretion ſhe was Miſtreſs of, could hardly keep 
her from burſting out into Tears before all the 


Company; but rallying all the Reaſon and Spi- 


rit ſhe could muſter up, ſhe aſk'd for her Horſe, 
and deſir'd to take her Leave; but it not being 


thought adviſeable ſhe ſhould venture upon 2 
Horſe, that had thrown. her. before, they ſent 


her Home in the Coach. Several Days elaps'd, 
before the could get any Tidings of Cleander, but 


when he heard * his Father had. diſpos'd of 
him, 


| 
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him, and that againſt his Will he was ſent to 
Smirna, the ſwooned away, About a Fortnight 
after the Duke had ſeen her firſt, thinking thats 
by this time her Sorrow might be ſomewhat 
abated, he went to give her a Viſit, and had a 
long Conference with her Grandmother, who 
kept her Coach, and liv'd in very good Faſhion. 
She had been marry'd twice, and enjoy'd about 
ſeven Hundred a Year for Life, which was the 
Income of two Jointures, of which after her 


Death, one was to go to a Grandſon of hers, 


and the other, to a Kinſman of her ſecond Hut- 
band's : Beſides this, ſhe had 3 or 40co Pounds in 
Money, which ſhe deſign'd for Leonora. She 
was a Woman that lov'd Greatneſs, and was very 


ſorry to ſee all the Hopes of a Match between 


Cleander and Leonora vaniſh'd. The Duke ſaw he 


had gain'd but little upon the young Lady this 


firſt Viſit, her Heart being yet too much en- 


gaged, and therefore to loſe no time, reſolv'd to 


make his chief Applications to her Crrandmother 


in his next, The old Woman knew that the 


Duke was marry'd, and that he could have no 
other Aim than to debauch her Grandaughter, 


and at beſt keep her as a Miſtreſs, yet the Con- 
verſation and Addreſſes of a Man of his Quality, 


together with the Preſents he made her, were 
ſuch powerful Temptations, that ſhe not only 


hearken'd to his Propoſals, but likewiſe promis'd 
him, that ſhe would make her Grandaughter 


ſo ſenſible of the Honour he did her, that he 


ſhould have no Reaſon to complain of her Con- 
„ 84 | duct. 
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duct. Now Leonora was attack'd on both Sides; 


yet in ſpight of the Duke's Aſſaults, and the old 
Woman's Treachery, ſhe remain'd unmoveable; 
whether a Principle of real Virtue, a Diſkike to 
ſomething in the Duke's Perſon, or elſe the Love 
to Cleander, was the Cauſe, could not eaſily be 
determin'd; but the Duke judging it to be the 


latter, went to Cleander's Father, who to his 


great Grief had been inform'd from Turkey, that 
his Son's Love ſtill continu'd. The Duke, as ta- 
king Part in his Concern, told him, that if Leonora 
was of the ſame Conſtancy, they would have one 
another at laſt, if ever Cleander liv'd to be his own 
Maſter; but that the only Thing to prevent it, 
would be, if each of the Lovers could be induc'd 
to believe the other dead. The Conſequence of 
this Artifice was plain; the old Gentleman 
thank'd the Duke for his Advice, had Letters 
writ to Turkey that mention'd Leonora's Death, 
and ſpread the ſame falſe Report of his Son 


himfelf, Tho' Lemora had little or no Hopes 


of ever being Cleander's Wife, yet the News of 
| his Death afflicted her very much, and was fas 
from making that Alteration in her which the 
Duke had expected from it. He really lov'd 
her, and was always charm'd with her Company, 
which was never deny'd him; but yet having 
courted her very near a Twelyemonth without 
being able to attain the Height of his Wiſhes, 
he began to be tir'd : He had often proffer'd 
to ſettle two Thouſand a Year upon her for 


Life ; which, with the Reſpect he thew'd her, 


and 


n . 
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Money. Leonora being of a noble and generous 


went directly to the Dutcheſs of B——, and 


When Leonora had left Guilford, the old Woman 
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and his Aſſiduity in following of her ſo long, 
without making any Progreſs, were undeniable 
Proofs of the Sincerity of his Paſſion, The old 
Woman, perceiving that the Duke was out of 
Patience, began to be very angry with her 
Grandaughter, and, inſtead of uſing Perſua- 
ſions, as ſhe had done hitherto, now ſtorm'd at 
her, calling her obſtinate Slut, and ungrateful 
Baggage, and daily told her, that if ſhe would 
neglect her Fortune, when ſhe might make it, 
ſhe muft never expect to ſee a Farthing of her 


Mind, deſpis'd her Threats, but yet quickly 
grew weary of the Life ſhe led ; and ſeeing but 
one way to mend herſelf, and pet rid of the 
Duke's Addreſſes, ſhe took a brave Reſolution, 


having told her who ſhe was, and every thing 
that had happen'd to her, begg'd her Protection 
in ſo earneſt and obliging a Manner, that the 
Dutcheſs, admiring the Virtue and Conſtancy 
of ſo young a Creature, promiſing to take Care 
of her, made her one of her Gentlewomen. The 
Duke was ſurpriz'd to ſee her among the Re- 
tinue of his Dutcheſs, but had the good Manners 
never to ſay any thing of it. Being of an amo- 
rous Diſpoſition, and ſeeing no Poſſibility of ma- 
king Leonora yield, in a little time he pitch'd 
upon another Object, on purpoſe to forget her. 


was a little concern'd at the Loſs of her Grand- 


daughter, but that of my Lord Duke's Viſits, 
and. 
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and the Honour of having his Coach ſo often 
ſtand at her Door, was ſo great a Mortification 
to her Vanity, that ſhe would never be recon- 
cil'd again to Leonora to her Dying-day, which 
happening about half a year after her Grand- 
daughter's departure, ſhe teft all ſhe had to diſ- 
| poſe of, to her Grandſon. Lecnora being very 
good. humour'd, and of a ſweet agrecable Tem- 
per, the Dutcheſs had a more than ordinary 
Kindneſs for her ; ſhe had abundance of Suitors, 
and her Beauty encreaſing, as ſhe grew up in 
Years, ſhe made daily new Conqueſts. The 
great ones that admir'd her, courted: her for 
the ſame Purpoſe, as the Duke had done before ; 
them ſhe never hearken'd to ; and for thoſe that 
had more honourable Intentions, there was none 
the could like; yet her Humour was fo little 
_eoquet, that ſhe often wiſh'd herſelf ſettled in 
the World, tho? it ſhould be but indifferently, to 
avoid the Multitude of her Gallants that were ſo 
troubleſome to her. The Dutcheſs was very 
well acquainted with Leonora's Mind; ſhe had a 
great Confidence in her Vertue, but yet, con- 
ſidering her Age, and the danger ſhe was con- 
tinually expos'd to, thought Marriage very ad- 
viſeable for her: She knew that among the Cap- 
tives of her Beauty, there was a Jeweller, a 
rich and induſtrious Man, with whom ſhe had 
often dealt conſiderably; 3 and, being inform'd, 
that he ſeem'd to be in great earneſt, advis'd 
Leonora not to flip this Opportunity. A few 
Days after, the Dutcheſs ſpoke to him herſelf, 
and 
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and in a little Time the Match was made up,. 
and Leonora marry'd, Her Husband's Name was 
Allcandor; he was then worth above Seven Thou 
. ſand Pounds, to which Leonora's Portion added 
another. In his Buſineſs he was ſkilful] and ſtir- 


ing, and out of it a very good humour'd Man, 


of a jovial Temper, and a merry Companion. 

To ſhun the Butterflies that us'd to ſurround 
Leonora, when ſhe was a Maid, upon her Requeſts. 
he left the Pall-mall, and took a very good Houſe 

in the City. 


Ant. Then I am baulk'd in my Expectation, 


for I was ſtil! in hopes, that Cleander would have 
had her at laſt, in ſpight of all Oppoſition. When 


they walk'd together in the Garden, I thought 
them ſuch a handſome Couple, fo well match'd 
in every Thing, but Money, which neither of 


them valu'd, that I did not queſtion but they 
were cut out for one another, 


Luc. That is, becauſe you are ſo us'd to Ro- 


mances, where, in the Beginning, you may al- 
ways ſee who and who will be together; but in 
Nature, it moſt commonly happens otherwiſe. 

Ant. But did Cleander never again come to 
England? 


Luc. I find that Leonora's Story takes up more 


Time than I thought, and therefore remember 


where I leave off; Tll tell you the Remainder: 


after Supper. 


E 


TENTH DIALOGUE 


BETWEEN 


LucINDA ard ANTONIA. 


Ecauſe I am not always in a Hu- 
mour to anſwer them, aſk what 
WP Queſtions you pleaſe when I 


have done, but don't interrupt 


me. 
Ant. T am all Obedience, Aunt. The laſt you 
faid was, that Alcandor=——= 5 
Luc. T remember it very well — When the 
falſe News of Leonora's Death had reach'd Clean- 
der's Ears, the firſt Emotions of his Grief were 
very violent ; but thoſe Tranſports of AMiction 
ceaſing, and himſelf confidering, that there was 
no recalling of the Dead, he grew calm at laſt, 
ſtrove to divert his Sorrows as well as he could,. 
and wanting for no Money, took all the Plea- 
ſures which that charming, as well as plentiful 
Country, affords. Being One and Twenty, he 
went to Naples by Sea, and from thence travel- 
ling through Italy, France, and Germany, after 
having 
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Having been out four Years, came back to his 
Native Country, He was much ſurpriz'd, when 
he heard, that Leonora was alive and marry'd ; 
but much more, when he underſtood that the 
Report of his Death, as well as that of Leonora's, 
had both been induftriouſly ſpread by his own 
Father, He writ to his Miſtreſs, that ſhe might 
not be frighten'd, and went to fee her the next 
Day. Being grown taller and more manly, in 
ſpight of all her Vertue, Leonora could not for- 
bear being charm'd with the Sight® of him, and 
Cleander thinking her a Thouſand times more 
beautiful than when he left her, was in a conti- 
tinual Rapture; ſometimes extolling the Strength 
of Graces, that in his Abſence had been added 
to her Features; with all t he Signs of Admira- 
tion, he took her in his Arms, and almoſt ſtifled 
her with his Embraces ; then ſuddenly ſtarting 
from her, he ſtorm'd at his own Credulity, and 
violently lamenting the Cruelty of his Fate in 
bitter Exclamations, exclaim'd againſt the trea- 
cherous Deceit that had been put upon 'em both. 
Sometimes aſſuming a ſofter Air, he would com- 
plain of having been too conftafit a Lover; then 
fixing his Eyes on hers, with an unſpeakable 
Tenderneſs, and fighing fervently, diſſolve in 
Tears, that filently upbraided her with having 
forgot him too ſoon ; but when Leonora, mov'd 
by the Significaney of his dumb Language, as 
well as the Injuſtice of the Charge, had told him 
with a candid Look, how tireſome and vexati- 
ous all Courtſhip, even of the moſt noble and 

moſt 
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moſt accompliſh'd, had been to her, ever ſince 
he had been gone, and made him ſenſible, that 
ſhe had taken her Refuge to Matrimony, for no 
other Reaſon, but becaule it was the only Means 
that could ſhelter her from the continual Plague 
of Love Addrefles. Oh! How his Soul was 
raviſh'd ! He fell upon his Knees, and throwing 
himſelf at her F cet, pay'd Adoration to her Ver- 
tue; but when ſhe had ſoftly chid him for the 
Extravagancy gf his Paſſion, and ſmilingly rais'd 
him from the Ground, he could contain himſelf 
no longer ; his Flame blaz'd out, he forgot her 
preſent State, as well as the Wretchedneſs of his 
own Deſtiny, and eagerly claſping himſelf about 
her, kiſs'd her with ſo much Extaſy of Joy, as if 
his Love had been in Tranquility, and himſelf in 
the midſt of Enjoyment. Leonora was at abun- 
dance of Trouble, before ſhe could make Cleander 
recover his Diſcretion, and at ſome Difficulty to 
preſerve her own, till at laſt they parted unwil- 
lingly in great Confuſion on both Sides. The 
next Morning ſhe ſent him a Letter, which being 
a very remarkable one, I have remember'd Word 
tor Word, and was writ thus: 


Dear Cleander, 

„Thought I might have allow'd your Viſits, 
and not committed a Crime; but Experi- 
* ence has taught me, that I cannot ſee you 
« without: What an Exceſs of Weakneſs and 
5 Frailty have I been guilty of! And yet believe 
me, the Violence I did to myſelf, in not be- 
tray ing 
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*« traying more, was much greater. Once 1 
£6 think I puſh'd you from me, but then 1 play'd 
«© the Hypocrite, I was pleas'd with the vigo- 
$6 rous Tranſports of your Love, and took De- 
light in the Fervency of your Kiſſes: Why 
„„ ſhould I hide any Thing from you, Cleander / 
c The Minute you left me, I was upon the 
< brink of Ruin: What would become of my 
<< Honour, ſhould I ever behold you again in 
<< that tranſcendant Height of Paſſion ? I confeſs 
& I ſhould not have Strength to reſiſt the Temp- 
tation; and yet I hope I am vertuous, becauſe 
6] feel that I want not Reſolution to avoid it 
& for ever. It will be a hard Taſk, I own it, 
e but there is no other Remedy; and depend 
„upon it, we muſt never meet again upon Earth, 
&« Tf you ſuffer half the Torment in obeying my 
4 rigorous Commands, that I feel in impoſing 
+ of them, be aſſured, that I ſhall always re- 
% main your es 
Dear Leonora. 


b was an Oracle to Cleander, for having 


left a Letter for his Father, in which he bid him 


to farewel for ever, full of Invectives againſt the 
barbarous Treachery he had play'd him, he 
went out of England, and whether he dy'd at 
Sea, or elſewhere, was never heard of any more. 
Though Leonora was preſently inform'd of his 
leaving the Country, yet ſhe ſeldom went A- 
broad, and took Delight in nothing for a great 


wh=e after; 5 but hearing no more Tidings of 
him, 


F 
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bim, Time at laſt wore away her Concern, and 


ſhe liv'd as ſhe had done before. Alcandor, who 
had thought his Wife the moſt charming Crea- 
ture in the World when he courted her, was one 


of thoſe, that after a Twelvemonth's Marriage, 


think the moſt beautiful and the moſt indifferent 
Woman the ſame. He could not be call'd an 


_ unkind Huſband, for he gave her whatever ſhe 


aſk' d, let her do what ſhe pleas'd, was ſeldom 
out of Humour, always treated her civilly, and 
lov'd no other Woman; yet he wanted that 
engaging Tenderneſs, which is the Soul of Love. 
He was hardly ever at Home but a Nights, and 
at Dinner-time. In the Morning he minded 
getting of Money, and his Afternoon and Eve- 
ning, were conſecrated to his Diverſion, and the 
Enjoyment of his Bottle and his Friend, Leo- 
nora had no more Affection for him when he mar- 
ry'd her, than for a Stranger ſhe had never ſeen, 
and lov'd him only becauſe ſhe knew it to be 
her Duty. Being a witty Woman, that was con- 
ſcious of her own Charms, and had refin'd No- 
tions of Love, ſhe could take but little Delight 
in her Husband's Indifferency, that knew no 
other way of expreſſing his Kindneſs, but by his 


his Embraces : A Palate like her's, could not 
_ reliſh the coarſeſt Food of Love, unleſs it had 


been ſeaſon'd with that obliging Softneſs, and 
anxious Regard, in which the Delicacy of the 
Paſſion conſiſts. She was reſerv'd, and being 


careful of her Reputation, as well as her Vertue, 


very circumſpect in all her Behaviour, and won- 


der'd 
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der'd her Husband would often come in with a 


Friend, leave him alone with her, and go about 
his Buſineſs, without ſhewing any Concern, or 


ever after examining into his Conduct, more than 
if ſhe had been an old Woman, that had nothing 
tempting about ber. This ſhe thought was a 


great Careleſſneſs, if not a deſpicable Neglect in 


a Man that had a young and beautiful Wife, and 
ſeldom convers'd with Men of the ſtricteſt Cha- 


ſtity, They had been marry'd about five Years, 
when coming Home one Night, he told Leonora 
that he had made a Bargain with a Gentleman 
that was to live and board with them, who was 
certainly the beſt Company in the whole World, 
| Having no Deſign to ſurpriſe, Antonia, but only 
to ſhew you what Danger the moſt vertuous cf 
our Sex are expos'd to, if once they truſt in 
Men, before I go on any farther, Ill tell you what 
this Gentleman was, and how Alcander came to 
be acquainted with him.— His Name was nc 


as to his Perſon, he was a clean, well-look'd,. 


faſhionable Man, near Thirty, of an admirable 
Carriage, and exquiſite Senſe, but the greateſt 


and moſt ſkilful Diſſembler upon Earth. No 


Mimick could ever aſſume ſo many Forms as 
himſelf, and he could act more different Parts 
than any Player in the Univerſe. His Father, 
who had been dead ſeveral Years, in his Life-time. 
had been a very whimſical Fellow ; and having a 
great mind to learn his Son to ſhift and live in, 
as well as underſtand the World, had given him 


a very ſtrange and uncommon Education: For 
* =» tho® 
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tho' he had a good Eſtate to leave him, when 
the Boy was twelve Vears old, and a great Pro- 
ficient in Latin and Greek, he took him from 
Maſiminſter.- School, to let him run of Etrands, 
and be one of the Vinegar Drawers in a great Ta- 
vern: Having been there about two Years, he 
put him to a ſhuMling ſort of a Sollicitor, that had 
learn'd all his Law in the Fleet, and the Qucen's- 
Bench ; with him he ſtay'd as long as he had been 


with the Vinter, and then was ſent to a broken 


Goldſmith, that was turn'd Stock-Jobber, and 


counted a great Villain, The Boy being a ſharp 


Lad, in every Station pleas'd his Maſters ; and 
being an arch Rogue, at Eighteen his Father made 
him a Nobleman's Page, where he ſtay'd almoſt 
three Years; and after that, giving him a ſmall 
Cargo, ſent him to the JY2/t- Indies, He had not 
been there long, but the old Man dy*d, and to 
his great Amazement left him Eight Hundred a 
Year, and above twice as much in Money, Co- 
ming away with the firſt Opportunity, he took 
Poſſeſſion of his Eſtate, Conſidering by himſelf, 
what Poſts he had been in, it was impoſſible for 
him to find out what his Father had defign'd to 
bring him up to. 

Ant. Unleſs it was to the Gallows. _ 

Luc. One would think ſo indeed. Mincio was 
of a Gentleman-hke Diſpoſition, and not hav- 
ing forgot his Latin, he went to live at Oxford, 
and having been there about two Years and 


a half, he went to ſee [taly and France, ſtay'd 


» — at Paris, and came back 
X 5 over 
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over Holland. Having finiſh'd his Travels, he 
took Chambers in Gray's-[mn, with an Intent 
of ſtudying as much of the Law as ſhould ſuit 
with his Pleaſure, When he was about 26 Years 
old, he was jilted by a Woman he loved very 
paſſionately ; and ever fince reſolving to be re- 
veng'd on the whole Sex, he had made it his 
whole Buſineſs to deceive and ruin as many as 
he could. He deſpis'd every Thing that was 
caly, and only lay in wait for ſuch as were 
counted cunning and difficult, and commonly for 
Women of a very good Reputation. Having 
heard of Leonora's exemplary Vertue and Reſer- 
vedneſs, as well as dazling Beauty, he thought 
attacking her would be a noble Enterprize. Be- 
ing reſolved upon this, he made himſelf acquain- 
ted with Alcandor, put on the facetious Humour 
he lik'd, and in a little Time fo bewitch'd him 
with his Company, that the other could hardly 
live a Day without him. In Converſation Min- 
cio always pretended to be a great Stranger to 
Love and Courtſhip, one that was no Admirer- 
of the Ladies, and preferred a Bottle of Bur- 
gundy to all the Favours the fineſt Woman in 
Chriſtendom had to beſtow. Alcandor, who kept 
a very good Houſe, had often invited him to 
Dinner, but Mincio, upon ſome Pretence or o. 
ther, had always refus'd him, They had known 
one another about a Month, when Mincio, be- 
ing at the Tavern with Aleandor and others, 
told the Company, that he was weary of Gray's- 

Inn, and deſign'd to take Lodgings in the City, 
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if he could meet with a Place to his Mind. A 
Day or two after he had. given this Hint, talk- 
ing of it ſeriouſly to Alcandor, he told him, that 
he would not be with People that us'd to let their 
Rooms, that he hated the fiddle faddle of a 
great many Women in a Houſe, and the baw]- 
ing of Children; but wiſh'd he could get in 
ſome quiet neat Family, of either a Merchant 
or Gentleman, that kept a good Table, ſuch a 
one that was a little of his own Humour, that 
would be merry, and drink a Bottle with him 
in an Evening. He nam'd a great many other 
Things, deſcribing the Particulars he wanted, 
with ſo much Cunning, that without diſcover- 
ing his Aim, you could hardly have found 
two Houſes in all London, where thoſe Requi- 
fites were to be met with, befides Alcandor's own. 
AZincia needed not to have been ſo over cau- 
tious ; for Alcandor being ſo wholly wrapt up 
with him, that having ſwallow'd the Hook be- 
fore the other had half finiſn'd his Cant, was 
 overjoy'd at the Thoughts of having him fa 
near him, immediately, after an obliging Manner, 
proffer'd him what Conveniencies his Houſe 
could afford. You may eaſily believe that they 
ſoon agreed, Alcandor and Leonora had a pret- 
ty Boy that was turn'd of Four, a mannerly 
Child, of an engaging Humour, whom they 
both, but eſpecially the Mother, were deſer- 
vedly fond of. Leonora, though almoſt Three 
and twenty Years old, having never had any 
other Children but this, and black Beauties com- 
| monly 
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monly not fading ſo ſoon as others, was ſtill in 
the full Strength of all her Charms. She had a 
penetrating Wit, and having ſeen a great deal 
of the World, was a very good Judge of Man- 
kind. As ſoon as ſhe had thrown her Eyes upon 
Mincio, and ſurvey'd his courtly Mein, ſhe pre- 
ſently concluded from his gallant Air, that it 
would not be long before ſhe ſhould be attack'd, 
and arming herſelf with her wonted Vertue, 
kept upon her Guard. The firſt thing in which 
ſne ſuſpected him was, that extraordinary liking 
he expreſs'd to her Son: He play'd with him 
for whole Hours, ſeldom came in or went out 
but had ſome little Preſent or other for him, 
and ſeem'd to admire every thing he ſaid or 
did. She knew that Men, for the generality of 
'em, care but little for other Peeple's Children, 
almoſt always think them troubleſome, and hard- 
ly ever take Pleaſure in bearing thoſe little Im- 
pertinencies, which the beſt of them will be 
guilty of, if you make them your Companions. 
And thus all the Love he beſtow'd upon the 
Child, for the firſt three or four Days, was by 
the Mother conſtru'd to be a Deſign upon her- 
ſelf; but when eight or ten Days being elaps'd, 
Atincio made not the leaſt Advances, and Leo- 
nora having been alone with him ſeveral times, 
had not diſcover'd by either Word or Look, the 
ſmalleſt Symptom of what ſhe fear'd, ſhe could 
not tell what to make of him. He always was 
merry and good-humour'd, to herſelf he was 
moſt reſpectfully civil, the fondneſs he had 

ſhewn 
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ſhewn from the beginning to her Son, ſeem'd 
daily to encreaſe, and himſelf extraordinary 
well-pleas'd with the Entertainment he recei- 
ved. He had an admirable Knack of telling a 
Story, yet he never troubled his Company with 
any, but what were very much apropos, and ſeem- 
ed to be wanted, or ever brought in two at one 
time, that tended to the ſame Purpoſe, though 
his Head contain'd choice Varieties of them 
upon almoſt every Subject. This made him al- 
ways new, as well as agreeable in Converſation 
All his Diſcourſe was as chaſte and clean, as it 
was ſprightly and diverting: He never made 
uſe of a double Entendre, or any Expreſſion, 
tho' in the higheſt of his Mirth, that had the 
leaſt Tendency to Looſeneſs and Immorality. 
Satyr he pretended not to be his Province, and 
never meddled with it upon any Account whatſo- 
ever : The only thing he ſometimes ridiculed. 
was Love, always taking Care, that his Eſteem 
and Veneration to the Sex, ſhould be as conſpi- 
cuous, as the Defiance which he bid to their Pow- 
er. This latter in a Gentleman of his Aſpect; 
and of his Politeneſs, to Leonora, was the moſt 
ſurprizing of all, She never had yet been in a 
Man's Company, but more or leſs in either his 
Countenance, Speech, or Actions, ſhe had ob- 
ſerv'd, that the piercing Luſtre of her Eyes made 
ſome Impreflion upon his Soul; but only Min- 
cio, with an unaffected Freedom, could gaze on 
dem, and doing Juſtice to her Beauty, ſpeak of 
her Charms as unconcernedly, as the Minute 

after 
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after he would extol the happy Features of her 
little Son. What ſtrange perverſe Creatures 
we Women are ! The chaſte and wary Leonora 
who would ſo bravely have reſiſted him, in caſe 
he had aſſaulted her with Love; ſhe that pre- 
par'd herſelf for a vigorous Defence, whilſt ſhe 
| dreaded the Danger of Vice, was foil'd by well 
diſſembled Virtue, and envying his cold Indiffe- 
rency, was ready to quarrel at the Weakneſs of- 
her Charms, till quite diſarm'd of all her Fear, 
ſhe almoſt could have wiſh'd him leſs inſenſible. 
Mincio ſhew'd a particular Friendſhip for Aican- 
dor, was always in his Intereſt, and ſeem'd to 
take part in every thing that concern'd him; 
he had likewiſe much reform'd and wean'd him 
from the Tavern, Alcandor now often ſupped 
at Home, and Leonora, who always made one 
in their Converſation, had more of his Com- 
pany, and was treated with more Tenderneſs. 
Being of a grateful Temper, and knowing to- 
whom ſhe ow'd the Obligation, ſhe began to look 
upon Mincio as a real Friend, and thinking him 
the beſt of Men, lov'd him with all the Since- 
rity of a Siſter. Though Mincio profeſs'd a 
{trict Virtue, yet his Humour was always gay, 
and nothing came from him that was not equal- 
ly diverting, as it was inſtructive : Living in 
this Harmony, Leonora, as well as Alcandor, 
thought him the greateſt Bleſſing that ever was 
come to their Houſe, Mincio had been with 
them ſix Months, when ſuddenly he ſeem'd to 
be ſeiz'd with a deep Melancholy, and all his 

Spright⸗ 
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Sprightlineſs and Gaiety was gone. It was ſo 
viſible that Leonora, ſpeaking one Morning of 
it to Alcandor, he told her, that he had obſer- 
ved it as well as ſhe : Knowing his ample Circum- 
ſtances, they could not imagine what ſhould be 


the Reaſon of it, and were both equally afflicted 
to ſee their Friend ſo chang'd. Alcundor had of- 
ten queſtion'd him about it, Leonora had done 


the ſame ; but neither of them could ever get 
any thing from him, but ſome frivolous Ex- 
cuſe or other. When he ſaw ſometimes that he 
was much obſerv'd, he would ſeem to ſtrive to 
be merry, but. with ſo much Reluctancy, that 
it was very eaſy to be ſeen his Mirth was forc'd. 
Alcandor, who was a great Enemy to Sadneſs, 
ſeeing he could gain nothing upon him, pity*d 
him, but went Abroad to look for better Com- 
pany. Leonora remembering how he always us'd 
to laugh at being in Love, at firſt could not 


ſuſpect that to be the Cauſe, till at laſt, think- 
ing it might be a Puniſhment upon him, for 


confiding too much in his own Strength, ſhe 


was reſolv'd to try him. She now was as fami- 
liar, and us'd the ſame Freedom with him, as 


if he had been her Brother, and one Night talk- 
ing together, Alcandor happening not to be at 


Home, Mincio counterfeited one that is very 


ſad, and endeavours to appear otherwiſe; when 
Leonora taking hold of this Opportunity, told 


him, Don't you know the Proverb, Mincio? Love 


and Cough won't be hid. Tis in vain you ſtrive 


- #0 conceal i it, She look'd upon him, and faw him 


in 
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in ſo great a Confuſion, that ſhe wiſh'd ſhe had 
not nam'd it. He preſently ſeem*d to recover 
himſelf, and with a great deal of Concern, de- 
nying the Charge, took abundance of Pains to 
divert her from that Thought; looking all the 
while like one that ſees his moſt weighty Secret 
betray d. Now Leonora knew the Diſtemper, 
but how to find out the Cauſe, ſhe could not 
tell: Who was that wonderful Fair, that tri- 
umph'd over the Heart, which ſhe had always 
thought impregnable ! The firſt ſhe thought on 
was herſelf; but ſhould a Man of his Addreſs. 
and Ingenuity, that was in the ſame Houſe with 
her, not all this while have found out a way to 
let her know it, if he lov'd her; nay ſhould ſhe 
herſelf never have diſcover'd it? As to others, 
ſhe could think of Nobody, Since he had liv'd, 
with her, he had ſeldom been Abroad, but with - 
her Husband, and of late he had been more at 
Home than ever; wherever he had placed 
his Affections, it was plain his Miſtreſs was not 
kind, unleſs it was an Object, which either his 
Virtue or Diſcretion would not allow of, and 
he endeavour'd to ſtifle his Paſſion. But if ſo, 
then why might it not be herſelf? Leonord's 
Thoughts being thus employ'd to find out the 
Diſturber of Miucios Reſt, ſhe deſign'd to watch 
him narrowly, if it was poſſible, to dive farther 
into his Secret, with a Reſolution of keeping 
whatever ſhe ſhould diſcover of it: And now © 
ſhe obſerv'd that he had loſt that Freedom of his 
Look, which had been ſo remarkable 1 in him, and 
U- ſeem' d 
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ſeem'd to be afraid of encountring her Eyes. 
She likewiſe found that he ſhunn'd being alone 
with her; but that if he was, and thought him- 
ſelf unobſerv*d, he would ſtare at her with greater 
Eagerneſs than ever he had done before; if 
when his Eyes were fix'd upon her, ſhe look'd 
upon him ſuddenly, they were immediately caſt 
down as it were in a hurry, or elſe his Head 
was quite turn'd aſide; ſometimes when he 
thought himſelf catch'd at it, he would ſtart 
back, and often go away in Diſorder and leave 
her. Theſe Symptoms would not let her doubt 
any longer, but that it was herſelf who unknow- 
ingly had kindled the Fire that conſum'd him. 
Leonora thought Mincio's Heart an ineſtimable 
Prize; yet ſo great was her Goodneſs, and ſo 
little her Vanity, that inſtead of rejoycing at 
the mighty Conqueſt, her Sorrow was unſpeak- 
able, to think that to a Friend of his Value, her 
Eyes ſhould give ſo deſperate a Wound, which 
yet her Vertue would not ſuffer her to cure. Such 
an incomparable Counterfeit was Mine io, and fo 
beautifully he could repreſent a ſtruggling Paſ- 
ſion, that tho* the Villain was calm within, he 
made the witty clear-ſighted Leonora believe, that 
nothing could exceed the Violence of his Love, 
unleſs it was the Reluctancy his Vertue made to 
ſuppreſs it. Having acted this for a while, and 
wound up Leancra's Soul to the higheſt Pitch of 
Compaſſion, to ſhew her how ſincere his Endea- 
yours were to overcome his Weakneſs, he talks 
of going into the Country, and makes all the ne- 

Ceſſary 
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ceſſary Preparations in order thereunto, but the: 
Day before he was to go, he pretends ta fall ſick, 
ſends for a Phyſician, his intimate Friend, who 
preſcrib'd enough to make him ſo in Reality, if 
he had taken it; and in three or four Days 
Mincio grows very bad, he ſends for Alcandor up, 
tells him ſeveral Things concerning. Monies he 
had in other People's Hands, deſires him to be 
his Executor, and making his Will, leaves all. 
his real Eſtate to his Son; about whoſe Education 
he gives him ſome admirable Inſtructions. After 
that, being tir'd, he deſires to be left alone. Al- 
candor tells his Wife what had paſs'd and really 
believes Mincis cannot live long. Leonora, who 
during his Illneſs reflecting on the Cauſe, had 
been inconſolable by what her Husband told her 
laſt, was ſtruck with ſo much Senſe of Grati- 
tude and Sorrow together, that, not being 
able to contain herſelf,” ſhe retir'd to her Cloſet, 
and wholly abandon'd herſelf to Grief. Oh] how 
ſhe wept, when examining herſelf, ſhe found 
that ſhe muſt be either criminal or ungrateful z 
when ſhe conſider'd what Obligations ſhe ow'd to 
Mincio for the ſincere and unaffected Purity of 
his Love ! How ſhe would then exclaim againſt 
the Rigour of Virtue, for not allowing her to 
reward his uncommon Paſſion! A Paſſion ſo 
bright, and yet ſo reſpectful, that, regardleſs 
of what concern'd himſelf, and ſacrificing all 
to her, he choſe rather to dye in vertuous Silence 
than that by opening his Lips, he ſhould be 
guilty of the leaſt Shadow of Offence. 9 
ns 
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long enough indulg'd , her Sorrows, ſhe at laſt 
compos'd her Thoughts, as well as the great Con- 
cern ſhe felt would let her, and going up into the 
Man's Chamber, ſhe ſet herſelf down by the 
Bed-ſide. Mincio having ſeen her come in, beckon'd 
| to his Man, who was the only Nurſe he would ad- 
mit of, to go out. Leonora having very tenderly 
d enquir'd after his Health, and ſeeing herſelf alone 
with him, gently began to probe his Wound ; tel- 
ling him, ſhe was ſure there was ſomething that 
oppreſs'd his Spirits, and fear'd he did himſelf 
harm with too anxiouſly keeping a Secret that di- 
ſturb'd him. Be not, ſaid ſhe, o ſcrupulous in 
truſting your Friends, but candidly unboſom yourſelf, 
that if they can lend no Aſſiſtance, they yet may have 
the Satisfaction of ſhewing their Pity. Think not un- 
Feign'd Friend, that I ſay this, mov'd by an imper- 
tinent Curioſity, to dive into the Receſſes of your 
Thoughts, but believe me, Mincio, that in my Soul . 
1 feel a nearer Regard, and am poſſeſs d with a 4 
more ſollicitous Care for your Welfare, than perhaps | 
you imagine I am capable of, Having thus affectio- 
nately expreſs'd herſelf with a low melodious 
Voice, and the Sweetneſs of a blefling Angel, 
ſhe left off, ſeeming to expect an Anſwer ; which 
the infernal Hypocrite made in this Manner: 
By what myſterious Power you have reveal'd a Secret, 
which I thought I hid with ſuch uncommon Care, 1 
cannot tell, but find your Wit is flill more piercing 
11 than your Beauty. Yes, Leonora, I love, and J 
i love you, and for that Love 1 dye ! Beware of pity- 
I! ing me, for fear you might inſen/ibly be trawn into 
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my Crime, which would torment me more than all my 
preſent Sufferings ; for th” I am guilty, yet in the 
Height of all my Paſſion I never wiſb d you ſo; and 
I fo much admire the Beauties of your Mind, beyond 
thoſe of your Body, that, had I yet a thouſand 
Lives, Pd loſe them all before you ſhould your Vir- 
tue. Being ſpent with ſpeaking ſo much, his 
Weakneſs would not ſuffer him to ſay more, or 
at leaſt this was the Conſtruction Leonora put 
upon his Silence, and his panting for Breath.— 
Now, Antonia, tell me where you can blame 
Leonora yet? Conſult your Pillow upon it, and 
To-morrow you ſhall know all, 
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